
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Oasis 
2011 

PUI CHING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 



 

PUI CHING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

20 Pui Ching Road, Homantin, Hong Kong.  

Tel: 2711 9222 

Fax: 2711 3201 

 

 

 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may 

be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 

transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, 

without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 

 

 

First published Jan 2011 by 

PUI CHING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Hong Kong. 

 

 

 

 

 

ISBN:  978-988-99247-9-9    

Printed in Hong Kong by 

Chung Tai Printing & Hot Blocking Co. 



 

 

 

Dedication 

 

The collection is dedicated to 

God, 
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and teachers of Pui Ching, 

who seek to make the school the best cradle 

for nurturing talents and leaders of generations 
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Foreword 

Dr. Yip Chee Tim 

 

It is indeed my pleasure to read all these wonderful pieces of literary works by 

our students. The articles, in one way or another, display the talent of the 

students of Pui Ching. They can write extremely well. I am deeply touched by 

their beautiful style of writing.  

 

Their skills in writing bring forth special effects to impress those who enjoy 

reading. I am much impressed. 

 

Good works speak for themselves. 

 

 

 

 

Yip Chee Tim 

Principal 

 

4 January 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                          

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Words from the Editors 
 

 

Subsequent to the previous revised publication of Oasis, there comes the 

heartwarming applause from various sides.  With the precious experience and 

generous comments, we are now very honored to present to the readers yet 

another issue of this continual series, with a compilation of our students’ 

creative expression of their perception towards life. 

  

Oasis is a collection of essays, which are primarily the creative work of our 

students who, through constant practice of reading and writing as well as 

shrewd observations of their immediate world, pour out their hearts in the form 

of short stories, novella, letters, diaries and articles.  We understand that such 

precious perception and spontaneity towards life should never be allowed to be 

laid waste and it is our very aspiration to cultivate creativity in young leaders 

even at their early age.  Sharing of insights, nourishing of the writing culture 

and appreciating of literary writing can inspire introspection and unleash the 

beauty of human minds, thus rekindling our passion for living.  Linguistically 

speaking, it is indeed also our intention to help our students to master the 

language to express themselves more than adequately. 

 

We are so blessed that teachers and students are so supportive in conceiving 

as well as giving birth to this publication, despite all the sweat and blood 

through the travails. 

 

In taking greater pains to bring forth this issue into existence, we very much 

hope that when you are reading through the pages, savouring a line or two, 

may you envisage the oasis of freshness on the parched land of modern hectic 

life. 

 

 

January, 2011 
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“… Though she may forget, I will not forget you! 

See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands …” 
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SCENE 1 

 

[On screen projects the words:  

"<ADAM: FORGET-ME-NOT> CHAPTER 5 - AS I SAID, I WAS A FORGETFUL BOY ..."] 

 

[ADAM lies on ground, curled up. WISEMAN sits at the back on a wall watching ADAM, seems to have witnessed what has 

happened. ADAM awakes, rises slowly and quietly, with feeble moans.] 

 

ADAM: [noticing WISEMAN] Who are you? 

WISEMAN: [parodies] Who are you? 

ADAM: [emphatically] Who are you? 

WISEMAN: Who are you? 

ADAM: What happened? 

WISEMAN: [casually] I don't know. 

ADAM: How long have you been sitting here? 

WISEMAN: As long as you had been sleeping here. 

ADAM: Then you must know what’s happened. 

WISEMAN: I don't know. 

ADAM: But you said you've been sitting here as long as I’d been sleeping here, so you must 

know what’s happened to me. 

WISEMAN: I can't remember. 

ADAM: You can't remember or you don't know? 

WISEMAN: I can't remember. 

ADAM: It must’ve happened just moments ago right before your eyes! How can you not 

remember? 

WISEMAN: [probing] Do you remember everything? 

ADAM: [assuredly] Of course! 

WISEMAN: Are you sure you remember everything? 

ADAM: Of course! Are you kidding? Just tell me what’s happened! 

WISEMAN: Then, tell me, who are you? I mean, what's your name? 

ADAM: [resented] You're simply wasting my time, but … [regains composure] anyway, I’m showing 

you there's at least one thing I can still remember, and that’s my name, and here you go: 

m...m...k...k...sh...sh... [hesitates, panics and tries again after a deep breath] My name is 

m...m...k...k...sh...sh... What's wrong? I can't remember my name! 

WISEMAN: [authoritatively] Now, you see, you don't remember everything. 

ADAM: [almost exclaims] I … I can't remember my name! 

WISEMAN: I feel so sorry for you. 

ADAM:  [keeps murmuring to himself] What’s my name? What is my name? [starts to get hysterical] Do 
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you know my name? 

WISEMAN: Perhaps I know your name … 

ADAM: [excitedly] Please, tell me my name! 

WISEMAN: … But, I just can't remember at the moment ... 

ADAM: [desperately] Oh, no … what’s wrong … and I don’t seem to remember anything 

[scratches his head] ... oh no ... 

WISEMAN: Hey, but there is one thing that I remember. 

ADAM: What? What’s that? My nickname? [implores] What about my nickname? 

WISEMAN: Look, I remember that there’s something for you over there. [points at the other end of 

stage] 

 

[Adams turns to find a box at the other end of stage] 

 

ADAM: Something for me in that box? 

WISEMAN: Exactly. Something that will help to restore your memory. 

ADAM: What do you mean? 

WISEMAN: Every day at this hour, open that box and you will find something for you. And you may 

then remember everything, including your name. 

ADAM: But … what should I do with it? 

WISEMAN: You will know if you care enough. So, now, why don’t you go and check the box? 

ADAM: Well … all right … 

 

[ADAM moves to the end of stage to open the box. He finds a piece of paper.] 

 

ADAM: [turns to WISEMAN] What do you mean by … a piece of paper? 

WISEMAN: I told you, you will know if you care enough. 

ADAM: Hey, [slightly fed up] can’t you just tell me what I need to do with it? [disrespectfully] Stop 

acting, you old fool, come on, just tell me …  

WISEMAN: Goodbye and good luck! 

 

[WISEMAN disappears in an instant and ADAM finds no trace of WISEMAN] 

 

ADAM: Hey, come back, hey, you coward … [shouts, but to no avail] [fidgeting with the paper] What 

should I do with this blank piece of paper? [keeps fidgeting with the paper] 

 

[enter MAGICIANS, hollering] 

 

MAGICIAN 1: Oh, darling boy, what are you doing? 
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MAGICIAN 2: Oh, darling boy, why do you look so desperate? 

MAGICIAN 3: Oh, darling boy, what happened to you? 

ADAM: [first astonished, then slowly] I’ve lost my memory … all of it. 

MAGICIAN 1: Oh, what do you mean? 

MAGICIAN 2: Oh, you mean you suffer from memory loss? 

MAGICIAN 3: So, what’s your name? 

ADAM: And the problem is, I … I don’t even remember my name … 

MAGICIAN 1:  Oh, how poor! 

MAGICIAN 2: Oh, how sad! 

MAGICIAN 3: But we can help! 

ADAM: [spirited at once] Really? Please! 

MAGICIAN 1: Come over here! 

 

[ADAM swiftly moves close to MAGICIAN 1] 

 

ADAM: What should I do now? 

MAGICIAN 1: Just relax and close your eyes. 

ADAM: [ADAM closes eyes] And? 

MAGICIAN 1: Sh … [MAGICIAN 1 waves hands in ADAM’s face, murmurs the spell repeatedly in a crescendo, tries 

to hypnotize ADAM] abracadabra … abracadabra … galagalahahashasha … 

abracadabra … 

 

[ADAM tries to shut his eyes at the beginning to feel the effect of the spell, but later only feels annoyed] 

 

ADAM: [eyes open, puzzled] Have you finished? 

MAGICIAN 1: [confidently] So, do you feel better now? 

ADAM: I think I feel a little bit … [sneezes violently] … worse … 

MAGICIAN 2: [grabs ADAM’s arm and pulls him from MAGICIAN 1] Come on, your magic spells are just a 

bunch of nonsense. [turns to ADAM] my darling boy, try this! [pulls his magic wand from 

nowhere] 

ADAM: [perplexed] What’s that? 

MAGICIAN 2: Don’t worry, don’t say a word, don’t move. 

ADAM: [hesitantly] OK … 

 

[MAGICIAN 2 hits ADAM’s head using the magic wand, slowly and then rapidly, rhythmically throughout] 

 

ADAM: [gradually upset by the pain] Hey, what are you doing? 

MAGICIAN 2: [explains] Your memory will come back to you with the help of this magic wand! 
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ADAM: Magic wand? I don’t feel my memory is coming back, I just feel I was bullied… by you! 

MAGICIAN 3: [authoritatively] Well, well, well. How many times have I told you not to be superstitious? 

How I wish that you could grow up and be a little more scientific, a little more logical. 

This darling boy said he is suffering from [clears his throat] “retrograde-anterograde 

amnesia” … 

MAGICIAN 1 & 2: Pardon? 

MAGICIAN 3: … oh, excuse me, I mean, memory loss. So … I guess the only sensible thing to do is to 

fix his memory, rather than [pats ADAM’s head gently] hitting his poor little head with the 

silly stick. 

ADAM: [much relieved] I’m glad that you make more sense than your friends. 

MAGICIAN 3: So, folks, let’s do it … [the 3 MAGICIANS get to ADAM, one holding his neck, one holding his 

waist, one holding his leg] 

ADAM: [stunned and frightened] Hey! Hey! What are you doing? 

MAGICIAN 3: To turn you upside down, of course! [then stands forward, explains like an expert in a TV 

commercial] Scientifically speaking, when you are turned upside down, more blood will 

flow back to your head, and more oxygen will rush to your brain, and your brain will 

work better, and your memory will be restored and … 

ADAM: [breaks free from MAGICIANS, loudly] Hey, stop! [calms down] I really appreciate your help … 

but I just don’t think it works out that way …  

MAGICIAN 1: So, how can we help? 

ADAM: I don’t know. 

MAGICIAN 2: [points at the paper in ADAM’s hand] What is that paper you are holding? 

ADAM: Somebody told me to get this blank paper from the box [points at the box at the end of 

stage]. 

MAGICIAN 1: [curiously] Do you mean an old man told you to do so? 

ADAM: Yes. 

MAGICIAN 2: [curiously] Did you say the paper is completely blank? 

ADAM: Yes. 

MAGICIAN 3: [enlightened] Oh, I see.  

ADAM: What? What can you see? 

MAGICIAN 3: It’s the paper! Did you say you can’t remember anything? 

ADAM: Yes. 

MAGICIAN 2: Did you say you want help? 

ADAM: Yes.  

MAGICIAN 1: Here is your help, the paper! 

ADAM: But there isn’t a word on it, how can it help? 

MAGICIAN 3: Exactly. The paper is not for you to read, it’s for you to write! 

ADAM: To write? What should I write? What can I write? 
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MAGICIAN 3: Everything! Anything! 

MAGICIAN 2: Anything that happens around you! 

MAGICIAN 1: Everything that can become part of your memory! 

ADAM: Do you mean … everything … and anything? 

MAGICIAN 1, 2 & 3: [in unison] Absolutely! 

ADAM: Including … [looks around, seeing, slowly] the box? The light? The smell? Our conversation? 

You? 

MAGICIAN 1: Of course! 

MAGICIAN 2: Why not? 

MAGICIAN 3: That’s how we may remember! 

ADAM: [ponders over the idea for a while] Yes … that’s how I may remember … 

 

[ADAM gazes at the paper, thoughtfully] 

[light fades out] 

[music fades in] 
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SCENE 2 

 

[ADAM keeps writing on the paper and bumps into SCHOLAR] 

 

ADAM: Oh. Hey! Hi! 

SCHOLAR: Oh. Hey! Hi! 

ADAM: [after staring at SCHOLAR for a second] Excuse me … 

SCHOLAR: Yes? 

ADAM: Wh … What’s my name? 

SCHOLAR: What … [feeling hilarious]  

ADAM: I mean, do you know my name? 

SCHOLAR: … hohoho … How do I know? Do you know my name? What an “interesting” question! 

ADAM: It’s not interesting. 

SCHOLAR: Don’t you know your name? 

ADAM: No, I don’t. 

SCHOLAR: How can that be? 

ADAM: I can’t remember my name! I can’t remember anything! 

SCHOLAR: That’s “interesting”! What happened to you? 

ADAM: I don’t even know that. 

SCHOLAR: [noticing the paper] So, well, what are you writing? 

ADAM: Everything, anything. I’m helping myself to build up my memory.  

SCHOLAR: What an “interesting” activity! So, what can you remember so far? 

ADAM: Well, I remember that … [meanwhile referring to the paper] it’s Monday today, and … it 

rained from 7 o’clock to 7:34 this morning, and … this is north and that is south, and … 

some one hit me with a magic wand yesterday, and … I need to get something from that 

box later in the afternoon and … 

SCHOLAR: That’s “interesting”! You seem to remember quite a lot! 

ADAM: I guess I’m improving. 

SCHOLAR: Good, good, good. [plotting] So, are you “interested” in a game? 

ADAM: A game? 

SCHOLAR: Well, actually it’s an academic activity. My professional “interest” is in human memory, 

and I just find you to be the perfect one for my experiment. How’s that? 

ADAM: Well, if it’s just a game, um … 

SCHOLAR: Come on, it will be “interesting”! 

ADAM: [embarrassed] ok … 

SCHOLAR: Good, good, good. So let’s start with an easier one: [shows 5 fingers and then hides them] 

How many fingers were there? 

ADAM: [after jotting down the number on the paper] Five! 
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SCHOLAR: Well, good job! What about this: [draws 4 poker cards from his pocket, shows them and hides 

them] What were the cards? 

ADAM: [after jotting down the details on the paper] Well, it’s the ace of diamonds, the four of clubs, 

the ace of hearts, and then the king of spades. 

SCHOLAR: Wow, that’s amazing. Are you joking? You have a wonderful memory! 

ADAM: [pleased] Really? I think I’m really improving.  

SCHOLAR: So, [rubbing his hands] let’s try the hardest one: [first steadily and then quicker and quicker] 

A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O-P-Q-R-S-T-U-V-W-X-Y-Z! [proudly] Can you remember all that? 

 

[meanwhile, ADAM listens attentively and keeps jotting the letters on paper] 

 

ADAM: Well, that’s really hard … 

SCHOLAR: [proudly] I told you! 

ADAM: Can I … try the other way round? 

SCHOLAR: [unbelievable] You mean to recite the alphabet backward? 

ADAM: I’ll try to do it: [slowly] Z-Y-X … um … [and stops] 

SCHOLAR: [teasingly, folds his arms] Well … 

ADAM: Can I try again? 

SCHOLAR: Uh-huh, if you don’t mind embarrassing yourself again. 

ADAM: Ok, [takes a deep breath, steadily] Z-Y-X-W-V-U [picks up speed] T-S-R-Q-P-O [rapidly] 

N-M-L-K-J-I-H-G-F-E-D [slows down] C-B …C-B … oh … I can’t remember … [disappointed] 

SCHOLAR: [obviously stunned] Well … um … phew …not bad … I mean, not bad … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [exclaims from a distance, approaching] Bad! Very bad indeed! You are so very bad! [grabs 

hold of SCHOLAR’s ear]  

ADAM: Who are you? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [ignores ADAM, keeps yelling at SCHOLAR] Get out! Stop fooling around here, and don’t you 

ever come out again without my permission! Go home now! [sends SCHOLAR away]   

 

[SCHOLAR wanders away, juggling with his cards and groaning with the alphabet] 

 

ADAM: [inquisitively] Is he your husband? What’s wrong with him? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: Did he tell you that he’s an expert in human memory?  

ADAM: Yes? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: That’s why he became mad! 

ADAM: Mad? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: Yes, he’s crazy! What did he do to you? 

ADAM: Well, nothing really … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: But I saw you having fun together … or are you crazy too? 
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ADAM: No! … I’ve just lost my memory … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: You’ve lost your memory? Nice! 

ADAM: [slightly offended] Excuse me? Nice? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [affirmatively] Nice! My husband went crazy because he knew too much and he 

remembered too much. Now that he’s gone crazy, he’s just like a baby, with no 

memories and no worries! 

ADAM: [murmurs to himself] I don’t want to be a baby … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: How I wish I could forget! 

ADAM: But I wish I could remember! 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: Why should you remember? 

ADAM: Why? Perhaps … I’ve got a gorgeous name! Perhaps … I’ve got a glorious past! How nice 

it would be if I could remember everything! 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [abruptly changes tones] Can you not beautify your past? 

ADAM: What? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: The past is nothing but a nightmare! 

ADAM: What? Nightmare? 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: When your husband’s gone crazy, when your only child’s left you, when your best 

friend’s disappeared, when your career’s all messed up and your past was a total failure, 

do you still want to remember?  

ADAM: Well … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: If there were medicine that could help me forget, I would take it without a second 

thought! 

ADAM: Well, madam … I feel sorry for what happened to you … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: I feel sorry for all of us. We remember the history of Napoleon and Stalin and Hitler but 

Jesus came and we want to forget! I really feel sorry for us. 

ADAM: Well … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [calms down, then points at the paper] What’s that?  

ADAM: I … I write down everything … and anything to recollect my memory. 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: Give it to me. 

ADAM: um … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [commands] I said give it to me. 

ADAM: Al … alright … but … handle with care … [passes the paper with trembling hand]  

 

[silently, SCHOLAR’S WIFE reads with full attention. Without a word, she then tears the paper into pieces] 

 

ADAM: [utterly dumbfounded] Hey … 

SCHOLAR’S WIFE: [when everything’s gone, steadily] What was that for again? 

ADAM: [stammers] To … put down … my … my … memory … 
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SCHOLAR’S WIFE: True memory stays here [points at her heart] … forever. 

 

[light fades out] 

[music fades in] 
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SCENE 3 

 

[ADAM looks at his watch. He glances at the box that is placed on the other end of stage. He slowly walks to the box, 

kneels down, lifts it, finds a small bunch of flowers there, and stands up with flowers in hands. ADAM returns to stage 

centre, smelling the flowers, wondering what to do to them. ] 

 

ADAM: [after a short while, plucks away the petals one by one, simultaneously chanting to himself, slowly] 

Forget me, forget me not, forget me, forget me not … 

 

[when the petals are all gone, ADAM is saddened to have ended up saying “forget me”. He repeats the same set of actions 

and words to the other flowers, but to the same end] 

 

[enters CLOWN, skipping, jolly from head to toe] 

 

CLOWN: [seeing ADAM, immediately in a sympathetic tone] Oh, what were you doing? 

ADAM: [lifelessly, face down] I was just plucking the petals away, one by one … [sighs] but I always 

ended up saying “forget me” “forget me” “forget me” …  

CLOWN: [cheerfully] It’s all right! It’s just a trick for children and lovers. 

ADAM: [face up, gazes at CLOWN] How can you be so cheerful all the time? 

CLOWN: I was born that way! 

ADAM: Can you frown or cry? 

CLOWN: No. 

ADAM: Have you ever been sad? 

CLOWN: No. 

ADAM: Really? 

CLOWN: Why? 

ADAM: I’m sad. 

CLOWN: What? Sad? 

ADAM: Yes, I am. 

CLOWN: Well, just forget the sadness and be happy again! That’s easy! 

ADAM: I can’t. 

CLOWN: Why not? 

ADAM: I’m sad exactly because I’ve forgotten too much. 

CLOWN: You sound strange … 

ADAM: Tell me, in your opinion, what’s the saddest thing in life? 

CLOWN: What do you mean? The saddest thing in life? 

ADAM: The most miserable, the very, very sad thing in life. 

CLOWN: [jokingly] Well ... I would say … if the girls cannot go shopping, it’s quite miserable for 
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them; and for boys, they will be very sad if they don’t see any girls around them. Yes?     

ADAM: Serious. I mean, the real tragedy in life. 

CLOWN: Tragedy? I don’t really care, as long as I’m living. 

ADAM: [musing] They often say that the worst thing in life is death.  

CLOWN: Oh yes, that’s it! 

ADAM: Death is sad, but it’s not the most miserable thing in life.  

CLOWN: What can be worse than death? Death is the end of everything! 

ADAM: No. [contemplatively] No, no. 

CLOWN: So, tell me then, what can be worse? 

ADAM: The real tragedy is that you live, but you live as if you haven’t lived at all. 

CLOWN: [bewildered] Does it ever happen? 

ADAM: Yes. That’s what’s happening to me. You go through day after day for years, and 

suddenly, you realize that you can’t remember a thing. 

CLOWN: Well, all the better, there will be no … pressure. 

ADAM: But your past will become a total emptiness! 

CLOWN: We should all look forward, move forward, live forward [with a gesture of the hand]. Never 

be stopped by the past! 

ADAM: But it’s sad when all memories are lost. You can’t remember how you looked like when 

you were a baby. 

CLOWN: I don’t care. 

ADAM: You can’t remember your beautiful school days. 

CLOWN: Does it matter? 

ADAM: You can’t remember your first friends. 

CLOWN: So? 

ADAM: You can’t remember your favourite songs, your favourite places, all the people that you 

love; you can’t remember all those amazing moments that have ever brushed through 

your life.  

CLOWN: Well … 

ADAM: You can’t even remember your name. You become a man without a history. Nothing. Full 

stop. You understand? 

CLOWN: Well … 

ADAM: Now you understand why I’m sad? 

CLOWN: [serious brooding, moments later] Well … is it like a refrigerator? You open it, but you find 

no ice -cream, no chocolate, no coca-cola inside. Nothing. It’s … it’s really sad. 

ADAM: [slightly amused] Exactly. It is very sad indeed. 

CLOWN: [cheers up again] Hey, but take it easy. If there’s nothing in the refrigerator, we can always 

go and get some in the supermarket!  

ADAM: But where can we buy memory? 
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CLOWN: I don’t know … but even if we can buy it, it may be very expensive … 

ADAM: [contemplatively] Yes, that’s why they say memory is priceless …  

CLOWN: Hey, so what about that? 

ADAM: What? 

CLOWN: [points at ADAM’s hand] The flower! 

ADAM: [lifts his hand] Does it have a name? 

CLOWN: [takes it from ADAM, gazes at it] Yes, it’s called forget-me-not. 

ADAM: What a beautiful name … 

CLOWN: And it looks good on you! [plants it in ADAM’s hair] 

ADAM: [tries to take it off] Well …  

CLOWN: Keep it there! It will bring you good luck! 

ADAM: [smiles] OK … thanks … let me buy you a drink! 

CLOWN: Good idea! 

ADAM: What about a coca-cola? 

CLOWN: What are we waiting for? 

 

[ADAM and CLOWN head off. While leaving stage, they start chatting again] 

 

ADAM: By the way, I like your metaphor! 

CLOWN: What? 

ADAM: The metaphor with the refrigerator! I like it, it’s … um … [giggles] … it’s unforgettable! 

CLOWN: Well, I’m always good at that. [fades out] You know, last time, I thought of a metaphor 

with the tree … 

 

[ADAM and CLOWN walk off] 

 

[light fades out] 

[music fades in] 
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SCENE 4 

 

[WISEMAN sits at the back on the wall. ADAM enters stage and was surprised to see him] 

 

ADAM: [cries out] You are here! 

WISEMAN: Yes I am. 

ADAM: [cries out, grumpily] You - are - here! 

WISEMAN: Yes I am. 

ADAM: Where have you been? 

WISEMAN: I’m always here. 

ADAM: Are you kidding me? 

WISEMAN: So, where have you been? 

ADAM: [recalls] I … I have met a few people. 

WISEMAN: Good. So, how is it? 

ADAM: What? 

WISEMAN: Your memory! Can you remember your name now? 

ADAM: [disappointingly] no, not yet … but, [energized] hey, I’m picking up my memory now!  

WISEMAN: Really? What can you remember now? 

ADAM: Guess what? I can remember basically everything here, the smell, the temperature, the 

light, the people, the conversations, everything and anything! 

WISEMAN: That sounds great. 

ADAM: Yes, it’s wonderful to remember. You don’t even need any paper anymore, everything is 

right here [points at his heart]. 

WISEMAN: uh-huh. 

ADAM: And nobody can take that away from you. It’s always yours. 

WISEMAN: That’s true. 

ADAM: [depressed] But I just can’t remember my name… 

WISEMAN: [smiles] Why is your name so important to you? 

ADAM: Because without a name … I’m still a nobody! 

WISEMAN: What if you never remember your name again? 

ADAM: [grows sad] I guess I’ll feel all alone … [sentimental] feel completely alone in this big world, 

like an invisible nobody … a meaningless nobody … 

WISEMAN: But someone must remember you. 

ADAM: [ponders] Is that true? 

WISEMAN: Yes. You may forget, but you will not be forgotten. 

ADAM: [mutters to himself, reflectively] How good it feels to be remembered, to mean something 

to somebody …  

WISEMAN: [after a pause, suddenly] Oh! It’s almost time now!  
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ADAM: What time? 

WISEMAN: Don’t you remember? 

ADAM: [looks at his watch, recalls] Oh yes, time for the box! 

WISEMAN: Exactly. Let’s see what you get from the box this time. 

 

[ADAM moves slowly to the box, kneels down, lifts it, finds a harmonica there, and stands up with the harmonica in hand] 

 

ADAM: What is this? 

WISEMAN: It’s a harmonica. 

ADAM: What’s it for? 

WISEMAN: For playing music, of course. 

ADAM: But how? [meanwhile, waves it in air, trying to play it]  

WISEMAN: You put it near your mouth, and breathe through it, and you’ll get the music. 

ADAM: Like this? 

 

[ADAM puts it near his mouth and breathes through it, making a musical note] 

 

WISEMAN: Well done!  

ADAM: But what does it have to do with my memory? 

WISEMAN: [requests] Play me a song with the harmonica. 

ADAM: But I don’t know any song! Come on, tell me how it can help me remember! 

WISEMAN: [requests] Play me a song please.  

ADAM: No I can’t. I don’t know any song … or I just don’t remember any. 

WISEMAN: [earnestly requests] Please, play me a song. 

ADAM: All right, all right, I’ll try. 

 

[ADAM plays a few notes, namely, d-s-l-s, the first few notes of <Twinkle Twinkle Little Star>] 

 

WISEMAN: [glad] Not bad, go on! 

ADAM: [reluctantly] But I don’t know any song! 

WISEMAN: Just go on. You will know what to play when you play along! 

ADAM: All right, all right, I’ll try. 

 

[ADAM plays again, reluctantly, d-s-l-s-f-m-r-d, the first line of <Twinkle Twinkle Little Star>] 

 

WISEMAN: [excited] Isn’t it lovely? Go on please! 

ADAM: Really? 

WISEMAN: Go on please! 
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[encouraged, ADAM plays again, staggeringly at first, but gradually having more confidence and joy, finally finishes the 

whole song of <Twinkle Twinkle Little Star>] 

 

WISEMAN: [glad] Isn’t it beautiful? 

ADAM: [excited] Isn’t it beautiful? I wrote it! [ecstatic] I wrote it! 

WISEMAN: Did you? 

ADAM: [ecstatic] Yes! I remember I wrote it! 

WISEMAN: Tell me more! 

ADAM: [overjoyed] One night, I was gazing at the stars, and I started the line [humming] “twinkle 

twinkle little star, how I wonder what you are”. 

WISEMAN: So, you wrote it for the star? 

ADAM: Yes! I wrote it for the star! I remember! 

WISEMAN: You wrote it for the star? 

ADAM: Yes, I remember I did! 

WISEMAN: When the star was almost forgotten, you wrote it for the star! 

ADAM: Yes, even if nobody remembers it, I will never forget the star! 

WISEMAN: [pleased] I tell you, because of this, you will never be forgotten. 

ADAM: [slows down] What did you say? 

WISEMAN: You will never be forgotten. 

ADAM: [hesitates] Hey, but … what about my name? 

WISEMAN: You should know it by now. 

ADAM: [after a pause] Well … and … actually, what’s your name? 

WISEMAN: I am who I am. 

 

[WISEMAN disappears in an instant] 

[light fades out] 

[music <Twinkle Twinkle Little Star> fades in] 
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SCENE 5 

 

[with a pile of paper in hand, ADAM reads and writes while walking to the stage centre from one end. From the other end, 

EVE searches her handbag and walks towards stage centre, without noticing ADAM is getting in her way] 

 

EVE: [bumps into ADAM] Ouch! 

ADAM: [while picking up the scattered pages] I’m terribly sorry, madam … 

EVE: [bends down to help] I’m fine, are you OK? [raises her eyes] Oh, it’s you! 

ADAM: [apologetic] yes, it’s me, I’m so sorry … 

EVE: [tries to recall] Um … you are … 

ADAM: [cautiously, but politely] Madam, I’m Adam … 

EVE: [almost exclaims] Yes, Adam! It’s you, Adam! 

ADAM: [confused] Madam … excuse me, do I know you? What’s your name?  

EVE: [excited] I’m Eve! Don’t you remember? We studied together, and I always sat next to 

you! 

ADAM: Eve … [struggles to recall, but at last] Oh Eve! It’s you, Eve! Our class teacher used to joke 

about our names: Adam [points at himself] and Eve [points at her]!  

EVE: Yes, [imitates in a manly tone] Adam and Eve! Our class teacher was hilarious! 

ADAM: [amused] Yes. So, how are you, Eve? 

EVE: I’m great, and you? 

ADAM: I’m great too … you know, we haven’t seen for ages … 

EVE: Yes … it’s been a long time. 

ADAM: Do you remember your nickname back then? 

EVE: [embarrassed] Come on … 

ADAM: [teasingly] The sleepy piggy, don’t you remember? 

EVE: [smiles] Well … 

ADAM: [embarrassingly]… but you’ve become such a beauty now … 

EVE: [bashfully] well … and … do you remember the harmonica? 

ADAM: You gave it to me for my birthday, how can I forget that? 

EVE: It was an amazing harmonica. 

ADAM: And you even carved my name on it! 

EVE: I’m glad that you liked it so much, and you even wrote a song with it! [uncertain] What’s 

that song … um … 

ADAM: [humming] “Twinkle twinkle little star” … 

EVE: Oh, yes! What a beautiful song! 

ADAM: Thanks. So, um … Eve, what do you do now? 

EVE: Me? I’m a school teacher, never thought of that. And you? 

ADAM: Well, I’m writing a book. 
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EVE: A book? 

ADAM: Yeah, a book, an autobiography, a story about myself. 

EVE: [teasingly] Your story? Really? But we used to call you the forgetful Adam! 

ADAM: That’s true … but I think I can remember better now. 

EVE: You sure? [jokingly] What’s your name again? 

ADAM: Madam, I’m Adam. 

EVE: [jokingly] Pardon? 

ADAM: Call me Adam. 

EVE: [jokingly] Are you sure? 

ADAM: Yes, Adam is my name. 

EVE: [jokingly] Again? 

ADAM: Adam. Adam and Eve. 

EVE: [relaxes] Come on, let’s have a drink somewhere. I’d like to read your book. How much 

have you finished? 

ADAM: [looks at the ground] As much as you can see on the ground. 

EVE: [amused] Well, that’s … quite a lot!  

ADAM: Will you read all of them? It will be my pleasure! 

EVE: [excited] What are we waiting for? Let’s go! 

 

[ADAM and EVE pick up the pages on ground and start to walk off. They chat on the way] 

 

EVE: [noticing the flower] Hey, I like the flower, what’s its name? 

ADAM: Forget-me-not. 

EVE: Why is it there? 

ADAM: [proudly] You’ll read about it in my story. 

EVE: Forget-me-not, what a beautiful name … 

 

[ADAM and EVE disappear from stage] 

[light fades out] 

[music fades in] 

[curtain] 

 

[On screen projects the words:  

"<ADAM: FORGET-ME-NOT> CHAPTER 1 – I WAS A FORGETFUL BOY WHEN I WAS YOUNG, EVERYONE USED TO CALL ME 

THE FORGETFUL ADAM. BUT THINGS CHANGED WHEN SOMETHING STRANGE HAPPENED TO ME ONE DAY…"] 



 xxi 

 



 

00 

 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
1 

Oasis 

 

I Have Grown to be a Different Boy 

Vincent Leung    1A 

_________________ 

 

Dear Chris, 

 

 Hello! How are you? Thank you for your letter. 

 

 From 4th to 6th October, I went to the personal growth camp held by my school, 

Pui Ching Middle School. It took place in the BGCA Campsite. I am really excited to 

share my experience with you. 

 

 On the first day, I played games with my classmates. One of the games was named 

“Time Out”, which impressed me very much. We were very happy and I learnt to work 

with others. Among all the games, I learnt that following rules was the most important 

thing in cooperating with others. 

 

 On the second day, we took part in orienteering with 4 teachers. Next, we were 

arranged to hike along the streams. This was really not an easy task to accomplish. The 

whole trip took about 7 hours. Many of my classmates got wet and it was really 

demanding. Luckily, I was not soaked during this task. Some of my classmates, who 

slipped, even cried and got hurt because of the wet surface of the stones. I will never 

forget the experience during the trip. Our class was separated into 2 groups. We had to 

walk through a forest. It’s not a difficult task. Then, we had to walk along the streams. 

At that moment, most of our students got wet. We were all very tired and were allowed 

to take a rest before we moved on to the next task, the most exciting one – rock 

climbing. Skills and good physical strength were needed to perform the task. I helped 

many team members and even my class teacher, Ms. Tam. Finally, we overcame all 

barriers and continued the hiking, but I had to carry two more bags for my classmates 
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as they were injured. That was the most tiring day in my life. 

 

 That day, I learnt many things such as caring for others, giving a hand to those in 

need and overcoming difficult tasks which were thought to be impossible. I could 

strongly experience the essence of the idiom “When there is a will, there is a way” that 

day. 

 

 On the last day, my classmates and I played a game that made us all wet again. 

Finally, my class teachers and we made an oath and wrote them on an orange ribbon. 

 

 Within these three days, I learnt to show understanding and considerations of 

others and give a helping hand to others when they were in need. Thanks to my school 

for running such a meaningful camp for us as it has helped us to become more mature. 

 

 Well, that’s all for now. Let’s keep in touch. Remember to write me something 

about your school life. 

 

Best wishes, 

Vincent 
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Best Day Ever 

Cledwyn Mak    1A 

_________________ 

 

Everyone wants to be a hero. Saving the World is every child’s dream, and mine 

too. That’s is why I became a hero. 

 

 “Hey, Cledwyn, time to wake up, or you’ll be late for school again.” 

 

 The sunlight shone on me. The air conditioner was set at 18 C. Everything was 

perfect in my bedroom, except for the alarm. Oh, I need to wake up. 

 

 “Mom, I’m coming!” I said feeling exhausted. “What do I have for breakfast, I’m 

starving.” 

 

 “Oh I’m sorry son. I forgot…” 

 

 “What?” I broke the sentence. “It’s gonna be a terrible day. I’m going to school 

now! Remember to prepare dinner.” I smiled. 

 

 When I walked out of the house, a strong wind blew on my face. I knew I would 

get rid of this kind of life. I needed to run. There were only 5 minutes left. What? 5 

minutes? 

 

 Anyway, I arrived at school on time. Mission accomplished. Awesome! It was the 

first day that I have not been late for school. Good not to be scolded by the teacher. 

 

 “Hey little boy.” A voice said from somewhere. 

 

 I wasn’t sure if someone was calling me, but I wanted to check it out. 

 

 “Hello, anyone here?” I said in a nervous voice. 
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 “Suddenly, a person came out. He was a man wearing a blue hat, “I’m sorry. Did 

you just call me?” 

 

 “Yes, I would like you to give me a hand, Cledwyn.” 

 

 “Wait a second. How do you know my name, and who…” 

 

 “I don’t have enough time to explain.” He interrupted impatiently. “Just trust me. 

I’m Zeck. I’m from the Magic World. I know that you feel strange and think I’m mad, 

but I’m really telling you the truth.” 

 

 “Sure, I trust you. But what do you want from me? I’m just a normal kid.” 

 

 “No, you’re not. Don’t you feel you can do things that other kids can’t do? 

Cledwyn, you’re different!” 

 

 “Yes. When I was 5, I wanted to drink a cup of tea. When I touched the cup, the 

tea turned ice, and…” 

 

 “That’s your power. Cledwyn. Take this; it can help you with your magic. It’s a 

wand.” He gave me a blue ‘stick’. 

 

 “Oh my gosh. I never thought this day would come. Hey, you said that you 

wanted a hand right?” 

 

 “Yes. There’s a villain, called Justin. He’s the only one using black magic in the 

entire Magic World. He came out a few days ago. He claimed that he wanted to control 

everybody. We have tried our best to stop him, but we failed. He’s too powerful. We 

now put all our hope in you.” 

 

 Everything seemed so complicated. “But what can I do? If the people in the Magic 

World cannot stop him, that means I can’t neither.” 
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 “Of course you can. You are the most powerful.” He became more impatient. 

 

 “Me? But I….” 

 

 “Stop talking twaddle. I’m gonna take you to the Magic World so you can have a 

look. Then you will understand what is happening.” 

 

 Everything changed suddenly. When I felt better, I was in a place covered in 

darkness. 

 

 “Zeck, where are we?” I said. “Hey, what are you looking at?” 

 

 “Oh, I’m sorry, it’s the Magic World.” 

 

 “What? Are we there? I expected the Magic World to be colourful.” 

 

 “Feel weird, don’t you? Justin did this.” 

 

 “He’s such an evil person. What can I do to stop him?” I said nervously. 

 

 “All you need to do is to practise.” I had expected him to say that. 

 

 “But I don’t even know about magic.” 

 

 “Of course you do. I’m gonna be your teacher. First, we need to go back to the 

Human World.” 

 

 Everything changed again. We went back to my home. 

 

 “Where should I practise my magic?” 

 

 “We can use magic to create a gateway through this wall.” He then took out his 
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wand and did some magic. Four doors suddenly appeared. 

 

 “I love magic, but why are there 4 doors?” I asked curiously. 

 

 “These 4 rooms refer to the 4 elements: water, fire, land, air. You can learn 

different magic. But today, we’re gonna practise water magic.” 

 

 He opened the first door. Oh, there was a room. 

 

 “It’s a beautiful place. Can I take some photos?” 

 

 “Be serious, okay? Let’s start! First, we need to know how to control water. Take 

your wand out! I’m gonna show you now.” 

 

 He also took out his wand and pointed at the sea. A few seconds later, water came 

out from the sea and splashed to the sand. 

 

 “Now, it’s your turn. Try it.” 

 

 I did the same thing as what he had. Gosh, I can really control water! 

 

 “Well done, Cledwyn. You’ve passed.” 

 

 “I’ve passed? It’s too easy.” 

 

 “Not yet. There are 10 levels in each element. I’m pretty sure that you’ll feel 

exhausted after the practice.” 

 

 “Don’t worry, I can handle it.” 

 

2 days later…… 

 

 “You’ve finished all your practice. Now you’re able to save the world.” said Zeck 
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excitedly. However, I felt extremely exhausted and paid no attention to him. 

 

 “Yes sir.” I hoped Justin wouldn’t show up. 

 

 “Ring-ring”, Zeck’s phone was ringing. “What? Okay…. Okay… I’ll bring him 

there.” 

 

 “What’s wrong Zeck?” I wondered if it was something. 

 

 “A wizard claims that he has seen Justin in the Magic World.” 

 

 “Oh my…. We need to go to the Magic World.” He took me there in no time. 

 

 Suddenly, a man wearing a black shirt and black pants appeared. I thought he was 

Justin. “Hey you, are you Justin?” 

 

 He turned and walked towards us. 

 

 “I’m Justin, who are you kid?” he said impolitely. 

 

 “I’m Cledwyn. I am here to stop your plot.” 

 

 “What? This is ridiculous. Nobody can defeat me.” 

 

 He then attacked Zeck. Suddenly, Zeck fell down and a lot of blood came out 

from his mouth. 

 

 “Zeck,” I cried. “You’ve killed him. You need to pay for this!” 

 

 I took out my wand and did the magic that Zeck had taught me, but Justin 

shielded himself. 

 

 “That’s it? I’m gonna be the one who wins.” 
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 Whenever he used fire magic, I couldn’t shield myself. I needed to find a way to 

counter-attack him. Oh, water was the solution. 

 

 “Let’s see if you can shield yourself from this.” I got the water from the pond and 

splashed it on him, but nothing happened. 

 

 “See? I’m the most powerful!” 

 

 Suddenly, his body started to freeze and he turned to ice. I had succeeded! I had 

saved the entire world! I needed to tell Zeck this, so he would be happy. What a good 

teacher and friend he was. I wished him all the best in heaven. 

 

 The darkness was gone. The sky was blue again. The trees and animals were alive 

now. Everybody clapped to thank me. I was glad that the villain was gone. I was a 

hero.  

 

 Wait, it’s school time! 

 

 The time was 8 o’clock. Whenever I go to the Magic World, time in the Human 

World stops. 

 

 “Ring-ring”. It was time for me to put away the magic stuff and carry my school 

bag. 

 

 A new day started. I needed to enjoy every second at school and help catch all the 

villains in the real World. 
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A Letter to a New Friend 

Cheryl Ho    1B 

_________________ 

 

20 September 2010 

Dear Chris, 

 

Hello, nice to know you. My name is Cheryl. Let me introduce myself first. I was 

born on 12th February and I’m 12 years old. I live with my family in Hong Kong. I 

have many hobbies. I like drawing most and I like drawing little cats because they’re 

cute! I like to sleep with teddy bears every night because they’re soft and warm. 

 

There are five members in my family. They are my parents, brother, sister and I. 

My sister’s name is Giles and my brother is called Ross. Both of them are younger than 

me. They study in the same primary school. My sister and I love drawing very much so 

we often draw together when we have finished our homework. 

 

I am a secondary school student. I study in Pui Ching Middle School and I’m in 

Form One. I like my class because my classmates are all very friendly and nice. My 

class teachers are kind and considerate. My favourite subject is Science because I like 

doing experiments. Besides, I like singing so much that I join the school choir. Last 

week, I wrote a poem during the English lesson. Let me show you my ‘Bio Poem’. 

 

Cheryl 

Self-confident, imaginative, creative, independent 

Sibling of Giles and Ross 

Lover of drawing 

Who feels happy all the time 

Who needs 48 hours a day 
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Who would like to eat ice-cream 

Resident of Hong Kong 

Ho 

 

Hope you find it fun. Please send my love to your family. Write back soon. 

 

Best wishes, 

Cheryl 
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Hello Chris! 

Stella Hung    1B 

_________________ 

 

17th September, 2010 

Dear Chris, 

 

     How are you? I’m so glad to know you. 

 

     My name is Stella. I’m 12 years old. 16th October is my birthday. How about 

yours?  I live in Hong Kong, but my favourite stars aren’t here. They’re in the USA. I 

love eating ice-cream. It feels so cool when I eat ice-cream on hot days. What kind of 

food do you like the best? 

 

     There are four members in my family. My brother studies at the same school 

with me. My mom and dad are both teachers. My mom likes to eat chips while 

watching TV. My father loves reading a lot. We usually have a “family night” on 

Fridays, eating tons of food as we are watching television until we eventually can no 

longer stuff our stomach with a single bite of snacks. 

 

     I have been studying at Pui-Ching since I was three. I’m in grade 7 now. I like 

my class because most of my classmates are gentle and friendly. My favourite subject 

is Science. It makes me feel good when I mix liquids into solutions. I still haven’t 

taken part in any extra-curricular activities yet. But I’m quite sure that I’ll join one 

soon. 

 

     How about you? Can you tell me something about your country, school and 

family? I’m looking forward to hearing from you. 

 

Love, 

Stella
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A Day in the Zoo 

Rainbow Cheng    1B 

_________________ 

 

Last weekend, I went to the Sunshine Zoo with my parents and little brother, Sam. 

We went there early in the morning. When we arrived at the zoo entrance, there was 

already a very long queue. After waiting for 15 minutes, my patience started to run out. 

But when I saw Sam jumping up and down excitedly, I forced myself to calm down. 

After waiting for almost a century, the whole queue swarmed into the zoo. 

   

   We followed the crowd to visit different animals, such as kangaroos, zebras, tigers 

and many others. But monkeys were what Sam was interested in most so he ran to look 

at them. However, the sight did not please Sam because we could just see three sad 

monkeys crammed in a tiny cage. Sam waved his lollipop and tried to cheer up the 

three lonely monkeys. 

 

   Suddenly, one of the monkeys jumped out from the open cage and grabbed Sam’s 

lollipop. Then it ran away as fast as it could. Everything happened so fast that it had 

been a while before we discovered what was happening. Dad rushed to the zoo staff 

and told them what had happened. Mum and I stayed to comfort Sam, who was crying 

madly. 

 

   After a long chase between the monkey and the zoo staff, the naughty monkey was 

finally captured. The staff locked up the monkey carefully and apologized to us. Also, I 

‘sacrificed’ my own pocket money to buy Sam an ice-cream to cheer him up. It worked 

perfectly well. 

 

   It’s a special and exciting experience to me. We all enjoy it so much except Sam; he 

is afraid of monkeys since then. 
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Vanessa – My Best Friend 

Annette Chu    1C 

_________________ 

 

Dear Chris, 

 

How are things with you? Thank you very much for your letter. It’s so nice to hear 

from you. Are you busy with your school work? 

  

I’m writing to tell you about my best friend. Her name is Vanessa. She’s a tall and 

thin girl who has long curly hair and a pair of almond-shaped eyes. Vanessa is very 

cheerful and friendly, with a beautiful smile. She likes to wear shorts and colourful 

T-shirts that make her look young and energetic. 

 

Vanessa is an outgoing and active person. She loves to play many outdoor 

activities, especially basketball, volleyball and Track & Field events. She is very good 

at sports and she got many medals awarded from school competitions. 

 

She is my best friend mainly because we are almost of the same character. We 

share a lot of mutual interests and characteristics. For example, we both love sports and 

we take part in the same outdoor activities. In spare time, we tend to do similar things 

together, such as reading and swimming. We are inseparable and I’m so glad and proud 

to have Vanessa as my best friend. 

 

If you are free, please write to me and tell me more about your best friend. I’m 

looking forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Love, 

Annette  
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Timo Boll’s Sad Love Story 

John Lee    1C 

_________________ 

 

“The final winner of WTTC is……” 

 

Timo Boll was a very poor fellow. However, he was a very talented table-tennis 

player. He started playing table tennis since he was a kid. There was a man called 

Taylor Metro, who volunteered to be his coach and taught him table-tennis skills for 

free. At the age of twenty, Timo was already a professional player. The USA 

table-tennis team even wanted to invite him to be a member of their team. Nevertheless, 

he declined the offer because he did not want to be famous, as he wanted to remain a 

normal person. 

 

However, Timo changed his mind later because of his passion for table tennis. He 

decided to participate in an international competition called the World Table-Tennis 

Cup (WTTC). A few months later, he met a girl called Ashley Tisdale and they quickly 

fell in love with each other. Timo came up with a brilliant idea, which was to keep his 

participation in the competition a secret. He wanted to do this because he would give 

the prize from the competition to Ashley as a surprise if he managed to defeat his 

opponent in the final. He wishfully hoped that Ashley would be touched and marry him 

after the competition. 

 

So later, the competition took place. Due to his extraordinary talent, Timo made 

his way to the final round by defeating all the other players easily. His coach, Taylor 

Metro, was very proud of his performance. Yet, he still had no idea at this point that 

Timo was actually in love with Ashley, Timo’s final opponent. When it came to the 

time of the final match, both Timo and Ashley were shocked as they did not expect to 

see each other in the competition. Since Timo did not want anyone to know that he was 
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in a relationship with Ashley, he pretended that he did not know her. During the final 

match, Timo started the game by letting Ashley get more points since he was really in 

love with her. Nonetheless, Taylor and his audience scolded him so he had no choice 

but to play hard and win the match.   

 

“The final winner of WTTC is – Timo!” The host of the competition announced. 

 

When he was receiving the championship trophy, Timo saw Ashley stared at him 

angrily and ran away. From then on, Timo could never see Ashley again and could not 

even contact her. He went on to win more prizes and become more famous and richer 

than ever, but these were all meaningless to him as there was nobody to share the ups 

and downs in his life with him. 

 

Three years passed and Timo had already retired from his career as a professional 

table-tennis player. One day, Timo met Ashley in the street unexpectedly. Timo Boll 

said hello to her excitedly, but Ashley had forgotten him already. Later, Timo 

discovered that she had a new boy friend and he broke down and cried all day long.  

He thought he was so unlucky. 

 

How desperate was Timo Boll? He has achieved so many things in his table-tennis 

career, but he also lost the love of his life because of his success. 
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A Letter to Sidney! 

Crystal Chuk    1D 

_________________ 

 

17th September, 2010 

Dear Sidney,  

 

Hi! Nice to meet you! I’m glad to be your pen-friend. Let me introduce myself 

first. My name is Crystal Chuk Hiu Lam. I’m twelve years old too. I’m about 160cm 

tall. I have long black hair and brown eyes. My hobbies are playing the piano, the flute 

and playing computer games. I live with my parents and my brother happily in Hong 

Kong. I study in the same school with my brother, Kelvin. He’s now in F.5 and I’m in 

F.1. My dad works in a company in Kowloon Bay and my mum is a housewife.  

 

I live quite far away from my school, Pui Ching Middle School, which is located 

in Ho Man Tin, so I need to go to school by car. The teachers in my school are nice and 

they always play games with us, so I like them very much. My school is so big that I 

sometimes get lost. My favourite subjects are Music and English. I want to be a teacher 

in the future. 

 

I have drawn some pictures in the letter. They’re all about myself and my family. 

Hope you’ll like them. You mentioned that you like to play computer games in your 

leisure time, right? What’s your favourite game? 

 

I look forward to hearing from you soon! 

 

Best regards, 

Crystal 
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Sorry Nessie 

Natalie Hui    1D 

_________________ 

 

The Loch Ness Monster, Nessie, was a puzzle to everyone, so was it to me. I 

really wanted to know more about it. Many experts and explorers asked me to contact 

Nessie, but it was too difficult although I had the ability. What ability? I had no flying 

wings or strong arms like the Superwoman, but I could communicate with any creature 

in the world. 

 

 Something weird happened these few weeks. There were more and more people 

saying that they could see Nessie, and more and more people had got photos of it. I 

didn’t trust them because I thought it was too horrible if there really was a monster 

living in the lake. However, I changed my mind after answering the phone call from 

the Government. 

 

 I rushed to the Loch Ness Lake because the Government said there was a Loch 

Ness Monster destroying everything. I heard screams everywhere as people were 

running for their lives. However, a low and loud noise made me pay attention. It was 

the sound of someone bursting into tears. It’s Nessie! I traced after the voice and… I 

couldn’t believe my eyes! This huge monster was Loch Ness Monster? Wow…. While 

I was daydreaming, an enormous tail smashed on me. Arghh! I paid attention and 

yelled, “Calm down! What makes you lose your temper?” 

 

 I ran forward, “Please let me know!” 

 

 Nessie stopped and looked at me. “You human. Go away from me! Leave me 

alone! Why do you have to bother me?” 
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 “What did we do to you?” I asked politely. 

 

 Nessie burst into tears again, “No more photo-taking please! No more! I just want 

a comfortable and quiet life. I have already hidden far away, please don’t look for me 

anymore!” 

 

 I replied to Nessie that we wouldn’t bother it anymore and promised to leave her 

alone. Nessie was gone! 

 

 The problem was solved eventually! I was the heroine since then. 
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Character is More Important than Appearance 

for a Superstar 

Jonathan Li    1D 

_________________ 

 

Dear Chris, 

 

 I’m pleased to receive your letter. How are you? Do you enjoy your school life? 

I’m now preparing for a test next week. 

 

 You’ve asked a suitable person to give you advice for your debate. Here are three 

arguments I can think of. 

 

 First, is appearance more important than character in making a superstar famous? 

Absolutely not! Nowadays, many famous stars are dishonest. They feign to be nice in 

front of the camera, but in reality, they get along with other people with a bad attitude. 

Although they have good appearances, they don’t have good characters. 

 

Second, let’s look at Paris Hilton. Her father is a hotel tycoon. She spends 

extravagantly and uses 13 LV suitcases for a trip. People may envy the valuable items 

she possesses. However, this is not the whole picture. During the World Cup held in the 

Republic of South Africa, she was discovered by the police that she took drugs. This 

piece of news lets us know if a pop star is behaving badly, he/she cannot gain respect 

from other people. The character is more important. 

  

Third, let’s look at Harley. He is just the opposite of Paris Hilton. He doesn’t have 

hands or legs ever since he was born. Everyone looked at him with prejudiced look. 

Despite being despised, he didn’t give up. He worked hard to gain knowledge and 

finished his university degree. He even talked about Jesus everywhere. Now, he has 
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become a star. All the mass media wants to visit him and report his story. He has never 

stopped sharing with others the grace Jesus has granted him. He delivers speeches 

around the world and advises people not to give up. He is a real star. He isn’t 

handsome, but he gets along with people peacefully. 

  

I hope you will find my opinion useful. Good luck. Write back when you have 

time. 

 

Best wishes, 

Jonathan 
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Saul’s Nightmare 

Jason Cheng    1E 

_________________ 

 

On a lovely morning, everyone went to school happily except Saul, a guy who 

was so used to being lonely. 

 

Saul didn’t have many friends because of his selfishness and violent behavior. 

One day, he brought some tasty cookies made by his mother to school. Peter, one of 

Saul’s friends, saw his cookies and asked if he could share with him. “I’m starving, 

Saul. Can you give me some cookies?” Peter asked. “Bring your own cookies and never 

ask me to share mine with you!” Saul answered angrily, Peter sobbed and went away. 

From that day onwards, Peter never talked to Saul again. 

 

On another school day, while Saul was talking with John about an important 

project, they started arguing. “My idea is better!” said Saul. “Mine is better!” replied 

John. “No! Yours is not good enough!” Saul insisted. John was angry and said, “Your 

idea is dumb so you should use my idea!” Saul was so angry that he went out of control 

and punched John. John decided to hit him back and they got into a serious fight. The 

students around just stood there to watch them fight and wait for the discipline teacher 

to come. At last, their project received zero mark and both of them were punished by 

the teacher. Since this incident, John never talked to Saul again. 

 

After school, Saul usually walked home by himself. However, Saul once felt that 

he was being followed by someone on the way home. That evening, he suddenly 

discovered a person at the corner of a path. The man was in black clothes, black hat, 

black pants and black glasses. He said, “If you keep on being selfish and violent, you’ll 

be in big trouble on 4th April, 2004. Ha, Ha, Ha, Ha!!!” He laughed cruelly and 

disappeared. Saul was scared. He asked himself, “who is that guy?” 
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Time flew and it was 4th April, 2004. Saul was still being selfish and violent as 

usual because he had already forgotten the warning the stranger had given him. 

However, the same cruel laugh started revolving in his head again. He eventually 

recalled the mysterious man’s talk. Saul was pretty scared now. “What if the guy was 

right?” He wondered. 

 

The same night, Saul had a horrible nightmare. First, he met Peter’s son, who 

cried and said to him, “why didn’t you lend money to us, you selfish guy? If you had 

lent us some money, my father would not have died so early!” Saul was confused by his 

accusation but before he could ask, he had flown to another place. He realized that he 

was in a poor village. He heard some reporters saying, “Saul’s family is the richest in 

the world but they refused to share their wealth so many people died here. However, 

Saul was already dead…” “Wait! Am I dead?” Saul thought. All of a sudden, he was 

flying at lightning speed and this time he ended up in his own funeral. Yet, none of the 

people he knew was in attendance, not even his relatives. “No, No! I can’t become 

that!” Saul thought. 

 

Shortly after the nightmare, Saul found himself in a bed and realized that nothing 

had ever happened. Although his encounter was not real, Saul never forgot the lesson 

he had learned from his dream and he could gradually make more and more friends. 

Saul really wanted to thank the mysterious guy sincerely for his guidance, but he never 

got the chance to meet him again. 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
23 

Oasis 

 

All about My Best Friend – Annette 

Vanessa Wong    1E 

_________________ 

 

Dear Chris, 

 

It’s been a long time since I last wrote to you. How’s everything going? I’m sorry 

that I didn’t reply earlier. I was very busy with my school exam, but now I finally get 

the chance to write to you! 

  

In your last letter, you asked me about my best friend. My best friend is Annette, 

who also goes to my school. She’s a tall and good-looking girl with long straight hair. 

She’s quite slim and fit for her age. She loves to wear clothes that make her look older. 

Although her mum usually wants her to wear vivid clothes and dresses, she never 

listens to her mother because she prefers a more mature style. 

 

Annette is absolutely a chatterbox. We spend a lot of time talking to each other 

over the phone or online! Moreover, she’s a member of the school’s Swimming and 

Athletics Teams. This shows that she is a sporty and active student at school. To me, 

she is a genius who manages to strike a balance between her academic results and 

hobbies. The best part about her personality is that she always shows consideration to 

her friends. She loves caring about others. 

 

 Annette and I are inseparable. She is my best friend who always understands and 

cares about me and I’ll never take her for granted. I’m confident that our friendship 

will last forever, as I’m very grateful for having a buddy like her.  

 

Well, that’s all for now. How about your best friend? Please write back and tell me 

about him or her. 

 

Love, 

Vanessa 
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Something about Me 

Christine Yum    1F 

_________________ 

 

17th September, 2010 

Dear Chris, 

 

How are you? Let me introduce myself first. 

 

My name is Christine. I am 12 years old. My birthday is on 18th July. I live in 

Kowloon Tong. The building I live in is not tall because it is close to the airport (the 

old airport we used many years ago). I like to play the piano and basketball. They are 

really interesting. 

 

There are 4 members in my family. They are my father, mother, my younger 

sister and me. My father is a businessman and my mother is a housewife. They work 

hard every day to take care of us. My father likes fishing, but he never brings any fish 

home for us. My mother likes watching TV. We always talk about movie stars together. 

 

I study at Pui Ching Middle School. And I am in Class 1F. I like this class very 

much because I have lots of friends here. The teachers are also very nice and cheerful. 

My favourite subject is P.E. I like playing different kinds of sports. In fact, I am a 

member of the school Basketball Team. We have won quite a number of matches. 

Perhaps I can send you some photos to let you know more about our team. 

 

Life in secondary school is quite different from primary school. I am trying my 

best to cope with it. How about you? 

 

Please send my regards to your family. Write back soon! 

 

Best Wishes, 

Christine 
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A Day at the Zoo 

Christine Yum    1F 

_________________ 

 

Last week, I went to the Sunshine Zoo with my parents and my little brother. It 

was a sunny day. We went there after lunch by bus. When we arrived, we were all 

amazed to see a long queue in front of the entrance. We lined up at the end but after 30 

minutes we still could not buy any tickets. I felt so annoyed that I complained to my 

father angrily, “We have already been waiting for 30 minutes, I’m very hot now. When 

can we get in?” 

 

As the weather became hotter and hotter, I felt angrier and more annoyed. 

Eventually after a 45-minute standing in line, we entered. The zoo was not as 

wonderful as I had expected. It was very small and only a few species of animals could 

be found. I felt so disappointed that I wanted to leave, even though I had waited for a 

long time. I walked a long way under the sun, and saw many monkeys crammed in a 

tiny cage obviously too small for them. They looked helpless and poor. I thought they 

must feel the same as me. 

 

Suddenly, I discovered that the cage door was open. “Be careful!” I shouted. 

However, it was already too late. A monkey jumped out of the cage and snatched my 

brother’s lollipop. My brother was so shocked that he could not help crying. I stayed 

beside my brother and tried to comfort him. My father went to the office and reported 

to the staff about the accident. 

 

The staff arrived shortly, and searched everywhere for the monkey. It took them 

30 minutes to catch it. They apologized for the trouble. They also gave my brother an 

ice-cream to compensate for the ‘stolen’ lollipop. 

 

This adventure made today’s visit very exciting, because we had helped the zoo to 

settle the mess. How great! Besides, we recommended the staff give more living space 

to the monkeys in order to prevent them from running away again.
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“We Should be Charitable Even if There’s No 

Reward: The Jade Rabbit” 

Emma Lai    2A 

_________________ 

 

I must say, as the Jade Rabbit, I really am flattered. Who’d have thought those 

three poorly-dressed, pitiful-looking, old men would be the well-known fairy sages? 

Unlike my fellow animals I was unable to furnish anything other than herbage, since 

the fox and the monkey both offered food to those men. I determined to give myself 

away and perish as the cottontail that I am: helpful, caring, sympathetic… and 

delicious! 

 

I jumped into the pot to meet my fate… my doom. Thereat, the queerest thing 

happened. Well, the strangest thing was, nothing happened. It was not hot in the pot, 

instead a plume of smoke ascended, boosting me up to heaven it seemed. 

 

I was bewildered… I thought I must be hallucinating. Was I going to heaven? No, 

you Numbskull, I scolded myself. Death is painful and you can’t feel anything. I 

pinched myself… Ow, that hurts, you Dimwit. Anyhow, that meant I definitely was not 

hallucinating. Below me stood the three old men – having withdrawn their masquerade 

to reveal their true identity – the legendary fairy sages. They smiled at me and I smiled 

back. My ears roared, then a heavenly voice spoke to me saying I was being blessed by 

the gods. 

 

The next thing I knew I was already here, in my new abode. I was even granted a 

moon palace and a day to celebrate my kindness towards the sages. And truth be told, 

we should be charitable even if there’s no reward.   
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“Hello Mr. Armstrong! The Jade Rabbit” 

Isaac Tsui    2A 

_________________ 

 

“Hello, Mr. Armstrong. It’s a pleasure to meet you. We don’t have many visitors, 

and yes, I’m a rabbit on the Moon. How did I get here? That’s a long story…” 

 

It all began back in once upon a time, when I frolicked and did whatever normal 

rabbits do. One day, I saw three beggars who were asking a monkey for food. You’ll 

never guess what that ape did. He gave them a banana! Yuk! How disgusting! I went 

forward and told the poor tramps that I would get them a nice juicy carrot. They 

exchanged bewildered glances, apparently unable to understand the language of rabbits. 

Either that or they didn’t know what a carrot was, which seemed likely, as they seemed 

to be uneducated. Then I saw a pot of water bubbling away nearby. I gestured towards 

the pot. “I’m going to get you some food!” They finally understood, giving looks of 

approval. 

 

But tragedy struck! I tripped over the firewood and fell into the pot! The beggars 

were ecstatic, of course. Then the weirdest thing in my uneventful life happened! The 

strangers were no longer beggars, but a trio of well-dressed, floating dudes looking as 

cool as three human beings could possibly be. Along with me, they rose to the heavens! 

I thought I was going to die! 

 

I didn’t, however. Instead, I ended up in this beautiful palace! However, after my 

initial excitement, life became excruciatingly boring again. Especially since I have to 

live forever. Poor me! 
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A Profile of Allen Zeman 

Jevon Lau    2A 

_________________ 

 

Allen Zeman was born in 1949 in Regensburg, Germany, and was raised in 

Montreal, Canada, because his mother worked there. His father died when Allen was 

eight. After his father’s death, they didn’t have enough money, therefore Allen dropped 

out of college and started working at the age of ten. But at that time, he already had the 

talent to be a businessman. 

 

By the age of nineteen, while he was working for a lingerie company, he had 

earned 1 million Canadian dollars, awesome! He made his first fortune by importing 

clothes from Hong Kong. As he frequently travelled to Hong Kong for work in 1970s, 

he thought Hong Kong was a great place, so he decided to move to the territory in 1975. 

He got married and has 2 children now. 

 

In 1975, he founded Colby Inter. Group to source clothing from China to be 

exported to Canada. In late 2000, by now a much larger and diversified company, 

Colby was sold to Li & Fung Ltd., a major competitor. In 1983, he opened ‘California’ 

Restaurant in Lan Kwai Fong because he felt Hong Kong had no western restaurant 

that suited his needs. While he had more profits from the restaurant he owned, he 

bought the entire block in 1984 and thus launched his career as entertainment operator. 

As he operated the entire building in Lan Kwai Fong to be the most important bar and 

night life districts in Hong Kong, he now owns 65% of the district’s property! Wow! 

 

   In 2004, he was invited to be the ‘Chief Executive of Hong Kong’ and to become 

the Chairman of Ocean Park, at last he chose to manage Ocean Park, and he succeeded 

in increasing the number of visitors despite the opening of Hong Kong Disneyland. In 
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the same year, he was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star for the HKSAR! The 2007 

Forbes article referred to Allen as ‘Hong Kong Mouse Killer’ because of the fact that 

Ocean Park is having great profits while Hong Kong Disneyland struggles. 

 

  He had a good heart, and he decided to give his whole property to charity because 

he thought he couldn’t take his money away and he thought the difference between the 

rich and the poor was that what they ate was either cheap or expensive. 

 

As he had a great heart and the talent of adaptation to changes, I think he’s my star 

that inspires me to have my dream come true. 

 

In conclusion, I think he’s a great man that loves Hong Kong. He made Lan Kwai 

Fong a famous tourist spot in Hong Kong and he uses his whole property to save and 

help the poor. He should be the star of all of us. 
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Loving Bill and Liz 

Chan Cheuk    2A 

_________________ 

 

Ten years ago, Bill went to the Superdome to watch a concert of his favorite group, 

the 7-ips. When he arrived at the Superdome, Bill found that a girl was sitting on his 

seat. So he asked, “Excuse me, my ticket number is Y62, but why are you sitting 

here?” Then the girl took her ticket out and said, “I am so sorry. My seat is behind a 

pillar, so I changed it.” After apologizing to Bill, she went back to her seat. 

 

When the concert started, the girl could not watch the show because of the pillar. 

Bill was unhappy about his decision of telling the girl to go back to her seat. So he said 

to the girl, “My name is Bill. Would you like to change your seat with me so you can 

watch the show clearly?” The girl accepted his offer and said, “Thank you! My name is 

Liz. You are so kind.” And they enjoyed the concert happily. 

 

As they were leaving the Superdome, Bill invited Liz to have a meal. But she said 

that she had to catch her train home. Bill felt very disappointed about it and he was 

afraid that he would never meet Liz again.  

 

Several months later, Bill went to the Superdome to watch another show of 7-ips. 

The same place, the same seat and the same people! Bill found that Liz was sitting next 

to him! They talked happily and they realized that the pillar had been removed. Both of 

them were happy during the concert.  

 

After the show, Bill invited Liz to have supper again. This time Liz accepted! 

After that, they met each other many times. One day, when Bill was having dinner with 

Liz, he proposed to her. At last, they got married and lived happily ever after.  
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The Most Horrible Yet Loveliest Dinner 

Chris Au    2B 

_________________ 

 

“My lovely children, see you in the evening,” said mum before she closed the 

door. “Take a seat,” dad said, “In order to celebrate mum’s birthday, I suggest cooking 

her a delicious dinner. When she comes home, she can take a rest and enjoy her 

birthday.” “That’s a great idea!” my younger sister and I agreed with him. 

 

 “Now we have to decide what to cook. Chris, write a shopping list, jot down 

where we have to go and what ingredients we should buy, OK? We’ve to buy…” dad 

had a lot of ideas. 

 

 After lunch, we went to the wet market. “Where are we? This place is very 

disgusting! There are too many mosquitoes and cockroaches.” Whilst dad was 

complaining, we had already bought all the ingredients we needed. 

 

 Then, we went to the supermarket. My younger sister was excited. She kept on 

pushing the trolley around while she was taking all her favourite snacks from the 

shelves. Dad was speechless. His face told me that he was bored and tired. When we 

went to the cashier, the trolley was stacked with drinks and snacks. Dad was 

flabbergasted to see the total amount of money. It was $1520!   

 

 When we arrived home, dad immediately ran into the kitchen and started to cook. 

We wanted to help but he refused, claiming that he had good cooking skills. He was 

sweating hard while he was cooking. Unfortunately, the fire was too strong so the 

chilly beef he was cooking was burnt and it smelt horrible. 

 

 Before dad could finish cooking the dinner, mum had returned home. Clumsily, 
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dad put the dishes on the table and let us try the food. “Dad, the beef tastes horrible. Do 

you really know how to cook?” we complained. Dad was upset and angry with himself. 

However, mum felt delighted and touched. “Dear, thank you so much! Although the 

food does not taste very good, you did so much for my birthday!” mum exclaimed.  

 

 Finally mum asked us if we would like to have instant noodles with fried eggs. We 

nodded immediately. We rushed into the kitchen and helped her. Although it was a 

simple meal, it tasted wonderful because we cooked it together on mum’s birthday! 
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Sleep Earlier, Bad Luck Gone Forever! 

Lipmann Wong    2B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Peter, 

 

     Thanks for your previous letter. How are you? Are you feeling better now? I feel 

truly sorry for what you encountered last Friday. I understand how you feel because I 

have been through a similar experience. I forgot to bring my homework to school. My 

teacher was really furious and I was told to stay behind until 7:00 p.m.! Therefore, now 

I always jot down what I need to bring on my notebook and pack my schoolbag before 

I go to bed. 

 

     After reading your letter, I can tell why you were unlucky that day. It was all 

because you did your homework late at night. Try not to do your homework just before 

the deadline. Do it immediately after you arrive home and then you will not sleep late. 

Moreover, you must buy a new alarm clock because yours is too old. We saw a pretty 

robot alarm clock in the department shop next to your estate last week, remember? And 

the price was low! Buy a new one for yourself immediately, otherwise you will often 

wake up late in the morning. 

 

     Your estate is too old so a regular lift check is necessary. There may be other 

kinds of regular check ups in the future so you need to read the notice carefully, or else 

you will have to walk 16 floors again! Since you were late, you could not catch the bus 

or a taxi. As you were careless, you forgot to bring your homework. Be more careful, 

buddy, then you won’t feel depressed next time. 

 

     Do you know why you had stomachache that day? It was because you did not 

have your breakfast. Do you remember Mrs. Mak once told us that we needed to have a 
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healthy diet so as to stay healthy? 

 

     Hearing that you are not going to join your Sports Day in the coming December, 

the word “superstitious” jumped into my mind. Don’t’ be afraid of any “Black Friday”, 

it won’t bring you bad luck or kill you. Join some events! Playing sports can make you 

healthier and your “Bad Luck” will go away. I wish you all the best on Sports Day. If 

you still have any problems, don’t hesitate to write to me! 

 

                      Best regards, 

                Chris 
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“Remember Not to be Lazy: Wu Kang” 

Charles Leung    2B 

_________________ 

 

“If you look at the Moon, you’ll see a black shadow. That’s me, Wu Kang. 

 

 I was once a lazy farmer who always changed apprenticeships. I dreamed of being 

immortal so I went up a mountain to find a wise old man, hoping he could teach me to 

be a god. 

 

 First the old man taught me to cure sickness using herbs, but it was so difficult 

that I gave up after three days. Then, he taught me how to play chess but I gave up 

again! The old man looked angry and gave me a book about immortality to study. At 

first I was interested in reading it, but I put the book aside when I found it had 

thousands and thousands of pages.  

 

“Could you please let me travel to some exciting places?” I asked the old man. 

 

“OK,” the old man replied angrily, “I’ll send you to the Moon!” 

 

I felt excited and thought it would be a nice place to visit. When I landed on the 

Moon, I found nothing except myself. Boom! Suddenly a cassia tree appeared in front 

of me and started growing.  

 

While I was puzzling over this, the old man came up to me and said, “You are too 

lazy to be an immortal! I will punish you and leave you here until you can successfully 

cut down that cassia tree.” 

 

I immediately took the axe and started chopping day and night, but each time I 

chopped the tree down it magically grew again! 

 

It’s too late for me to regret. Remember, do not be lazy. 

 

Oh! It’s time for me to chop that tree again… 



 
 
 

 
36

Oasis 

 

What a Nice Guy! 

Winnie Chan    2C 

_________________ 

 

Last week was my best friend, Harry’s birthday. To celebrate, we went to a 

shopping mall and watched a movie. We were very hungry afterwards. I knew that 

there was a new restaurant in the mall so we decided to go there to have lunch.  

 

“Wouldn’t it be lovely to try something new on your birthday! Let’s have lunch 

here – “Lucky Choice Seafood Restaurant,” I said. 

 

“Table for two, please,” Harry said politely. The waiter simply pointed at a table 

in the corner and he was very rude. After making our order, I went to wash my hands in 

the restroom. When I came out, I was shocked to realize that the kitchen was in front of 

the toilet and I could see the chef smoking while he was cooking! 

 

“Oh my God! There goes the cigarette ash onto the dish!” I could not believe my 

eyes. “It’s Harry’s birthday today, how can I spoil his day?” I kept silent when I got 

back to my seat. 

 

Our food came fairly soon and we were very hungry. “Look Winnie! The 

garnishing of the dish looked great! It must be very tasty. Let’s try!” Harry said 

expectantly. 

  

As I had seen what was going on in the kitchen, I didn’t get much of an appetite.  

I looked around and was imagining things that might happen later on. Harry gazed at 

me while I was looking around and said, “Dear, today’s my birthday. Let’s try some.”  

 

“Oh… yeah… Today’s your birthday! Let’s eat.”  
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I took a deep breath, picked up my chopsticks and had my first bite of the fish. 

Soon, there was a strange feeling in my stomach. I couldn’t tell what it was, but it was 

simply strange. 

 

“Are you alright?” asked Harry. 

 

Suddenly, the strange feeling intensified so I rushed to the toilet. Just as I opened 

the door, I vomited all over the toilet floor. It was too rush that I wasn’t even able to 

reach the washbasin. “It was so embarrassing!” 

 

It took me a while to tidy up myself. When I came out, I saw Harry arguing with 

the waiter,  

 

“Your food makes my girlfriend sick!” 

 

“If you don’t like the food, GET OUT!” The waiter shouted at us rudely. 

 

We paid our bill and left the restaurant angrily. After that, we lodged a complaint 

about the restaurant to the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department. Two days 

later, the restaurant was closed.  

 

I was sorry for Harry as I did spoil his birthday. However, he smiled, forgave me 

and said, “Never mind. You are the one I care for. It’s important that you are all right 

and we can go wherever we want to celebrate again!” 

 

 “What a nice guy!” I said in my heart.  
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The Gamers’ Festival 

Lo Tsz Chun    2C 

_________________ 

 

Feeling bored about school life? Tired of doing assignments? Come and join our 

Gamers’ Festival! 

 

 The Gamers’ Festival is on the last school day every semester. Organized by the 

Youth Development Council, the purpose of the festival is to let secondary school 

students relax from heavy tests and assignments. At the same time, some brand new 

games designed by local computer-game designers will be tested by them.   

 

Don’t miss the chance! 

 

On Gamers’ Festival, all you need to do is to dress like a geek, with black 

T-shirts and jeans, and then go to the Hong Kong Community Hall, where thousands of 

computer games are waiting for you! A remarkable discount on all new computer 

games will also be given! 

 

Apart from the thousands of computer games, pizzas, spaghetti and burgers are 

also waiting for you for FREE! 

 

Thrilled by this wonderful chance? See you there!  
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Vampires’ Day 

Serah Ho    2C 

_________________ 

 

Vampires’ Day is a public holiday in Hong Kong. It is a special day for all 

citizens and it takes place on 15th April every year. It was established in 2009 by Peter 

Jims, who is a vampire lover. He believes Hong Kong people works very hard and the 

government should give them an extra day off to refresh their minds, meet friends and 

share their joy with vampires at night. 

 

On that day, there will be no school and no work so everyone can take a break 

in the morning. As dusk falls, all you need to do is to wear fake sharp, protruding teeth, 

a cape and go to Tsim Sha Tsui to join the most fabulous festival in Hong Kong --- the 

Vampire Fest.  

 

During this festival-of-the-year, you can take photos with other vampires and 

can also have a feel of beer, wine, cranberry juice and tomato cakes sponsored by 

Serah’s Beer & Bakery for FREE. 

 

The Vampire Fest is from 6pm to 6am till the next morning. Let’s come and 

join us!  
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“The Secret of Success: Wu Kang” 

Vincent Cheng    2D 

_________________ 

 

“Oh, it’s so boring!” I said. I just couldn’t have fun doing anything. I tried riding 

a horse one day, but it kept trying to throw me off. It was too dangerous, I thought. One 

morning, I wanted to learn archery. It seemed hard to learn too. I’ve never hit the 

bull’s-eye. It was embarrassing, so I gave it up as well. 

 

 Let me think. Maybe, being an immortal would be interesting! I found an old sage 

in the mountains, who promised he would teach me how to become immortal. “Wu 

Kang, I’ll first teach you how to play chess, so pay attention,” the immortal said. But it 

was silly. After ten minutes I asked, “Mr. Immortal, playing chess is boring. Isn’t there 

anything else you can teach me?” 

 

Then he gave me some books with crumbling covers, telling me they could give 

me a lot of knowledge and help me to become immortal. Reading was just as silly as 

playing chess, so I put away those books too. 

  

“Immortal, can you take me to an exciting, interesting place?” I asked. However, 

he replied, “You want fun? OK, if you can’t cut down that tree, then you won’t be able 

to return to Earth!” Just as I was considering what he said, I suddenly began floating 

and flew up to the sky! I went higher and higher and finally I landed on the Moon. 

 

 On the Moon, there was a tree with an axe beside it. I started logging the tree, but 

magically it grew back! I kept swinging my axe, but it just grew back every time! 

 

 Now, I feel regretful. Why did I always change apprenticeships? If I could return 

to Earth, I wouldn’t give up doing anything again. A person with perseverance will 

always be successful. 
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“A Story of Regret: Chang Er” 

Emily Yu    2D 

_________________ 

 

My name is Chang Er. I am the wife of Hou Yi. Many years ago, there were ten 

suns orbiting our Earth. All the plants began to dry up and die because of the intense 

heat, so nobody had any food to eat. They felt hungry and helpless. However, my 

husband Hou Yi was good at archery. He shot down nine of the suns using only nine 

arrows. He saved our civilization and made our planet cool again. Everybody liked him, 

so he became King. Later Hou Yi married me, so I was crowned as Queen. 

 

 However, Hou Yi started to behave badly and later changed into a cruel and 

arrogant person. The people were very disappointed. Still, he wanted to be King 

forever and didn’t want to die. He ordered his officials to look for the Elixir of Life. 

They told him that only the Goddess of the Moon had the Elixir of Life. Somehow, he 

stole it from her and kept it in a secret place that only he and I knew. I didn’t really 

want him to be King forever, because he was such a bad ruler. I wanted to save our 

people from him. 

 

 Just as I was about to throw away the elixir, I became curious about its effect. I 

too became greedy and I also wanted to live forever. So, I took the elixir and drank it 

all. After a moment, I felt a lot lighter than before. My body floated up into the air and 

I didn’t stop flying until I had reached the Moon. Since then, I have lived on the Moon 

and have been unable to leave. Only the Jade Rabbit and Mr. Wu Kang are here to 

accompany me. They don’t bother me much because they have other things to do: Mr. 

Wu Kang is always busy trying to cut down that special tree; the Jade Rabbit is happy 

just playing and eating. Yet I feel lonely. I regret what I did. I should have resisted the 

temptation. 
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“The Double” 

Cary Chan    2D 

_________________ 

 

Yesterday when I was walking along Pui Ching Road, I saw my double walking 

towards me. I looked at him and felt astonished. 

 

“Why is there a double of me?” I thought, but I didn’t know the answer. “Is it a 

mechanical person or an eccentric person?” I wondered.  

 

As he moved towards me, my heart thumped wildly and I began to sweat 

profusely. I worried that he would take me to some treacherous place, so I tried to run 

away. But it was too late… He embraced me and I fainted. 

 

When I woke up, I discovered I was standing in a time tunnel. He looked at me 

and smiled. Now he was quite tall with short hair and wore a pair of glasses.  

 

“I thought you would feel surprised and embarrassed when you came across me.  

Do you want to know who I am?” he asked. 

 

I replied, ‘Of course. Why did you bring me here?”  

 

He said he wasn’t a robot. He was the future me and showed me a video. In the 

video, I was knocked down by a car. I had died immediately. Actually, he came from 

the future with the purpose of saving my life. If I hadn’t met him, I would have been 

killed in a traffic accident. I really felt amazed about those things, I was delighted that 

he had saved my life. Suddenly, however, he disappeared without a trace. 

 

That night, I began thinking over the whole incident. I have learnt that, although 

we can’t control our fate, we can help each other to live a better life. 
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A Fable: The Rewards of Our Best Effort 

Cherry Kwok    2D 

_________________ 

 

Once upon a time, there was a famous old tailor. Due to his outstanding standard 

of workmanship, the princess of his country was very impressed with his work. One 

day, the tailor encountered the princess in a forest. She wanted to give the famous tailor 

a test to assess his ability. She asked him to make a tuxedo for her using only the 

materials that were available in the forest. If the tailor did not comply with her rules, he 

would be decapitated. However, the famous tailor would get a box of jewelry if he did 

a really good job. 

 

The old tailor didn’t worry so much about that difficult test. He was not afraid 

about the aftermath of making a poor quality tuxedo. He used leaves, a lot of flowers, a 

little horse mane and some grass to make the tuxedo. Finally he finished after one 

month. The famous tailor went to the castle and gingerly showed the finished product 

to the princess.  

 

The princess checked whether the tuxedo had any flaws and said, “Well done! 

Good job, tailor!” In the end, the tailor could relax and thanked the princess. The tailor 

received the box of jewelry in reward because he had done a good job. Now he could 

live happily with his wife forever. 

 

This story reminds us to have courage to try our best whatever the outcome. The 

harder we try, the more we improve. 
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A Fable: One Should Never be Greedy 

Coco Pang    2D 

_________________ 

 

Once upon a time, there were three people named Daniel, Ronald and Elizabeth.  

They were going to look for a treasure in a forest called the Dark Area. After they had 

brought the map, some grains, water and so on, they set out to the forest.  

 

They walked for three days and three nights arduously. Eventually, they arrived at 

Dark Area. However, they found that the treasure chest had been opened before they 

arrived. They also discovered that there was a corpse with much gold in his hands lying 

near the treasure. He looked ghastly and the colour of his face was purple! 

 

Daniel said, “Maybe the gold is poisonous!”  

 

Elizabeth said, “Let me do a test.” Then Elizabeth touched the gold with a fallen 

leaf. The leaf turned purple immediately and it proved that the gold was poisonous. 

 

Ronald said, “Oh! I know! The owner of the treasure wants to let us know there is 

no unearned thing in the world, and we must never be greedy.” 

 

After this trip, although they have got nothing at all, they comprehended a truth:  

There is no unearned thing in the world. A successful person must earn one’s own 

living. 
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Teddy Bear Festival—Make a Teddy Bear, the 

Poor Kids will Live Better! 

Jessica Lee    2D 

_________________ 

 

Teddy Bear Festival is a public holiday in Hong Kong. It is a special day for 

everyone to make a teddy bear on 19thMay every year. It was started by Lee Cheuk 

Lam in 2010. She believed that the poor kids needed our help and we could change the 

kids with a better life. 

 

On this day, schools will be closed and families can go to “the Bear Company”, 

which gives you the materials to make a stuffed bear. After you have finished your bear, 

you can give it to your parents or friends to thank them, but if you want to help the 

poor kids, you can return it to the company and they will sell the teddy bear and the 

proceeds will go to the poor kids. Besides, people will go to the Teddy Bear’s Party, 

too. 

 

At Teddy Bear’s Party, children will probably like all the food there because all 

the food will be shaped like Teddy bears and all the children will dress like a Teddy 

bear. Also, they will play games and listen to a speech on poor children’s lives, letting 

the children in Hong Kong know more about them and the ways to help them as well. 

In the evening, all the members of the club will say a prayer for the poor kids and ask 

more people to donate money! 

 

I hope that Teddy Bear Festival can really help the poor kids and improve their 

lives and it can continue in years to come. 
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My Festival- Apology Festival 

Jinny Yeung    2D 

_________________ 

 

Apology Festival is held before Christmas in Hong Kong. There must always be 

some conflicts between people within a year. For example, they will fight or argue just 

for trivial things. After that, they will be mad at each other without saying “sorry” at 

once. This festival can help people become friends again and everyone is welcome to 

join. The reason why it is held before Christmas is that they can forgive each other 

before Christmas, then they can enjoy a happy Christmas and their hearts will be filled 

with only happiness but not sorrow. 

 

On this day, people apologize to anyone they want. They can be teachers, friends 

or parents. They need to admit what they have done wrong to the other one and ask for 

forgiveness. Then, they need to shake hands or hug each other to show they are friends 

again and have forgiven each other with their heart. People can do this wherever they 

are. They should not be ashamed. 

 

There will be a game to test the people if they have forgiven each other - they will 

play games which require them to work together. The pairs which join the games can 

have a big prize, for there is friendship. The main idea of celebrating this festival is to 

make people understand and forgive each other, especially your friends. It is because 

friendship is important. In fact, it is more important than many other things, including 

money. 
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My Exact Double 

Tommy Chan    2D 

_________________ 

 

One day, when I was on a plane to China, suddenly, thunder and lightning struck 

the plane. Then I fell into a tunnel and entered the future. Next, I landed on my 

classroom of F.1D. I saw the calendar…   

 

“It is 17 September, 2009. Oh! I am back to the past!” I cried desperately. 

 

I rushed out of my school, feeling that it was incomprehensible. On Pui Ching 

Road, I saw that my exact double bug-eyed at the sight of me, shocked. He looked like 

a bookworm and had a crew cut. I felt very awkward and it was really unbelievable. 

 

He said nervously, “Who are you? Why are you here? What do you want to do?” 

 

I answered him, “Relax! I was back to the past. I didn’t know why. I am the exact 

double of you, but I am from the future.” 

 

He wanted to help me go back to the future after I had told him all my adventures. 

I tried many methods to go back to the future. First, I slept for a while and hoped that I 

could be in the future when I woke up. But, I failed. Then, my exact double and I had 

breakfast with mother. My mother knew the things that had happened. She also helped 

me by telling us a method. My exact double invited a magician to help me go back to 

the future. The magician taught my exact double to cover me with a cloth, and told me 

to close my eyes. After a few seconds, suddenly I was back to the Hong Kong 

International Airport, and I heard my mother and sister talking to me! 

 

They said, “Where have you been?” But I felt speechless. 

 

After that incident, it helps me learn to cherish what I have. Life is full of 

uncertainties, because we cannot foretell what will happen next. As such, I need to 

become a mature person in the time to come. 
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A Disastrous Dinner on Mum’s Birthday 

Coco Lau    2E 

_________________ 

 

I can tell everyone that my father’s cooking is absolutely dreadful because I tried 

it last night! Yesterday was my mum’s birthday. It was supposed to be a wonderful 

dinner but my father ruined it… 

 

    We were very elated about mum’s birthday yesterday morning. We all said 

‘Happy Birthday’ to her. Sister and I gave mum a present and dad wanted to celebrate 

her birthday by cooking her a wonderful dinner. We thought that was a good idea to let 

mum not work on her birthday so we started to prepare for the scrumptious dinner. 

 

    At first, dad was pretty confident. However, he didn’t have any experience in 

cooking so we decided to cook something simple. We decided to cook fish and 

vegetables so we went to the wet market. Sister and I had gone there with mum but dad 

had never been to a market, so when he saw the stalls selling different food in the 

market, he felt a little bit confused and uneasy. On both sides of the market, hawkers 

were clamoring loudly, trying to sell their goods. Dad hesitated when choosing which 

stall to patronize so he let us buy the food. I bought fish and sister bought some fruit 

and vegetables. 

 

    After leaving the wet market, we went to the supermarket. Dad pushed the trolley 

and we took what we needed. We were so excited because we could put some of our 

favourite snacks in the trolley! But I thought dad was bored and tired because he didn’t 

take heed of the trolley. When the trolley was full, we told dad to pay. He was very 

shocked to see the total amount. Although he knew that there were many snacks in the 

trolley, he didn’t want to spoil our mood so he didn’t complain. 
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    When we returned home, dad started to cook. He was so flustered that he added 

too much vinegar, sugar and salt and the fire was too strong. Dad was anxious and wet 

with sweat.  

 

    The food was finally ready but none of us wanted to try it because it was 

overcooked. Dad was exasperated when he saw the food. Although mum didn’t eat the 

dinner, she was pleased and touched. She knew dad had tried very hard. Finally, we all 

forgot about the dinner and ate the birthday cake happily. 
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Superstition is No Answer to Bad Luck 

Coco Lau    2E 

_________________ 

 

Dear Peter, 

 

     How are you getting on? I have just read your letter in which you talked about 

your bad day. I think I can help you to solve your problems. 

 

     First, I feel really sorry about what you encountered that day. You said your 

alarm clock didn’t ring and you’d been using it for twenty years. Oh, you’re saying 

‘twenty years’ - it could have broken down years ago! And you just thought the clock 

usually functioned well but you never thought about its age! I suggest you buy two 

new clocks and set them at the same time. They won’t cost much money and if one of 

them doesn’t work, you still have another one to wake you up. By doing this, I think 

you won’t wake up late anymore. 

 

     Second, you had waited for the lift for five minutes but it didn’t come so you had 

to run downstairs. You felt very furious. However, I think that’s because you didn’t 

take heed of the notices. So next time, you must read the notices so that you will know 

what’s happening to your building. 

 

     Besides, you said you couldn’t get on any buses or taxies that day. Why didn’t 

you go to school by the MTR? I remember that there’s an MTR station near your home. 

Although it may take longer, it’s still a good idea when there’re no buses or taxies. If 

you encounter the same problem again, you must take the MTR or you will be late! 

 

     I am so depressed hearing that you couldn’t hand in your homework because I 

had the same experience before. I thought I’d put it in my schoolbag but in fact I hadn’t. 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
51 

Oasis 

I understand your feelings. In my opinion, you shouldn’t work too late. Even though 

you’re tired, you had to check your schoolbag to see whether you had put the 

homework in before you went to bed. 

 

     In your letter, you also mentioned that you had a stomachache when you were in 

detention but your teacher didn’t believe you. I think it’s because you didn’t eat 

breakfast and the teacher thought that you lied. Therefore, don’t be angry. If you check 

your schoolbag and eat breakfast every day, it won’t happen again. 

 

    By the way, you are too superstitious. Don’t believe in “black cats” or “bad 

Friday”. My friend, Mimi has a black cat, but she is a humorous girl and I am always 

happy and lucky on “bad Fridays”. So, don’t be superstitious. 

 

    Maybe I have written too long. Hope you will find my suggestions helpful. 

 

Best wishes, 

                                                        Chris 
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A Dinner that Tasted Like Charcoal 

Gordon Ip    2E 

_________________ 

 

“Mother’s birthday is coming soon!” my sister Anna said. My father had planned 

to cook a delicious supper for my mother. He imagined that the dinner would be a 

success for sure, but it turned out otherwise… 

 

 On mum’s birthday, we went to Happy Market with our shopping list. Father was 

quite confused because it was the first time he had visited a market. The floor was full 

of rubbish and it was very slimy. All the hawkers were yelling loudly in order to attract 

the customers’ attention. At the same time, some customers were bargaining with the 

hawkers about prices. My sister bought some bananas to make ‘Chocolate Banana 

Split’ for dessert, while I bought a salmon for my seafood soup. 

 

 After that, we went to Welcome Supermarket. We put everything we needed in a 

trolley. I was excited pushing the trolley. In the supermarket, we bought a box of 

seasoning, some vegetables, a can of soup, a pack of coke, a bottle of cooking wine, a 

packet of chocolate powder and some cooking oil. When we arrived at the cash register, 

we were all shocked to see that the total was $1,250. 

 

 As soon as we had reached home, dad started to cook. It was the first time for 

father to cook such a huge dinner. He was sweating hard as he fried the fish. The fish 

eventually turned to charcoal because the fire was too high. 

 

 “Oh! What a nice dinner!” mum exclaimed in delight. When she tried the fish, 

however, she was speechless for it was burnt and far too salty. Dad was furious but 

mum consoled him saying that she was happy and touched. 
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A Lucky Charm for My Friend 

Jackie Wong    2E 

_________________ 

 

Dear Peter, 

 

 Hello, Peter! I’ve just got your mail. You sound so depressed! Maybe I can help 

you! 

   

 I’m so sorry for all the unfortunate events you encountered. I suggest you buy 

two alarm clocks, so you won’t get up late again. If one of them is broken, the other 

one will still work. However, I think the best idea is to tell your mum to wake you up, 

you know, mum is always the most reliable person in a family! The “lift thing” was 

really unlucky for you - maybe you could tell your mum to remind you if there’s any 

lift check. How poor you were! If I were you, I wouldn’t run downstairs. You must 

have felt breathless and awful after you’d run sixteen floors downstairs. You have to 

take deep breaths for 3 to 5 minutes so as to regain breath and strength. I hope my 

advice can help you. 

           

 I sometimes miss the bus, too. So, let me teach you a spell that may help you. 

You only need to shout, ‘I love you! Chris!’ while you’re waiting for the bus and the 

bus will come and stop in front of you! Ha! Of course, I’m just kidding. Such an 

incident happens all the time, so next time if you know you’ll be late, just take a taxi 

because it is an emergency. 

 

 Well, dressed in black? Is your teacher a rock-n-roll-singer? Anyway, if you 

want to remind yourself to put your homework into your schoolbag, just put your alarm 

clock on top of your homework, so you’ll remember to put it in your bag in the 
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morning. As for the detention, you may ask your mother to communicate with your 

teacher. I’m sure your teacher will understand you and the truth will always win! 

 

 To be honest, all the ‘bad’ things happened to you not because of its being a 

Black Friday. It is in fact your own responsibility. When you begin a new day 

behaving inappropriately, you tend to think that that day is a bad day. If you want to 

break the bad luck, you just have to believe in yourself and everything will turn 

around! 

 

 Last but not least, you’ll see a photo attached to this letter taken when my 

basketball team won the championship last week. Maybe you can use it as your lucky 

charm, ha! I want to read about your lucky day next time, so take care! Bye! 

                                                                                            

          Yours, 

          Chris 
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A Failure Complimented 

Olympia Hui    2E 

_________________ 

 

10 October 2009 was my mum’s 43-year-old birthday. My father, my sister and I 

wanted to celebrate and give her a surprise so as to let her take a rest and have a 

delightful day. That morning, we decided what to cook and we wrote a shopping list. 

Dad was so cheerful because he had many wonderful ideas. 

 

With the shopping list, we went to buy the ingredients immediately. First, we went 

to the wet market which is nearby. It was so tiny, and the floor was very filthy and 

slimy. It was so disgusting! Apart from the nauseating floor, the market was also 

extremely noisy! Meanwhile, I promised myself that it would be my last time to visit a 

wet market. However, it’s mum’s birthday so I had to tolerate it. We went to a shop to 

buy fish which is my mum’s favorite food. Dad didn’t know how to choose a fresh fish 

and he felt confused because he had never been to a wet market. The plump and fierce 

hawker recommended a “great” fish to dad, but it was extremely expensive! So, dad 

bargained with the hawker but the hawker scolded him. Dad was scared of the hawker 

so he bought it in the end. Dad gradually felt bored and angry. But we had not bought 

all the things in the shopping list yet. So, we went to a large supermarket to buy the 

other ingredients. One hour later, we eventually finished our shopping so we went to 

the cashier. The total made us shocked and dumbfounded! It was over one thousand 

dollars! Dad was very furious. 

 

Dad tried to cook, but it was his first time to cook. He cooked anxiously with the 

fire being too high! Finally, the food looked like charcoal and tasted terrible. My sister 

and I complained and dad was glum and downhearted. Suddenly, mum said, “Thank 

you for your dinner! I love it and I feel pleased and touched!” After saying this, she 

gave us a kiss! “Although the food is awful, I feel the love in it!” Mum said. 

 

Finally, we went to a cake shop to buy a cake instead. We felt joyful and forgot all 

the complaints about the ‘terrible’ dinner!
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Be Reasonable! 

Felix Suen    2F 

_________________ 

 

Dear Peter, 

 

 How are you? I have read the letter you sent me and I am deeply sorry for you. In 

your letter, you mentioned that you had bad luck last Friday. Maybe I can suggest you a 

few ways to solve the problems and explain why you had a lousy morning. 

 

 You told me you couldn’t wake up on time. I think your alarm clock is too old. In 

my opinion, you should buy a new one. It won’t cost you much but you won’t be 

scared that it doesn’t ring. Then, you had waited for the lift for a long time because you 

hadn’t read the notice. I suggest you paste the notices on the door next time. Then, 

when you go out, you can see them.  

 

After that, you couldn’t catch the taxi. Do you know that taxies are prohibited to 

stop at a bus stop? You should go to a taxi stand. Apart from this, the most important 

thing is that you did your homework too late. You must do it earlier. Don’t do it just 

before the deadline. After you have done all the homework, you must pack your school 

bag before you go to bed. If you had done the homework earlier, all the unlucky things 

would not have occurred. Therefore, I don’t think you need to carry any lucky charms. 

 

 Don’t be so upset and depressed. If you can do your homework earlier and be 

careful, you will not encounter another “unlucky day”. Please think in an optimistic 

way!  

 

Well, I do hope my advice will be useful. Take care! 

Love, 

Chris ☺ 
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An Unforgettable Birthday 

Karina Chau    2F 

_________________ 

 

It is an unforgettable day! 

 

 Yesterday, I woke up very early although it was not a school day. I was not going 

out to play and I did not have swimming lessons. Why did I wake up so early? It was 

because my family had a very important activity. We were going to prepare a special 

meal to celebrate my mother’s birthday, so she could take a rest and enjoy this special 

day. 

 

 Firstly, we decided to cook my mother’s favourite dishes: pork chop and steamed 

fish. After my brother, Ericsson had written the shopping list, we went to the wet 

market. My father had never been to a wet market. When he stepped on the slippery 

floor and moved among the crowded stalls, he was curious but also confused. My 

brother and I bargained with the hawkers, hoping to lower the price of the food.  

 

 Afterwards, we went to the supermarket. Ericsson and I were excited, but my dad 

was bored and tired. At last, the trolley was full of food. Then, we went to the cashier 

to pay. Dad was shocked to see the total. “$1520! It is unbelievable!” he yelled as he 

gave the money to the cashier unwillingly.  

 

 When we were home, dad insisted on cooking by himself. He was sweating while 

he was cooking because the kitchen was hot and he was nervous. Unluckily, the pork 

was burnt because the fire was too high. 

 

 Finally, the food was on the table. The rice was too soft, the pork was burnt while 

the fish was still raw! “The food tastes horrible!” my brother and I complained. Dad 

was furious but mum was delighted and touched. Seeing our sad faces, mum suggested 

going to a restaurant. Dad’s treat! 
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“A Story about Pride: Chang Er” 

Celine Chu    2F 

_________________ 

 

I am a lady. My name is Chang Er. I have lived on the Moon for many years. Let 

me tell you about what happened in my past and why I flew to the Moon. 

 

 A long time ago, about 2170 BC, there were ten suns in the sky. Everybody felt 

very hot because of these ten suns and many of them even died! One day a handsome, 

brave youth called Hou Yi came out to shoot the suns down. He shot the suns one by 

one. Finally, there was only a single sun left. Everybody loved him and he became the 

Emperor. He loved me and married me. I became his wife and lived in a palace. 

 

 One day, Hou Yi stole the Elixir of Life from a goddess. He was bad to our people 

and he wanted to be the Emperor forever! I knew his plans. I wanted to save our 

subjects so I drank the elixir instead. Afterwards, I found myself floating and I flew to 

the Moon. I was so scared. I haven’t seen Hou Yi since then. I am so unhappy. I miss 

him very much. However, I saved our people, so I am proud of myself. 

 

 Finally, I became a fairy. I shall live on the Moon with a rabbit and another man 

forever and never go back to the Earth. 
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My Best Friend’s Birthday 

Chan Pan Chuen    3A 

_________________ 

 

Last week was the birthday of my best friend, David. That was his first time to 

come back to Hong Kong after he had moved to Malaysia. The main purpose of the 

trip was to visit his parents. Of course, the second intention was to celebrate his 

birthday. To celebrate, I took David to a new restaurant for a meal. 

 

 “Hi, Ben! You have grown taller since last time I saw you,” a voice that sounded 

like David shouted. I turned around and it was really him. We entered the seafood 

restaurant and ordered some food. The waiter served us politely at first. We started our 

conversation, “David, why did you choose to have seafood?” “Oh! I miss the seafood 

here because the seafood in Malaysia tastes terrible, and -” The door of the kitchen 

slammed open and our conversation was interrupted. Everybody stared at the chef who 

was walking out from the kitchen. We saw ash falling down from his cigarette and 

there were mice everywhere in the kitchen. Some dying cockroaches crawled across 

the floor with difficulty. 

 

 Finally, the fish we had ordered came. It seemed like forever! David took the first 

bite, which was also his last bite. He vomited immediately, so we decided to leave and 

complain. 

 

 We headed towards the exit to leave, but the waiter who acted politely thirty 

minutes ago stopped us and yelled, “If you don’t like the food, pay and get out! We 

argued for a while, but at last I gave up. My wallet was empty and we left angrily. 

 

 We talked about the restaurant the day after. We thought the seafood was not 

hygienic and the environment there was disgusting. We complained about the 

restaurant on the Internet. We hope no one will be tricked by Lucky Choice Seafood 

Restaurant again. I was also sorry for David because he had had a horrible and sad 

birthday. 
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Helping a Friend 

Chu Kwok Chi    3A 

_________________ 

 

Dear Edith, 

 

 Hi! After reading your letter, I am worried about your health. I noticed that you 

have got insomnia. I feel sorry about that. However, I have some advice for you to 

improve your health condition. Don’t worry too much about it, I think things will get 

better. 

 

 I have searched for some information about insomnia. If you worry too much, you 

may suffer from this problem. Do you always worry about different things? Feeling 

anxious is the main cause of insomnia. Feeling nervous and anxious not only causes 

insomnia, but is also bad for your health.  

 

 You said that you had no idea how to help improve the situation, so I have some 

suggestions for you. First, I suggest you relax and enjoy your life. You need not worry 

so much. You can take part in sports to relax, or you can join some activities to make 

some new friends. This way, you won’t concentrate on your studies alone, which will 

make you feel less anxious and nervous. Meeting new friends will help you feel 

happier and your life will be more enjoyable. Although studying is very important, you 

don’t need to worry too much. Just do your best. 

 

 Do you watch horror films before you sleep? Watching horror films can also make 

you anxious and nervous, and hence causes insomnia. Also, you shouldn’t do too much 

exercise before sleeping. It is because exercise can make you feel excited. You can 

listen to some soft music. Then, you will feel more comfortable and it will be easier for 

you to fall asleep. It is a great idea to relax before sleeping.  
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 If you still suffer seriously from insomnia after following my advice, I suggest 

you go to a doctor for professional advice. Insomnia is just a small problem. The 

doctor can cure you so don’t be overly worried. I look forward to hearing about your 

good health.  

 

                                                            Cheers, 

                                                            Barry 
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Good and Evil 

Andrew Louie    3A 

_________________ 

 

Once upon a time, there were two famous swordsmiths - one was Chan and the 

other was Chow. Chan was a very humble and kind person. One day, he went out for a 

walk and saw a teenage orphan begging for food, and that orphan was Chow. Chan 

took Chow home and gave him food. Chan soon taught him the art of forging swords. 

However, Chow grew ambitious and wanted to be better than his teacher, Chan. Finally, 

Chow stole some money from Chan and fled to the northern part of China and 

continued making swords. Chan was infuriated and bitterly disappointed when he 

heard the news. Chow’s swords earned him fame and he soon became well-known 

throughout China.  

 

 Many years later, the prince of China became the emperor. The prince wanted to 

have a new sword made to symbolize the new era of the country. He summoned Chan 

and Chow to compete against each other to make the best sword in China. Both Chan 

and Chow worked tirelessly and eventually, when both swords were finished, they had 

to test the swords.  

 

 The test was to lower the sword into a small creek with the cutting edge facing the 

current and to see how it worked. Chow’s sword cut everything that passed its way – 

fish, leaves floating on the river and the air blew past it. Highly impressed by Chow’s 

sword, the young emperor then ordered Chan to lower his sword into the creek and 

waited patiently. Surprisingly, the sword did not cut anything. The fish swam right up 

to it, the leaves floated right past it; and the air hissed as it blew on the sword. Chow 

started to scoff at his teacher for his lack of skills in making the sword. However, Chan 

simply smiled to himself, pulled up the sword, dried it, and put it back into the sheath.  
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 When the emperor was about to announce Chow as the winner of the competition, 

a monk who had witnessed the whole test came up to the two swordsmiths and the 

emperor. He bowed down and explained what he had seen.  

 

 “The first sword is by all accounts a fine sword, but it is a blood-thirsty, evil blade. 

It doesn’t discriminate against who or what it cuts. It may slice butterflies as if it is 

decapitating heads. On the other hand, the second sword is the finer of the two, as it 

doesn’t cut those which are innocent and undeserving,” he explained.  

 

 The emperor then named all the swords forged by Chan as ‘holy’ swords and 

Chow’s swords as ‘evil’ swords.  

 

 After that, Chan’s sword-making became a very good business but Chow was 

killed for forging evil swords.  
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Back Home 

Alex Chan    3B 

_________________ 

 

Charles was a husband who got tired of his wife, Louisa. He went out drinking at 

the pub almost every night until one or two. The time he got home, his face would turn 

red like an over-wearied horse. Louisa had admonished, reproached or even punished 

him by not cooking breakfast for her husband. But hopelessly, she found out that 

Charles was perfunctory towards her with his head just nodding.  

 

Louisa was really upset and sometimes she was thinking of giving up. One day, 

her friend gave her a suggestion and Louisa started asking Charles to finish his huge 

dinner in order to prevent him from eating or drinking outside with other maidens. 

Nevertheless, Charles still wanted to go out. From that day on, he stuck his feet on the 

ceiling in the toilet and vomited the food into the water closet before getting out. 

“Oops ! … Squash!” Sometimes Charles would accidentally fall into the toilet tub with 

his head fully covered with his own vomit.  

 

By this way he escaped his horrible wife and had many crazy nights. One night 

when he got home, surprisingly, Louisa didn’t reproach him. She made him sit and 

gave him a big kiss. “Oh, sweety, it is late, should we go upstairs and sleep?” Louisa 

was different that day because she hoped her husband would change. “It is a good idea, 

I’m sure that I would be in great trouble if I got home to my wife.” Charles staggered 

drunkenly and mumbled to the woman beside him with his closed eyes. Louisa could 

only respond with a puzzled frown on her face. She kicked him out from his home, she 

even threw his love letter into the bin, and I never saw it again. 
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A Crazy Man 

Christy Tan    3B 

_________________ 

 

Once upon a time, there was a responsible and attentive man that I know. He kept 

long and soft hair, which he loved very much. He loved to laugh very loudly, he liked 

to talk to anybody. Everyone was his friend. One day, when he was busy cooking 

dinner in the kitchen, he burned his hair accidentally while frying in a most 

unprofessional way. He was so sad that he developed a bipolar disorder. He didn’t like 

to talk to anybody anymore. He always stayed at home now.  

 

He became a clumsy and an absent-minded man. He always carelessly hurt 

himself. His arms were always covered with bandage. There were always bruises on 

his legs. One day, when he went to the toilet, he hurt his finger badly when he tried to 

lower the toilet seat. Sometimes, he became so stupid that, at one time, he mixed up the 

toilet bowl and the rubbish bin. His father and mother saw that happen and they felt 

very afraid and helpless. His father and mother wanted to take him to the doctor, but 

after they had heard him shout and run around the sitting room, they aborted the idea. 

His family didn’t want to see him angry and run again, so they never said anything 

anymore.  

 

On a beautiful Sunday, he was alone at home. When he went to wash his hair, he 

mixed up something again. This time, he mixed the dishwashing detergent with the 

shampoo. But he didn’t know it. After one hour, he felt itchy on his head. All his hair 

fell off. He was so afraid that he ran out and bought a wig. He carefully wore the wig 

every day. He didn’t want anybody to know he was bald. But after he had worn the wig, 

he became happy at last. One day, when he was going to work, a typhoon no. 8 signal 

was being hoisted. It was extremely windy and it was down-pouring. Suddenly, a 

strong wind blew his wig away like a kite. All his friends saw it and laughed at him. He 
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was very sad. 

 

After that, he didn’t talk to anyone. He hated to see any hair, weed or seaweed. It 

was because it would make him think about that scene. Smiles never appeared on his 

face again. Happiness was a complete stranger to him. The people who laughed at him 

were so regretful, but it was no use crying over spilt milk. They couldn’t see his smile 

anymore, and I never saw it again.  
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Fight the Horrible Condition 

Steve Kung    3B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Edith, 

 

How are you? I know that you’ve been seriously suffering from insomnia and 

don’t have any idea to solve the problem. I think insomnia is a horrible condition 

because you may not get enough sleep and feel exhausted the next day but you still 

need to keep studying until you go home. There’s no time for you to take any rest, so I 

think insomnia is a horrible problem. I had insomnia a few years ago. I was tired every 

day, I was in pain and I tried to solve this problem. Here is some advice and my 

experience.  

 

In my opinion, there are some reasons that cause insomnia. For example, though 

you’re not tired, you are worried about a lot of things, or you are always in an excited 

mood. However, don’t take any medicines that profess that they can help you sleep, as 

those medicines are just like drugs. If you take them, you may sleep, but it’s not a real 

sleep. The medicines cheat your body into sleeping. In fact, your body cannot rest and 

the medicines may cause other harmful effects too.  

 

I suggest that you should do more exercise. I know that everyone is busy, but I 

hope that you can find some time to do exercise, for example, tennis, basketball and 

swimming. These exercises are useful for you because if you do exercise, your blood 

circulation would become faster, and you will be tired soon. Doing exercise may bring 

some other good effects, for example, you will be healthier and have a stronger body. I 

think doing more exercise will be a good suggestion for you. 

 

Living in this hectic city, everyone has to worry about many things. In fact, this 
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pressure can cause insomnia and you can’t avoid it. In my experience, you’d better 

make a timetable so that you can use your time more effectively. Then, you can finish 

your homework faster. Your work efficiency will also increase a lot, so you can sleep, 

feeling relieved without any worry. It would be helpful if you make a timetable and can 

follow it.  

 

However, if you are already using a timetable, I have another method to solve this 

problem. It is listening to music. In fact, listening to music, for example, jazz and 

classical music, can help people relax. I suggest that you should listen to music before 

going to bed and it will be a good suggestion because you can learn the song and 

improve your music knowledge, as the saying goes, “to kill two birds with one stone”. 

So I think listening to music will be a good suggestion too. 

 

If you’ve tried to do exercise and listen to music but there is still no improvement, 

in my opinion, your insomnia is very serious. You should consult a doctor and ask for 

his advice, since it is professional advice. It must help you solve the problem of 

insomnia. 

 

Lastly, I would like to draw a conclusion. First, do more exercise and listen to 

music before going to bed, make a timetable and it may help you to use your time 

effectively, don’t try to take any medicine and hope the medicine can help you improve 

the condition. Don’t use the computer before bed because it may make you excited and 

cannot sleep. I hope my advice can help you and you may reply to me soon. 

 

Best wishes, 

Steve 
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The End of Depression 

Suzanne Ho    3B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Edith,  

 

How’s life in general? I haven’t written to you for quite a long time. I’m alright 

but have a hectic life. I have received your letter and I know your situation. Don’t 

worry too much about that because you’ll be alright soon. 

 

From my point of view, you are suffering from depression. You were a pessimistic 

person and I seldom see you smile. You never talk to me when you feel distraught. This 

makes you suffer from depression easily. Obviously, you shouldn’t be like that. What I 

mean is, you should change yourself. Here are some suggestions for you. 

 

First, try to think in a positive way and throw away all the negative thinking. For 

instance, when you get low marks in tests, try to think that it is a new start and a 

chance for you to work harder but do not think that you are the worst person in the 

world. 

 

Besides, smiling is important too. An international research has proved that if 

someone lacks the ability to smile, he could be suffering from depression. In this case, 

you’d better smile more in order to get out of the depressing mood. 

 

Furthermore, you should always talk with your friends or communicate with other 

people. Talk about the things that have happened recently, whether it makes you 

pleased or not, particularly the problems you are facing or the trouble you are trapped 

into. It will make you feel free, just like a tightrope has been untied and you don’t need 

to worry about your problems any more. 
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Last but not least, listening to music is a nice way to stay away from sadness. It is 

critical for me to listen to music every day. I believe that listening to your favourite 

music is the best for you. 

 

I’m not sure whether the suggestions above are useful or not. Anyway, I hope the 

advice can help you. I am looking forward to hearing your progress. Take great care 

and good luck! 

 

Best wishes, 

Suzanne 
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Advantages and Disadvantages of Fast Food 

Horace Cheung    3B 

_________________ 

 

Have you ever had fast food before? I am sure that most of the people living in 

Hong Kong must have tried fast food at least once in their lifetime. Life is always 

hectic in Hong Kong. Some of the people even do not have time to have a proper meal. 

Therefore, somehow, fast food can help people to reduce their eating time so that they 

can get back to work in a short time. Also, fast food is very delicious and some people 

are addicted to it. However, apart from the advantages, there are also many 

disadvantages of eating fast food. Now, let us look at the pros and cons of eating fast 

food.  

 

 As for the good side, fast food can be served in a very short time, usually within 

two to five minutes. Some people try to spend very little time on eating in order to have 

more time to do more things in a day. In this case, fast food is a good choice for busy 

people. Also, since fast food can be prepared in a short time, fast food shops are able to 

serve a lot more customers than other restaurants in the same period of time. When you 

go into a fast food shop, there is always space for you to sit down and have a meal. 

Even if there are no seats, you can ask to take away the food and eat them with your 

bare hands anywhere you like. Therefore, it is very convenient for people to have their 

quick and yet delicious meals. Let me share my own experience. Once, I went to a fast 

food shop near my home, I was really in a hurry because I had to go for a lesson after 

15 minutes. Luckily, the meal was fast enough for me to finish. At last, I was able to 

fill my stomach before I went for the class.  

 

 However, fast food is actually quite unhealthy. It contains lots of fat and MSG, 

which are elements that make us fat and cause sickness. For example, in the 

documentary “Supersize Me”, the director Morgan Spurlock ate McDonald’s food for 
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30 days non-stop. After 30 days, he had gained a lot of weight, and he suffered from 

high blood pressure after eating too much food from McDonald’s. His liver was 

beginning to harden and he was unable to sleep and breathe well. The food had caused 

permanent damage to his organs. We can see how dangerous fast food is as it may 

damage our body badly. Furthermore, since fast food contains a high amount of sugar, 

it may lead to a lot of horrible diseases, such as diabetes, coronary heart disease and 

obesity. These diseases can be fatal if they get really serious.  

 

In conclusion, I think that eating fast food is not really a harmful thing if we eat 

wisely. All we have to do is to strike a balance between the pros and cons. We should 

not eat fast food too often and too much at a time. Try to eat healthily and maintain a 

balanced diet besides eating fast food. Then you can stay healthy. 
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A Cat’s Adventure 

Ray Chan    3B 

_________________ 

 

Once upon a time, there was a little cat called Mew living in a gorgeous villa with 

a rich woman called Regina. Every day, Mew led a luxurious life. What she slept on 

was a cozy sofa, what she ate was high-quality cat food and what she played were 

refined toys. However, she was still dissatisfied. She thought her life was very boring. 

She wanted to explore the world outside the house. Therefore, one night, when 

Regina’s maid was cleaning the window, Mew secretly jumped out of the window and 

began her exciting adventure.  

  

After landing on the ground, Mew ran as fast as she could to the big city. She was 

very frightened as it was very dark. The rustling of the leaves made her shiver. Driven 

by her curiosity, she continued to run bravely. Suddenly, she could sense something 

behind her, making angry breathing sounds. When Mew turned around, she saw a 

furious wild dog. Never having come across such a situation before, she did not know 

what to do. Feeling shivers down her spine, she began to run immediately. However, 

due to her lack of exercise, Mew could not run fast with her big tummy and she 

tumbled. In that split second, she climbed onto a tree and avoided the crazy dog. Then, 

Mew felt exhausted and fell asleep.  

 

 Sunshine woke Mew up the next morning. When she opened her eyes, she could 

see a lot of enormous buildings in front of her. She had already arrived at the city. Mew 

then excitedly jumped off the tree and dashed to the city. All at once, she saw a lot of 

steel boxes with wheels rushing towards her. Mew screamed and quickly ducked down 

to evade those monsters. Then, she swiftly hurried to an alleyway to take a rest. Now, 

Mew was very hungry and thirsty but she did not know where to find food to eat. Five 

minutes later, she saw an old woman putting some leftovers into a garbage bin. She 

was so hungry that she ate the smelly food from the garbage bin. At the same time, a 

group of beggars were flocking in so as to get the food too! One of the beggars noticed 

that Mew was a cat with blue blood. He wanted to catch Mew and sell her at a high 

price to make profit and become rich. Realising that the beggar wanted to catch her, 
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Mew instantly escaped. She thought, “How many times do I still need to run?” 

 

 Time passed quickly and soon darkness fell upon the land again. Mew could not 

find a place to sleep as it was dirty and dangerous everywhere. When she was feeling 

desperate, it began to rain heavily. Mew cried, “God! Why do you treat me like that? I 

hate you!”  

 

All of a sudden, there was a loud thunderstorm. She was very scared. 

Unfortunately, a lightning struck her dead. One minute later, a pumpkin fairy appeared 

in front of Mew. The fairy cast a spell on Mew, “Wake up, Mew! Wake up, Mew! You 

are a happy Mew!”  

 

Mew then revived after the spell. She uttered in a soft low voice, “Who are you? 

What happened? Why am I here?” 

  

The pumpkin fairy answered, “You are a happy cat with a kind heart and you 

always help the poor cats. What’s more, your master Regina misses you so much that 

she would not eat anything even though she is fat and needs to lose weight!” 

 

“Thank you, pumpkin fairy! You saved my life!” said Mew.  

 

Then the pumpkin fairy smiled and replied, “Mew, you are one of the happiest 

cats in the countryside, aren’t you?” However, you are still dissatisfied with your 

luxurious life! Don’t you know that many young people lead a dog’s life?” 

 

“Yes, fairy, you are right! I should cherish everything I have instead of grumbling 

and blaming others all the time. Starting from today, my motto is that we should have 

an attitude of gratitude!” promised Mew.  

 

Then, the pumpkin fairy sent Mew home in her pumpkin car.  

 

When Mew went back home, her master Regina immediately grabbed Mew in her 

arms and cried, “Mew, I miss you so much!”  

 

Then, the two of them lived happily in the villa ever after. 
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Advantages and Disadvantages of Fast Food 

Minnie Yim    3C 

_________________ 

 

How often do you have fast food meals a week? Fast Food has become a kind of 

eating culture in recent years and has become really popular all around the world. 

Nonetheless, some health organizations and nutritionists criticize that having too much 

fast food is an extremely unhealthy eating style which causes a lot of damage to 

children and adults.  

  

Though there are many disadvantages of eating fast food meals, still, its 

advantages should not be ignored. Firstly, eating fast food meals is really convenient as 

there are many fast food shops stores all around the world. Taking the McDonald’s as 

an example, according to a recent research, there are 31,967 McDonald’s restaurants in 

over 121 countries. This is really a huge number and this means that you can find two 

or more fast food stores within a short distance.  

  

 Secondly, eating fast food means that you can finish your meal within a short 

period of time, usually within five to ten minutes. Also, most fast food shops provide 

simple, yet filling food for customers. You can finish the meal quickly, feeling really 

full. Therefore, fast food is an excellent choice for the working class who are usually in 

a hurry.  

 

 Moreover, most fast food stores provide a large variety of choices for customers. 

For example, in McDonald’s, you can choose from a range of food, such as hamburgers, 

French Fries, McNuggets, ice-cream and salad, etc. Some of the food like the salad is 

in fact healthy food. You may argue that the toppings and sauce of the salad are 

unhealthy and fatty, but you can actually ask them to put less sauce or even order the 

salad without any sauce. Also, the prices are reasonable as well.  
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 Furthermore, the take-away and delivery services are convenient as you can have 

your meals out of the restaurants or fast food stores. When you are having a party or 

gathering with your friends or family, you can also order meals from fast food stores 

and that will be much easier than preparing meals on your own. 

  

 On the contrary, there are some disadvantages as well. First of all, the meals 

usually contain too much fat, sugar and salt. For example, a medium-size French Fries 

from McDonald’s contain 394 calories, 15.9g fat and 253mg sodium. A 60kg male has 

to run for 30 minutes to burn the calories and turns them into energy for our body 

activities. Nevertheless, people are busy with work and daily chores and therefore they 

seldom have time to do exercise to burn the calories away. This may lead to obesity.  

 

 Moreover, you cannot have a balanced diet from fast food meals as the entrees do 

not usually provide enough nutrients for our needs. If you order a Big Mac at 

McDonald’s, you will get a medium cake, a medium French Fries and a hamburger. 

There are only a few onion strips, pickles and two tiny pieces of lettuce in the burger. 

Therefore, the meal cannot provide us with enough dietary fibre, vitamins or minerals. 

We should eat three to five servings of vegetables per day according to the food 

pyramid, so we probably cannot meet the standard if we continue to eat fast food meals 

for a long time.  

 

 Furthermore, eating fast food continuously for a long period of time will cause a 

lot of health problems and diseases. In the documentary “Supersize Me”, the director 

Morgan Spurlock puts himself into a test by persisting to have only McDonald’s food 

for his three meals over the course of 1 month. The result was that he gained a lot of 

weight and his cholesterol and glucose level had gone up to a dangerous level. If he 

continues to consume McDonald’s food in this way, he will most probably develop 

serious diseases such as coronary heart disease, hardening of the liver and diabetes.  
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 In conclusion, although there are many obvious disadvantages of eating fast food, 

the benefits should not be totally ignored. I think having fast food once or twice a 

month causes no harm and it is undeniable that fast food is really convenient. I think 

that the most important things are that we must have a balanced diet and we should do 

enough exercise. Then, we can surely keep ourselves healthy.  
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John and John, the Robot 

Anson Chan    3C 

_________________ 

 

“Hey John, stop watching TV! When will you do your homework? “Mum asked.  

 

“I don’t want to do homework, mum.” John said.  

 

“Okay, then let’s do your housework,” Mum said.  

 

John shouted, “No way! I am very tired after school. I hate doing homework, 

housework and going to school!” 

 

John and his mum always argued about homework and housework. John was a lazy 

boy who hated doing anything. He only wanted to watch TV and play games. However, 

something changed his life. 

 

   One day after school, John went to the playground to play football with his friends. 

On the way, he walked through an alleyway. Suddenly, there was a boy whose face 

was the same like John’s - even the scar on his hand, the freckles on his face, his height 

and his hair were the same. 

  

“Who are you? Why…are you the same like me?” John asked timidly. 

 

 “I’m John, the Robot. I’m from the future. I will help you do homework, 

housework and go to school,” John, the Robot said.  

 

“Are you serious? So I can play games all the time!” John felt glad and went back 

home. 

 

From that day onwards, John played games and watched TV all day long. But John, 

the Robot did everything for him. John was very contented with this life. However, one 

day, something went wrong.  
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“John, why didn’t you go to school? It is 9:00a.m now.”  

 

John woke up and said, “John, the Robot will go to school.”  

 

“What are you talking about? Who’s John, the Robot?” his mum asked. 

 

John was awaken and felt strange.  

 

Then he said, “Nothing, I will go to school.”  

 

John left home quickly and looked for John, the Robot. “Where are you, John, the 

Robot?” Before John got an answer, he was hit on the head. 

    

When John regained consciousness, he was in a basement and John, the Robot was 

standing in front of him.  

 

Robot said, “I will keep you in this basement. You didn’t do anything except 

enjoying your games and having fun in your life. But how about me? I have to do 

homework, housework and other things. It’s not fair! If you sow nothing, you’ll reap 

nothing.” 

 

“You can’t blame me for this.”  

 

John started to struggle and they fought. John found a switch on the robot’s neck 

and clicked it. Finally, John, the Robot was broken. 

 

“Hey John, stop watching TV! When will you do your homework?” Mum asked.  

 

John said, “I had finished it before you came back and I helped you do housework.”  

 

“Good… boy and thank you.” 

 

There was no argument about housework and homework again. The incident had 

changed everything in John’s life ever since then. 
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The Prince and the Wizard 

Keith Lee    3C 

_________________ 

 

Once, there was a powerful wizard. He was hired by the King to be the teacher of 

the prince and he became rich. The wizard knew all of the powerful magic. He knew 

how to control "fire, water and wind". Though he's strong, powerful and was protected 

by different powers, he still had a weakness -- gold. If he was hurt by a weapon made 

of gold, he would lose all his magic and die immediately. Of course, no one knew his 

weakness.  

 

 The prince learnt fast. He practised very hard and learnt all the skills and 

techniques. Also, the prince played the sword very well. He was the champion of three 

sword tournaments. People called him "The Best Fencer", not only because of his 

brilliant techniques and skills, but also because he's a good boy of a good character. 

He's helpful, generous and optimistic. He loved the people. That's why people called 

him "The Best Fencer". 

 

 One day, the King was ill and he died in three days. Everyone was shocked and 

thought it was weird because the King was a sporty guy with a good diet. It couldn't be 

possible that the King was ill and would die in such a short period. The prince was 

filial and the King loved him so much. So everyone thought that he would inherit his 

father's kingdom and properties and then became the new King. But it didn’t happen. 

"My kingdom and all my properties will be inherited by my dearest friend, the wizard," 

the King wrote on his will. The prince couldn't believe it. He ran to ask the wizard why 

his father's kingdom went to him. Then the wizard answered, " Oh my poor little prince, 

because I want to rule the world! What can you do now? Kill me? Don't think about it! 

It's impossible! Ha ha ha!" the wizard laughed evilly. Then he called for the guard to 

kick the prince out of the palace and removed the title of the prince. The prince was 

very sad and angry. He yelled in front of the palace, "One day, I'll come back and take 
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my revenge! And also retrieve my father's properties!" "You are welcome if you can," 

the wizard said. The prince couldn't go anywhere and the only thing he could do was to 

wander on the streets. Later, an old blacksmith saw the prince and invited the prince to 

live with him. The prince locked himself inside his room and he remembered 

something important... 

 

 Once, the prince had made a gold staff for the wizard as a birthday present. When 

the wizard saw it on his desk, he seemed very weak and frightened. He asked the guard 

to take the gold staff away and destroy it. 

 

 "His weakness is gold! Here I come... to take my revenge!" The prince asked the 

blacksmith to make him a gold sword. The blacksmith accepted the prince's request 

and promised not to charge him any money. The blacksmith spent all his money buying 

gold to make the sword and armor for the prince. It took him only four weeks to finish 

the sword and the armor. In those weeks, the prince spent all his time practising his 

skills and he combined his sword with magical effects. 

 

 When everything was ready, the prince thanked and said "good-bye" to the 

blacksmith. The blacksmith said, “It’s my pleasure to serve you, my lord. Come back 

soon! Your people are waiting for you!" "Today, I'll go back and take revenge on the 

wizard for the death of my father! And I'll take my father's kingdom back as well!" 

 

 At night, the prince jumped into the wizard's bedroom. The wizard didn't sleep 

and he's sitting on a chair waiting for the prince. "Here you come! Come on! Take your 

revenge!" The wizard shouted and released fire from his hand. The prince built an ice 

wall against his attack. He jumped behind the wizard and slashed the wizard with the 

gold sword. The wizard lost all his magic and lay dead in front of the prince.  

 

 The next day, the prince retrieved his father's kingdom and properties and became 

a good King who loved his people.  

 

 The incident had changed everything in the prince's life ever since then. 
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Suggestions on How to Sleep Tight 

Keith Lee    3C 

_________________ 

 

Dear Edith, 

 

I’m sorry to hear that you have been suffering from insomnia and how anxious 

and troubled you have been feeling. 

 

Here are some possible causes of your insomnia. First of all, I think you may have 

an unbalanced diet and unhealthy lifestyle because of the heavy workload and the 

pressure from your parents and your teachers. If not, are you having unhappy 

relationships with some of your friends? If you are, tell me and share with me your 

feelings. I’m always with you. Do you feel depressed about things happening to you? 

You seemed so worried. 

 

Here is some advice: I hope it can be useful for you. First, I suggest you do 

exercise regularly and join some outdoor activities. It may help you become healthier. 

Second, you may lead a healthy lifestyle and eat a balanced diet. It may help you to 

relax. Third, a cup of hot milk and warm water before bed may help you sleep more 

easily. I heard about that from the television show by Joe Ma. However, if you still 

can’t go to sleep, there is another way, but I don’t recommend you try it – you could 

take a limited amount of sleeping pills. I think it may be harmful to your body, so I 

suggest you listen to some soft music instead, preferably classical music, not 

‘rock-and-roll’. It may let you feel more comfortable and relaxed. Then you may sleep 

very well throughout the night. Also, please don’t drink or eat anything with caffeine. It 

may keep you awake. If these suggestions aren’t helpful to you, you should consult a 

doctor. 

 

I hope my suggestions may be useful to you. I will support you forever! I am 

looking forward to receiving your letter soon. 

 

Love, 

Keith 
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Your Health is in Your Hands 

Zebedee Ng    3D 

_________________ 

 

Dear Joe, 

 

I’m sorry to hear that you are frustrated about your weight-loss process. I know 

that this is so depressing and disappointing but there must be a reason leading to the 

problem. Therefore, I’m writing to give you some advice and hope it can help you with 

the problem. 

 

First of all, you should continue going to the gym. Exercising is important to our 

health because it burns our extra calories absorbed. Then, our health can be maintained 

and we can be fit. You should also spend more time excising. You should exercise for 

at least an hour every day, or else it would be useless, and you won’t lose any weight. 

If you follow this together with having a healthy lifestyle, I’m sure you can lose weight 

and be fit. 

 

Second, a balanced diet should go with exercising. If you exercise as I’ve 

mentioned above, but you keep eating a lot of unhealthy food, you won’t lose any 

weight. Therefore, I strongly suggest you follow the diet habit of the food pyramid. 

You should eat more food from the bottom of it, for example, rice, noodles and 

vegetables. Eat suitable amount of meat and dairy products and try to avoid food with 

much sugar, salt and oil. This helps you absorb the right amount of nutrition your body 

needs and not to obtain too much fat. I’m sure this can help you keep fit and probably 

lose weight. 

 

Moreover, you should not take any weight-loss products to help reduce weight! 

One of the reasons is that they are not always reliable. The ‘effects’ are just claimed by 
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the manufacturers and the ‘tests’ of the products are rarely valid. Even if you have lost 

weight during the process, you will gain extra weight easily after you stop taking the 

products. Besides, they usually have a lot of side effects that we don’t know. They 

could harm our body even more than being slightly overweight! Thus, you mustn’t take 

those products. 

 

Last but not least, you should be optimistic. I know it is frustrating for you to have 

no weight loss after paying so much effort. However, you should think that you’ve only 

started exercising for a month, which is quite a short period of time. If you listen to my 

advice, and keep exercising for a longer period, you will probably succeed! Therefore, 

be optimistic and keep going! 

 

In conclusion, you should continue exercising at the gym for an hour a day, and 

have a balanced diet. Remember not to take any weight-loss products and be optimistic. 

I sincerely hope that you can succeed. Keep going, and let me know your good news! 

 

Yours, 

Chris 
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A Letter from the Sea 

Zebedee Ng    3D 

_________________ 

 

It was a lovely sunny morning in July. My cousin Mary and I went to Sai Kung 

Beach. We decided to spend our day there sunbathing and swimming to celebrate the 

beginning of the summer holiday. It wasn’t as crowded as we had imagined, so we 

hoped to have a nice day there. While we were sunbathing, a bottle washed ashore. At 

first, I thought it was rubbish that had been thrown into the sea. Then as I walked closer, 

I realized it was not that simple – there was a letter inside. I immediately shouted to 

Mary, ‘Hey, come over here! There’s a letter in this bottle!’ Out of curiosity, we 

decided to open it. So began a day which I shall never forget. 

 

When I took out the letter, I was stunned to see that the handwriting was so messy. 

We could barely read the words, except for a big ‘Help’. Although I couldn’t read 

every single word, I could guess the meaning. A ship had run out of fuel in the middle 

of the ocean, and no one could hear their distress call. Moreover, they had run out of 

food. My happiness at spending time on the beach turned into fear, as I was quite sure 

that if no one gave a hand to the crew of the ship, they would die. We had to do 

something! 

 

‘Let’s rush to that police station over there!’ I exclaimed. We ran at full speed, 

because the only thought in our minds was that every second could mean the difference 

between life and death. I handed the letter to a policeman on the front desk once we 

arrived. He read it, and understood something was terribly wrong. ‘I’ll tell our officers 

to deal with it. Thanks for informing us,’ he spoke fearfully. 

 

Although I’d already done my best to help, I felt uneasy until I received a phone 

call several days later. The police told me that the crew of the ship had been rescued. 

Moreover, as a reward for helping to save the crew, the government decided to give 

Mary and me the Outstanding Citizen Award. We felt so grateful and proud that we 

were able to save lives and be the youngest to receive this award. I’ll never forget that 

day on the beach, and the letter inside the bottle.
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The First Day in the Kitchen 

Becky Liu    3D 

_________________ 

 

Today was Happy Friday. Mummy was on holiday. That meant I was on holiday 

too. I could do whatever I wanted to except the terrible homework. 

 

First, I swam with the funny tortoises. They were bought by my mum ten years 

ago. In the past, they were about three centimeters long but now they were as long as a 

pair of shoes. In the bathing tub, we played hide-and-seek and I always dived into the 

water and pulled their legs. 

 

Two hours later, I felt hungry. Maybe cooking was fun. 

 

In the kitchen, I found vegetables, fish, chicken wings and some flour as well as 

some baking powder. The easy work was washing the vegetables. Just a few seconds, I 

tumbled the vegetables and I hanged them on the hangers. Then, I brushed the fish with 

toothpaste. The chicken wings were soaked in orange juice. 

 

Today was my brother’s birthday too. He liked eating cakes. I tried to mix the 

flour with the baking powder, eggs and bubble gums. I put them into the oven for two 

hours. 

 

I fell asleep in the kitchen. A line of cockroaches stood in front of me. 

 

Their leader talked to me, “May we have some cakes for afternoon tea?” 

 

“Of course,” I replied. I opened the oven and saw a mountain of cakes. I pulled 

the cakes out and I nearly fell onto the ground. 
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The cakes were knocked down and they killed all the cockroaches except the 

leader. It was so sad and angry with me that it jumped onto my shoulder. 

 

It shouted loudly, “What a stupid guy. Safety is the most important rule in the 

kitchen!” 

  

“Sorry! Sorry! Today is my first day in the kitchen! I am sorry!” I apologized. 

 

The cockroach leader said nothing. It crept into my ear. I felt very itchy and 

frightened. I screamed loudly and woke up and only found the burnt cake but not the 

cockroach. I ran around my home but I never saw it again. 
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Let’s Ease the Problem 

Ivan Yiu    3D 

_________________ 

 

Dear Edith, 

 

Thank you so much for your heart-warming letter. It is always great to hear from 

you, but I’m sorry to hear about your problems and I’m extremely concerned about 

your health. I also have experience of suffering from insomnia before so I know 

exactly how it feels and what you may do about it. So don’t be too anxious and 

troubled since it would not ease the situation. 

 

First of all, I would like to tell you the possible reasons for insomnia. The most 

popular cause is people getting irregular sleeping patterns, so they will have trouble in 

falling asleep or they simply wake up too early and can’t go back to sleep once awaken. 

Moreover, drinking too much caffeine during daytime is also bad for sleep. On the 

other hand, too much excitement can cause insomnia, for example, watching too many 

exciting movies or stories.  

 

Well, if you’re in those cases, what you have to do is refrain yourself from doing 

these things. Moreover, you can listen to some classical music or read some books for 

relaxation. Drinking warm milk with a spoonful of honey before you go to bed can 

promote a good sleep. You may buy a cozy mattress and a pillow that fit your sleeping 

posture to make you feel more comfortable. Besides, by slowing the breathing, you 

may also regulate your body better. On the other hand, you should avoid doing other 

activities in bed or your body will define the bed as a place for work and the next time 

you go to bed, your body will not be able to rest. Keep a regular sleeping pattern and 

try my suggestions! 
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By the way, you should tell your parents about your trouble if it is getting worse. 

You can also share your problems with me. I will give you support. Please write back 

soon. I look forward to hearing your good news. 

 

Love, 

Ivan 
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A Comedy – Poor Chicken 

Wincy Yu    3D 

_________________ 

 

The first thing I do every day after school is go to my kitchen, open the fridge and 

take out a bottle of cool water, because the journey home from school takes so long. 

 

My mother passed away when I was ten, so I live with my dad. He is a farmer 

who doesn’t know how to do housework, but I know that he always tries his best. 

Although we are poor, we live together happily. 

 

Today, I went home on foot and when I opened the fridge, something fell out. 

“Cluck … cluck …” Oh! Was it a chicken? Why hadn’t it died in the fridge? Was it a 

magic chicken? When I saw it struggling, I discovered that it was wearing a cardigan, a 

pair of gloves and a neckerchief. No wonder it was still alive. 

 

I needed to ask my dad why he had been so ruthless to the poor little chicken! My 

dad came home at 9pm, after selling the food he had harvested in the village. 

 

I asked him about that chicken after his bath. He said that he wanted to cook it for 

dinner, but he didn’t know how to keep it well. So he put the chicken in the fridge, but 

after a while, he thought that it would get cold or sick if it stayed in the fridge for a 

long time, so he gave it a woollen sweater. Wasn’t my dad silly? I almost died 

laughing.  

 

Although my dad may be stupid, he is always nice to chickens. 
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Let’s Overcome Insomnia 

Claudia Fung    3E 

_________________ 

 

20th October 2010  

Dear Mary, 

 

 I know that you have been seriously suffering from insomnia. Now I’m going to 

give you some advice and I hope it will be useful.  

 

 Insomnia is a problem that makes people unable to sleep well, or even at all, 

during the night. The reason why people often suffer from insomnia is that they may be 

under a tremendous amount of stress and their anxiety level is high. You mentioned 

that you always feel deeply anxious and troubled. Do you feel nervous when you are at 

school, or do you always worry about your schoolwork? If so, these things might be 

the main causes of your insomnia.  

 

 Firstly, I think you shouldn’t be too worried about your schoolwork. Somehow 

you push yourself too hard. Secondly, I think you can listen to some classical music 

such as piano, guitar or saxophone pieces. The melodies are very soothing and 

certainly have a healing effect! Lastly, reminding yourself of the joyful moments that 

you have with your friends and family may help to ease your stress a bit.  

 

If, after trying all these methods, you are still feeling troubled and cannot sleep 

at night, I suggest you see a doctor. Call me up for a chat if you need to, as I will 

always be there for you! I hope you can have a nice sleep!  

 

Looking forward to hearing from you soon.  

Best Wishes, 

Claudia 
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The Legend of Hylia – Journey of Prince Bason 

Edith Hong    3E 

_________________ 

 

Long, long time ago, there was a beautiful land called Hylia. The prince of Hylia, 

Bason, who lost his mother when he was young, suddenly realized that he had to be 

strong to become the king of Hylia. He knew that if he wanted to be strong, he had to 

start his journey in which he had to meet many people and had to have many 

adventures to make him strong and brave. Just then, his journey started.  

 

As Bason’s journey went on, he became stronger and stronger. One day, he met a 

magician in a small villa. The magician called Aren came forward him and talked to 

him, “Your highness, Prince Bason, allow me to confide in you a big secret.”  

 

Prince Bason nodded and listened to the magician carefully. 

 

“Your highness, let me tell you where your mother, Queen Merina is. She is now 

kept as a hostage by the evil emperor, the Twilight King,” said the magician.  

 

Bason was shocked when he heard this. Then, he realized that he needed to fight 

with the Twilight King in order to save his mum and bring her back in one piece. So, 

he asked the magician if he could go with him and lead him to where the Twilight King 

was.  

 

“Yes, your highness. It’s Aren’s pleasure to go on a journey with Prince Bason.” 

 

Just then, their journey went on.  

 

When they arrived at the Palace of Twilight where the Twilight King and Baon’s 
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mother was, there was nothing but a few soldiers. 

 

“Come on, you evil Twilight King, give me back my mother and come out to fight 

me!” yelled Prince Bason.  

 

Suddenly, somebody came out, wearing an armour with a sword on his hand.  

 

“Your highness, Prince Bason, I apologise for what my uncle has done. And now, 

I am coming to help you to save your mother. I know where she is. Please come with 

me, if you believe me,” a young voice talked to Bason.  

 

Aren nodded and said to Bason, “Your highness, he is the nephew of the Twilight 

King, Prince Moonlight. He is an honourable person. You could trust his words and go 

with him.” 

 

After that, they went into the palace warily.  

 

All three of them pretended to be soldiers so that no one could recognize them.  

 

“Prince Moonlight, may I ask you why you are helping us?” asked Prince Bason.  

 

Prince Moonlight sighed and answered him, “I have talked to your mother, and I 

finally realized that what my uncle has done is a big mistake, so I help you. However, 

that’s not the most important thing right now. Kill my uncle, and get the key to save 

your mother. That’s the most important thing. Please let me fight with you.” 

 

So, they got to where the Twilight King was.  

 

“You evil king, release my mum, and fight me!” yelled the valiant Prince Bason 

loudly.  
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“Oh, you lovely little prince, why don’t you stay at your warm palace and play 

with your father, yet come to this great place of mine?” mocked the evil king.  

 

Bason did not reply, and the Twilight King continued, “Here is your mum, save 

her if you can!!” 

 

They fought for glory and for somebody they cared. At last, Prince Bason pushed 

the Twilight King on the floor, and he said to Moonlight, “Your highness, Prince 

Moonlight, come and kill him, save your country from this evil king.” Prince 

Moonlight did so.  

 

Eventually, Prince Bason saved his mother and returned to their homeland. Aren, 

the magician went back to his villa. Prince Moonlight became a great king of the land 

of Twilight. Prince Bason became a brave and strong prince. Every one lived happily 

ever after.  
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A Letter on How to Get Rid of Insomnia 

Cynthia Lau    3F 

_________________ 

 

Dear Edith, 

 

While it is nice to hear from you, I am sorry to learn that you are suffering from 

insomnia and can hardly sleep. This will result in insufficient rest and undoubtedly 

affect your daily activities but there is nothing to be afraid of. I had a similar problem 

in the past so I will try to give you some personal suggestions which I hope can help 

improve the situation. 

 

There are many possible reasons leading to the sickness and the most common 

one is stress. You should try your best to relax a bit and attempt to release the pressure 

off yourself. Doing so can certainly help you to alleviate your current bad condition. 

There are many sources of stress including family problems, heavy school workload 

and peer pressure. It may be difficult to reduce or completely remove your stress, but 

you need to be patient. The best way to get rid of insomnia is to think less about 

negative issues. Other factors, such as an irregular sleep pattern, bad diets and too 

much caffeine intake, may also cause insomnia. Consequently, it is advisable to avoid 

these bad habits. 

 

When I faced a similar problem last year, I went to consult a doctor to obtain his 

professional opinions. He advised me to be less anxious. He also said that doing 

exercise on a daily basis and listening to music would definitely help. You may try to 

see if these tips are useful. You may also opt to try traditional methods such as counting 

sheep, which is likely to make you feel exhausted and help you fall asleep. 

 

Yet, the most effective means I suggest is visiting a doctor. By understanding all 



 
 
 

 
96

Oasis 

the reasons behind and running a thorough body check for you, he should be able to 

identify the actual cause of your problem and give you professional advice. He may 

also give you medical treatments if necessary. I would be happy to recommend a good 

doctor who I used to visit if you want to seek professional help. 

 

I fully understand your situation; however, I want you to understand that there is 

nothing to fear for. Insomnia is very troublesome but it can be cured. By following my 

suggestions, I am sure your problem will be eliminated soon. I look forward to seeing a 

healthy and cheerful you! 

 

Yours, 

Cynthia 
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Fruitless Love 

Josie Wu    4B 

_________________ 

 

A loveless life is like a fruitless tree, but a friendless life is like a rootless tree. A 

tree can live without fruit but not without root. Had I known this earlier, I would not 

have been trapped in such a complicated relationship.  

 

The only thing that I gain from that relationship was I learnt that men are not 

reliable. Being a feminine woman is no longer a popular option nowadays. Women are 

often perceived or perceive themselves as iron ladies. I am no exception. I am Heather, 

a common girl with a not so common story.  

 

Half a year ago, I met Zack at a wedding party. He was macho, attractive and 

humorous. He told me that he was a gymnastic coach. He fitted perfectly into my 

self-constructed image of a perfect man. Soon, we started dating. He was so nice and 

sweet. We got along quite well at the beginning. We did what lovers usually did. As our 

relationship deepened, I started picturing our fabulous future, forming our little family 

as husband and wife.  

 

One day, my good friend, Adeline, who introduced Zack to me at the party, told 

me that she saw Zack hanging out with a girl called Naomi in Central. Since then, Zack 

had not called me as frequently as before. Our relationship grew tense and bitter.  

 

Soon, Adeline came back to me with some more news. Her friends told her that 

Naomi was a kind and lovely girl and she was Zack’s ex-colleague. Whatever the truth, 

people see what they want to see. I am no exception to the rule. I decided to turn a 

blind eye to the obvious facts.  
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A week later, I saw Naomi in the street and she was walking alone. I strode 

towards her because I could not keep my emotion in check anymore. I scolded her and 

demanded her to leave my boyfriend alone. Suddenly, she gave me a slap in the face on 

the street. She said she had been dating Zack for two years already. I was actually the 

third party to their relationship. Then, she left.  

 

Suddenly, it started raining heavily. Bad luck came in threes. I did not have an 

umbrella with me. Walking along the rain-sodden street, I started thinking about all the 

sweet moments I had with Zack. They were all built on lies. I was such an idiot. At that 

time, Adeline came. She hugged me tight and sheltered me under her umbrella. 

Suddenly, that shameless crook called. I did not want to listen to any more lies. I 

quickly hang up the phone. I hugged Adeline hard, feeling tears welling in my eyes. 

Those were happy tears because I finally realized that romantic love was not a 

necessity. Romance may add colours to our life, but it is often friends who accompany 

us through our hard times.  
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My Naughty Daughter 

Mandy Wong    4B 

_________________ 

 

I am a single mother because my husband died one year ago. I have a daughter 

called Ella who loves her father so much. She seems to think that he died because of 

me. Therefore, Ella goes against me on everything. I know she hates me but I really 

love my husband and my daughter. 

  

It was a rainy day when I drove my daughter to school. She didn’t like sitting with 

me so she sat in the back seat. She didn’t like talking with me either. She only paid 

attention to her notebook. On the way to school, a policeman stopped our car and asked 

for my driver’s licence. While I was looking for it, Ella wrote something in her 

notebook and showed it to the policeman. I didn’t know what she had written but the 

policemen started treating me like a criminal. When I looked at Ella, I saw the word 

‘HELP’ written in her notebook. Although I told the policeman that I was Ella’s mother, 

he still wanted to take us to a police station. On the way, Ella said she wanted to go to 

the toilet but she wouldn’t let me go with her. Therefore, the policeman went with her 

and waited outside. After 15 minutes, Ella still had not come out. The policeman was 

worried and asked me to check if she was alright. I found the toilet empty and she had 

gone!  

  

Ella ran and ran. She didn’t want to stop because she was very happy. This was 

because she hated me and wanted to leave home. After running, Ella felt so tired. She 

didn’t know where she was. When she saw a restaurant, she went in. Ella was really 

hungry and tired. She ordered a bowl of noodles and a glass of coke. The food tasted 

delicious. She knew that she needed to pay so she looked for her purse. Yet, she had 

forgotten her bag in the car. Ella didn’t know what she could do. So she started to run. 

Nevertheless, she was caught immediately. Ella was very frightened. She shouted and 
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she really wanted someone to help her. The shopkeeper was an evil man. He hit Ella to 

make her quiet. Ella cried and began to miss her mother.  

 

Just then, I walked through the door. I could see that my daughter was crying and I 

ran to her immediately. I held my daughter in my arms and told her not to cry. I told 

Ella I would protect her. When the shopkeeper saw me, he took a knife out. I held my 

daughter tightly in my arms. I was afraid I would die, and I was afraid my daughter 

would be hurt. At this very moment, the policeman who wanted to take us to the police 

station appeared in front of us. He arrested the man. Ella turned to me and said, ‘Mum, 

I love you.’ 

 

Since this incident, Ella has stopped hating me. I feel very happy about that. We are 

so lucky. The policeman saved our lives. I really want to thank him.  

 

Tonight, I look at my naughty daughter and say, ‘Good night, Ella. What happened 

today has been life-changing for both of us.’ 
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A Letter of Complaint about Supreme Gym 

Hosanna Wong    4C 

_________________ 

 

Flat 8A, block 5 

Phase 2, Flower Garden 

74 Green Road 

Hong Kong 

21 March 2010 

Supreme Gym 

7/F, Upwell Plaza, 

293 Queen’s Road 

Hong Kong 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Re: Poor Services and Facilities 

 

I am writing to complain about the horrible services and facilities in your gym. 

My friend and I visited the gym recently and joined the center but both of us are very 

dissatisfied with the poor services. 

 

I would like to start with the disgusting state of the rooms. It was dirty and there 

was water on the floor. I almost slipped on the floor. Also, the rooms were untidy and 

they were so crowded with people that I couldn’t stretch myself fully during the class. 

Secondly, the facilities were also dreadful. The lockers, CD players and chairs in the 

snack bar were broken but no one had fixed it. In addition, the tables and dishes in the 

snack bar were dirty. There was unfinished food everywhere. I would like to bring your 

attention to the equipment and food. There were no clean towels while the gym 

equipment was scattered on the floor. The food sold in the snack bar was fattening. It 

contained too much fat and oil. The staff in your gym were very nasty as well. They 
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were lazy, dirty and unprofessional. 

 

To resolve the problems, I would appreciate if you would improve the quality of 

the staff, state of the rooms, facilities, equipment and food in the gym.  

 

First, you should employ someone to clean the gym. You must have the floor 

swept regularly and put the gym equipment to the original place, not on the floor. 

Second, you should ask the members to book before they come so that there won’t be 

lots of people doing gym at the same time. Also, you ought to send someone to fix the 

broken facilities so that members can be comfortable and convenient when they work 

out. Next, you should employ professional staff to guide the members. Also, the staff 

must be polite to customers so they could leave a good impression to customers and 

also enhance the reputation of your gym. Besides, you ought to buy some equipment, 

such as towels for visitors, they need to have a towel for wiping. In addition, the snack 

bar should sell some healthy food, such as fruit and juice, not fatty food. Fatty food is 

not good for people who are keeping fit. 

 

I hope that you will take these complaints and suggestions very seriously and 

improve the problems immediately. If I do not receive a satisfactory reply, I will have 

no choice but to contact the relevant authorities. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Hosanna Wong 

Hosanna Wong Hoi Kiu 
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Fresh Experience, New Attitude of Life 

Natalie Lam    4C 

_________________ 

 

Hong Kong people are living under high pressure, traveling to other countries is 

the best way for them to relax. Don’t you think so? I was under stress too as I had been 

working non-stop for four years, and I had never asked for a sick leave even when I 

was ill. I was really tired of this lifestyle. In May 2008, the company I was working at 

closed down. It was about time for me to relieve my pressure. That’s why I took part in 

the Working Holiday Scheme. As I thought Australians could speak English and I 

wanted to visit my dearest grandparents, I chose Australia to be my destination. I was 

hired to be a fruit picker and a hotel receptionist. 

 

Perhaps you would be curious about how I knew of this scheme. Actually, my 

friend who had been to Germany through this scheme recommended me to join the 

programme because she learnt to be independent in her trip and hoped I could also 

benefit from it. Thinking that it was a good chance for me to take a break from the 

busy work and to learn to take care of myself, I joined the programme finally. 

 

When I had just arrived in Australia, everything was strange to me. I knew what I 

needed was time to adapt to the new environment. In the first month, I stayed with my 

grandparents and tried to look for a job. Later, I was employed to be a fruit picker at an 

orchard. As my grandparents’ home was far away from the orchard, I moved to a motel. 

My neighbour was an Italian named Jane. She was also a participant of the scheme. I 

was surprised when she told me she was also an employee of the orchard and she had 

already been working there for a month. We became good friends and always worked 

together. We chatted about everything: lifestyle of Hongkongers, Canadian Culture and 

our experiences in Australia…. However, the job wasn’t easy as we had to bend down 

to pull out heavy fruits like watermelons, and we had to pluck fruit from trees, such as 
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lychees, apples and berries. It was toilsome but a precious experience. The most 

interesting experience was that once the orchard owner taught Jane and I to make jam 

with berries and he gave us three jars of jam as reward. My grandparents and I tasted 

the jam with bread at the weekend. It was fresh and absolutely scrumptious. 

 

Six months later, I had to change my job as it was one of the rules of the scheme. I 

left the orchard and became a hotel receptionist while Jane worked in an Italian 

restaurant as a waitress. I felt nervous as I was not used to working alone. Fortunately, 

my colleagues were nice and friendly. Helping Chinese guests was easier because I 

could communicate with them in Cantonese or Mandarin. It was not a big problem to 

chitchat with my colleagues in English, yet the troublesome guests hit me a raw nerve. 

Every time when I encountered those ‘challenging guests’, I choked and I couldn’t 

speak fluently as usual. I thought it was because I was not totally comfortable with 

speaking in English because of language barrier. It was the biggest problem I faced in 

Australia. To solve this problem, Jane and my colleagues taught me some formal 

English and practised with me every day after work. Soon, I was not as jumpy as 

before when I was serving the guests. 

 

Through the scheme, I have made many good friends, and I have learnt to be 

independent and confident. I have got many valuable experiences and memories. I will 

always keep them in my heart.  

 

If you want to experience a new lifestyle and work with different people in 

different places, I would highly recommend the Working Holiday Scheme to you. 
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The Great Escape 

Kevin Lee    4D 

_________________ 

 

One day, I dozed off on the MTR back home. When I woke up, nobody was 

around. It was pitch-dark, and I took a moment to notice that I wasn’t at home. The 

seat didn’t feel correct, somehow. It was too hard and – then it hit me that I was in an 

MTR car. My eyes painfully tried to adjust to the engulfing darkness, but to no avail. I 

started to panic, and as adrenaline filled my veins I stood up, sweating now, tense, but 

there was nothing to fright. I frantically tried to locate the emergency exit out the 

conductor’s room, at the front of the car. I ran, and fell over more than twice, irked by 

the handrails in the middle. But I made it to the front eventually, and, with a sense of 

elation, pushed open the emergency exit. I stood and heard my own heartbeat in the 

silence as I stepped out. And the world was brutally ripped apart. 

 

Blinding warning signals and deafening sirens incapacitated me like a flashbang, 

and immediately shouts were in the air. “Intruder. Intruder.” The smooth female alarm 

message boomed, and between the klaxon blares I saw at least twenty armed guards 

running around corners. Should I fight or take flight? I chose flight, and within seconds 

rammed directly into the side of an MTR car. Seeing stars, I blinked angrily and ran. 

So I was in some repair facility of the MTR. But what’s with the guards? There’s 

something going on here that I didn’t understand. I saw a dim sign in the midst of the 

chaos, “Exit”, and ran in a frenzy towards a probably unwarranted exit, hopefully an 

exit out of this nightmare. It took me into a hall for lifts. By now the guards have 

probably located me, and were charging – I reckoned they were wearing infrared visors 

or something. I saw that a light was coming, hopefully to my rescue. ”1”, “2”, “3”, “4”, 

“5”. I looked at the sign next to the doors. It said, “You are on level 5.” The lift must 

have arrived, but the door just wouldn’t open...5 seconds…10 seconds… The guards 

were charging in and shouting, “Freeze, hostile! Freeze!” From some unknown reserve 
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of energy I kicked the lift doors with all my might, and as it dented, it opened. And just 

as the mobsters came rushing in, I had lost my balance, and fell into the dark abyss – 

the lift had gone to the 6th floor. Plummeting to my doom, a steel-wire safety net 

caught me. Elated, surprised and exhausted, I lost my consciousness.  

 

When I came around, the telltale green glow ahead told me there was an exit just 

ahead. The guards must have thought I had died, I thought. And with a sense of finality 

I pushed the metal doors wide open, their clinks audible even in the rushing wind 

outside. An eerie red glow illuminated the landscape, but I didn’t care; the small low 

fence ahead wasn’t going to stop me. Ignoring the danger sign on the side I started 

climbing, and my world ended in an inexplicable surge, as 1200 volts of electricity 

circulated throughout my body. 

 

I tried to move, but I couldn’t find the strength inside. Pieces of my life flashed 

through, my most cherished memories, but I knew they were broken pieces, just as I 

was. I relaxed, and as my last breath left me, my charred body submerged in the 

glorious sunrise. 
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An Elephant's Wish 

Alef Ho    4D 

_________________ 

 

I am an elephant. I live in a cage of Orange Zoo. My life has been very boring. 

Many people come to visit me every day. All of them just laugh at me mockingly. I 

hate every one of them. I am jealous because I want to become a human too, to leave 

this stupid zoo and travel all around the world.  

 

I prayed every day hoping to meet a person or ask God to help me. One day, my 

prayers were answered. I met an old man with bright beady eyes. 

 

"Who are you?" I asked him.  

 

"I am the King of Animals," he replied slowly.  

 

"Can I become a human?" I asked again.  

 

"Yes, but you need to EAT ONE KID in order to become a real human," he 

answered.  

 

I hesitated and thought whether I should try to accomplish the mission.  

 

Before I could make a decision, the mysterious man suddenly vanished and was 

nowhere to be seen. Shortly afterwards, I saw a kid standing outside my cage looking 

at me as if I were an idiot. I hated him, and I really wanted to eat him up. I was about 

to step on him to vent my anger when the zookeeper came to serve me lunch. He 

opened my cage and - the kid dashed in! It was a perfect chance for me to eat him and 

become a real human!  
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Just at this important moment, I hesitated and paused. My mind was filled with 

wonderful memories....  

 

Many children had come to visit me. Whatever I was doing, they just laughed 

happily. I was so annoyed for I was treated as a silly animal but deep inside my heart, I 

actually felt very happy. Why?  

 

Oh! I understood. My mission was to bring joy and laughter to others, not to eat 

the kids.  

 

I watched the innocent child intently. Slowly I let the best opportunity slip away, 

and the zookeeper rushed in and took the child away.  

 

I am still an elephant now. I am bringing joy to everybody each day. Although I 

can never become human for the rest of my life, that's enough for me to feel happy. 

 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
109 

Oasis 

 

A Dream at the World of Fairy Tales 

Annie Chui    4D 

_________________ 

 

My name is Angela. I always believe that there must be wizards, spirits, ETs and 

whatever you could ever imagine in the real world. Everyone including my parents 

think I am mad. I have never been angry about that and I know exactly what I am 

talking about because I can even feel their existence. I talk to the fairies and long for 

their arrivals. 

 

 Halloween was coming soon. I decided to dress up as a magician this year. I was 

standing outside “FAIRY TALEs”, a costume shop. I found this shop on the Internet 

and I loved the mystery of this shop. I knocked on the door and went in. There was 

nobody inside the shop. Suddenly, I was pushed into darkness by a stiff wind. 

 

 When I was awaken, I discovered that I was lying on grassland with colorful 

flowers. A man with a wand was standing beside me. This man was a wizard and he 

told me that I had come to “The world of fairy tales”. I saw little fairies lying on 

flowers and ET’s in spaceships flying in the sky. I was really excited watching them. 

The magician was called Harry and he was the manager of this world.  

 

Harry greeted me with friendliness, ‘Welcome to our world. I have listened to 

your wishes and now your dream comes true. At present, you must help us.’ 

 

 I was stunned about the fairies wanting me to save the earth. Actually, all fairies 

were a part of the universe. Elves were from flowers, robots were from electric 

appliances, and ET’s were from other planets. Their bodies lived on earth, but their 

souls stayed elsewhere. They were really dissatisfied about human’s disastrous actions 

like polluting the water, cutting down trees, using electric products unduly and so on. 



 
 
 

 
110

Oasis 

The more serious pollution was, the worse the environment of this world would be. 

This led to the fairies’ hatred.  

 

 After I had listened to Harry, I understood their feelings and needs. I blinked my 

eyes once and I was back to the empty shop. Was this a dream? I didn’t care if it was 

true or not at that moment. I knew I should take action immediately to save my new 

friends and the earth instead of going to the Halloween party, letting everyone else 

destroy the place we lived. 

 

 I rushed home and cried, ‘I will help the Earth!’ My parents said I was mad 

again. 

 

 Having had this experience at the World of Fairy Tales, I realized my faults in the 

past. I couldn’t just believe in the existence of fairies, but also it was my responsibility 

to help them. Instead of destroying the earth, I wanted to conserve it. 

 

 Although the fairytale might just be an illusion, we should protect the earth for 

ourselves. Thanks to the fairies for inspiring me. It’s life changing for me. 
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The Atrocious Supreme Gym 

Henry Ng    4D 

_________________ 

 

22nd October, 2010 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

 

Re: A Complaint about Supreme Gym 

 

I am writing to complain about the fitness centre, Supreme Gym. My friend and I 

recently joined your fitness centre and were both dissatisfied with it because of some 

serious problems. I am also writing to give some suggestions to improve the situation. 

 

The first thing I am complaining about is the unprofessional staff. The attendant 

was dirty and lazy. When I asked him why the changing room was so dirty, he shouted 

at me with vulgar words. The aerobics instructor was unfit and untidy. An instructor 

should have a fit and healthy image. The assistant at the snack bar was so dirty that it 

might cause hygienic problems. 

 

My second complaint is about the status of the rooms. I was astonished by the 

environment of the rooms. The changing room was extremely dingy. It was disgusting 

to see the floor with dirty water and unclean towels with bad smell. The gym room was 

also crowded and untidy. 

 

The third thing is about the equipment and food. It is inconvenient for users to 

search for gym equipment on the floor. Besides, fatty and sugary food should not be 

sold at a snack bar of a fitness centre. 

 

Last but not least, facilities in poor conditions will make customers feel very 

disappointed. Broken lockers may cause robbery. Customers may find it difficult to 

enjoy doing exercise with a broken CD player. Both broken tables and chairs can cause 

safety problems. And dirty dishes may lead to hygiene problems. 
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I was so disappointed and dissatisfied with the unprofessional staff, the poor 

conditions of rooms, food, equipment and facilities. To solve these problems, I am 

giving some suggestions.  

 

First, Supreme Gym should employ polite, responsible and tidy attendants and 

assistants. Quality service is a must in the service industry. If the employees are not 

professional enough to give good impressions to customers, the customers will choose 

a better fitness centre. Furthermore, tidy, healthy and fit instructors are symbols of a 

good fitness centre. Nobody would like to follow instructors who are clumsier than 

themselves. 

 

Second, the state of the rooms will be improved if more workers are employed to 

clean and tidy up the rooms. To ease the problem of the overcrowded gym room, the 

number of customers using the room at a certain time should be limited.  

 

Since junk food contains too much sugar and fat, which can lead to obesity and 

high blood pressure, healthy food such as fruit, salad, sandwiches and fresh juice 

should be made available. It is quite useful to stick posters to teach people to put the 

equipment back to the proper place after using. To ensure the equipment be placed in 

the right position, some staff should stay in the gym room at all times. 

 

The last suggestion is to replace all the defected equipment if they are broken, 

such as the CD players, lockers, tables and chairs. If the facilities are good enough, no 

customer would claim for compensation or complain. 

 

I expect a written apology and the improvement of the situation. I am looking 

forward to seeing your improvement. If I do not see any changes, I will have no choice 

but to terminate the membership contract.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Henry Ng 

Henry Ng Kam Hei 
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Change for a Greener World 

Ivanna Tong    4D 

_________________ 

 

I was the most foolish man in the world one year ago. But now, I am the wisest 

man in the world. I was a good student in my teachers’ eyes and a good son in my 

parents’. I thought I was, too, until I experienced this. 

 

Have you ever seen a monster? I have.  

 

One day, when I was studying alone at home, there was an accident. Something 

suddenly appeared in front of me. I don’t know what it was. It was made of rubbish. 

Let me call it “Rubbish Monster”. He looked ugly and I was scared by him. Rubbish 

Monster held my hand and brought me to a different world--- a place I didn’t know. 

When I looked closer, it seemed like Hong Kong but all the streets were full of rubbish. 

There were numerous buildings with no occupants and the environment was really, 

really bad. The air was really dirty and it was really hot. It made me sick. After five 

minutes, Rubbish Monster took me to another place. He told me what I had seen was 

the future and I was at the hospital. He also told me something astonishing. The boy 

lying on the bed was my son. He was going to die three days later because he fell 

critically ill in this hot and dirty environment. But he was only four. I was very sad. It 

was really shocking to me. When do I have a son? How can I foresee the future? What 

does this Rubbish Monster want to do with me? 

 

After five minutes, the Rubbish Monster took me to another place. I thought it 

was my room where the Rubbish Monster had first appeared. I wanted to ask him to 

explain the things I had seen, but I could not move and could not speak. 

 

Rubbish Monster said, “Don’t Move”. He looked fierce.  
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“Do you know why I stay here with you? It’s because of your destruction to the 

world. You ruined your son’s life and your grandson’s life. You are wasting the energy 

of the world. You keep all electrical equipment switched on even when they are not in 

use. You keep the tap running while you are not using water. You waste many things 

that you do not need. You ruined the world. The air became seriously polluted and the 

temperature rose. Many organisms died all because of you.” After saying this, the 

Rubblish Monster disappeared. 

 

Until now, I do not comprehend what happened that day. But I know that I have to 

treasure the world I have. And I have to protect the environment. This is the wisest tip 

in the world. It has changed my life. 
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9 Ways to Reform Supreme Gym 

Ivanna Tong    4D 

_________________ 

 

Unit A, 5/F, Block C, 

266 King’s road, 

Hong Kong 

21 October, 2010 

Supreme Gym 

7/F, Upwell Plaza,  

293 Queen’s road, 

Hong Kong. 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Re: Poor Services and Facilities 

 

I am writing to inform you of my dissatisfaction with the service at the Supreme 

Gym. My friend and I recently joined a 2-month Fitness Programme. However, my 

friend and I found it very disappointing in the first lesson we attended yesterday. 

 

The unhappy experience started with the dirty changing room and the poor service 

of the attendants there. We then found the gym classroom too crowded and untidy. Also, 

the untidy instructor is unfit for our training course. After the lesson, we wanted to 

have some food. But we lost our appetite when we entered the dirty canteen with 

broken chairs and tables, only to find that junk food was served by a dirty assistant. 

 

I would like to suggest the followings: 
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Provide a bigger classroom so that the students can practise more freely without 

worrying about hitting other students while moving and stretching. Provide a CD 

player with reasonably good sound quality and enough volume. Provide storing 

cabinets, shelves for storing equipment and places for students to put their jackets 

before exercising. The training room should be air-conditioned with good ventilation 

and thus I suggest putting four fans at the four corners of the room. Please also hire 

experienced and well trained staff to run your fitness programmes. 

 

Next, give training to the attendants and snack bar assistants to improve the 

conditions in the changing room and the snack bar. Make sure they follow regular 

cleaning and washing log books. Please provide distilled water and paper cups inside 

the classrooms and clean towels in the changing room. Repair the broken lockers 

immediately. In the snack bar, serve salad and healthy food, like cereals and soy drink. 

Also, please consider serving fresh juice as members prefer eating lightly and healthily 

when they join a fitness course. 

 

Please do consider the above suggestions. Remember, with good facilities, you 

can expect the number of members to increase by mouth of praise. Otherwise my 

friend and I will quit the class and ask for refund because of the lack of reasonable 

facilities and service comparing with other gyms in Hong Kong. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Mary Chan 

Mary Chan Ling 
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Money Management 

Lutus Lee    4D 

_________________ 

 

I am a Form Four student. Life is simple but happy for me. Everything is running 

smooth and routine. It is said that no pain, no gain. I always wonder what I have gained. 

Maybe nothing.  

 

Then, one day my mother told me, “I have got a new challenge for you.” “Wow, it 

sounds great. What’s that?” I wondered. “I will give you a monthly allowance of six 

hundred dollars to be managed on your own. That is the best way to learn how to spend 

wisely. Remember, son, money isn’t earned easily ……” my mother continued 

murmuring. 

 

That’s how it started. So far as I can remember, it was the first thing I could 

manage on my own, I was so excited. 

 

When I was back to school, I would usually eat outside school with my 

schoolmates. One day, I studied the menu carefully, “Oh, my God! Set Lunches A, B 

and C--- how come all the prices have increased by ten percent!” So I asked the waiter 

whether there was something cheaper and he told me that I could have Set Lunch A on 

Monday, instant noodles on Tuesday; Set Lunch B on Wednesday; sandwiches on 

Thursday and Set Lunch C on Friday. In this way, it wouldn’t cost much on average. 

Aha, that’s a good idea! 

 

I followed this pattern on spending money for the next few weeks. Once, it came 

my set lunch day and I went out to lunch with my schoolmates at a restaurant nearby. 

They were in a hurry, so they left for school first, leaving me alone to pay the bill. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t have enough money. I counted every coin slowly. Surprisingly, 
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the waiter let me go because there was a five percent discount. 

 

Now I am used to studying the menu whenever I eat at a restaurant. I am used to 

glance quickly at the price tag on every item at department stores before buying 

anything. Now, I will pick the least expensive items and think carefully if I really need 

them. “To spend wisely and get my money’s worth” has become my motto. Most 

importantly, I save up money for a rainy day. I will always remember it. Thanks to my 

mother for giving me this chance to learn money management. It’s life changing for 

me. 
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To Change or Not to Change 

Carmen Hui    4E 

_________________ 

 

One day, I took the MTR back home. When I woke up, there was nobody. “Next 

station – Sham Shui Po,” a sweet female voice said, telling me that the train was still 

moving. But where were the others? There had been lots of people around when I got 

on. You know, this was the rush hour when students and people were traveling back 

home. Shouldn’t the train be crowded on this typical Friday? Or maybe, this wasn’t a 

‘typical’ day after all? A strange idea suddenly occurred to me: Probably I missed 

something important when I had fallen asleep. Perhaps there had been a train hijack? 

Or, more dreadfully, there was a bomb on this train so all the passengers had been 

evacuated but me? 

 

I jumped up. My breath quickened. This wasn’t funny. It was awful! Chill was 

running up my spine. Being scared and curious, I walked along the train compartments 

hoping that I could find someone to help. My eyes darted around maniacally and I 

sighed every time when I found nothing at all. There was just nobody! Being desperate, 

I suddenly heard someone talking at the end of the train. My heart throbbed. “Hey, 

excuse me, is anyone there?” I asked, yet producing an unfamiliar voice. Forging ahead, 

I finally saw a few people sitting on the seats. They all stopped chatting or reading 

when I emerged. “Er, excuse me, do you guys know what happened? The whole train is 

deserted except here. Do you know where the other passengers have gone? I mean, it is 

abnormal that no one is on the train at this very rush hour, right?” I asked, still with 

that strange deep voice. But they didn’t reply or even move a bit. “Well, nothing 

happened? Is that what you all mean?” I added impatiently. They didn’t answer either. 

They were petrified and looking at me with those strange faces. At that very precise 

moment, the train door opened and all of them ran away immediately. I asked in anger. 

“What is going on here?” and followed them to the door. The passengers waiting 
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outside at the platform all screamed out loud and ran to the exit instantly. Being 

bewildered, I was frozen. A little boy with an innocent face yelled at me, “Hey you, 

monster. I can defeat you with my superpowers! Bring it on!” And he was being jerked 

by his mother in the next second. The train was totally empty this time. I was puzzled; 

was I a monster? What were they thinking? This was ridiculous. 

 

Contemplating the problem, I shuffled back to the train and sat down. Suddenly, I 

saw the reflection of myself, or I should say ‘a monster’, from the glass. I was 

frightened. What happened to me? I had a blue round body with my skin hanging loose. 

I had a pair of green silly eyes and a big triangular nose. I was an utterly huge ugly 

ogre! This was the scariest thing I had ever experienced in my life! What should I do? 

At the very moment, I flashed on - it must be the effect of that stupid medicine! I called 

Professor Fuzzy Head straightaway, a friend of mine who was obsessed with science. 

 

“Hi there, what’s up?” Fuzzy asked lazily. “You told me that the medicine you 

gave me yesterday would make people slim and pretty if I drank it every day. How 

come I have become a fat, ugly ogre after I drank it this morning? Now, all the 

passengers have fled because of me!” I shouted. “Oh, I get it. You are complaining 

about my invention. You know dear, no pain, no gain. It’s just a side effect anyway. 

You’ll be pretty and slim if you take this magical medicine for a year.” Fuzzy said 

plainly. “ I don’t want to be pretty and slim! I just want to be myself! Tell me how to 

change back!” I said harshly. “Okay, okay. You’ll just need to drink some water and 

you’ll be fine. Stop drinking that medicine and I promise you won’t change into an 

ogre again!” I drank gallons of water immediately. My body became hot. Something 

was moving in my stomach. And then, finally, I became a human being again. 

 

“Wow, this is magical! Hey Fuzzy, thank you for your medicine but I don’t think I 

need it anymore. I am content with who I am now.” I said with joy. “Next station – 

Cheung Sha Wan.” I took a deep breath. The door opened and people rushed in. It was 

crowded like a normal Friday again. 
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A Meal that Turned Out to be a Nightmare 

Jadee Ng    4E 

_________________ 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

Re: Complaint about Lucky Choice Seafood Restaurant 

 

I would like to complain about the terrible services and poor food quality of your 

restaurant. I visited your restaurant last week to celebrate my friend’s birthday. 

However, it was a really horrible experience. 

 

First, I would like to start by commenting on the food quality. After I had ordered 

the food, I saw that most of the fish in the aquarium were dead. The water was quite 

dirty with a lot of faeces at the bottom of the tank. We started to feel regretful for 

choosing your restaurant. 

 

Another problem was the unprofessional chef. As the door of the kitchen was 

open, I could see the chef smoking and putting his dirty hands into the dishes. Worst of 

all, some of the cigarette ashes dropped on the food, but he did not really seem to care. 

I do not expect to have cigarette ashes as salt and sugar. 

 

My next complaint concerns the horrible environment. When we were waiting for 

our dishes, we discovered that there were many rats and cockroaches crawling around. 

The rats were fat and the cockroaches were big and some of them even flew around the 

restaurant. The condition was really unacceptable. 

 

Finally, the attitude of your staff was awful. When the food arrived, I could tell it 

was not fresh. However, we still tried it hesitantly. The taste was strange and I nearly 
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threw up. I tried to complain to the waiter, but instead of getting an apology, he shouted 

at us and told us to get out if we were not satisfied with the food. I was so disappointed 

with his impolite attitude. 

 

I hope that you will take these complaints very seriously. I expect to receive an 

explanation and a refund. If I do not hear from you within a week, I will have no 

choice but to contact the Food and Environment Hygiene Department. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

L.Tse 

L. Tse 
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A Letter to a Desperate Student 

Louis Leung    4E 

_________________ 

 

Dear desperate Form four student, 

 

I have read your letter and I am sorry to hear about the problems you are facing. I 

think your problems are not as difficult as you think and they can be solved easily. 

Please allow me to offer you some advice. I hope it will help you. 

 

   First of all, you mentioned that you do not have any privacy and your flat is small, 

crowded and noisy, and thus you cannot concentrate on your studies. I understand that 

privacy is a human right. Everyone needs it. My advice to you is to tell your parents 

how you feel frankly. You need to tell them you need more privacy as well as a quiet 

place to study. If they cannot help you, you can also think about going to the library. 

The library is an excellent place for revision as it is quiet and air-conditioned. The 

learning atmosphere there can also help you concentrate on your work. I know that 

some libraries close very late, but remember to ask your parents for permission first. I 

used to study in the library when I was preparing for my HKCEE. It is really an ideal 

place for studying. 

 

   For your worry about not having enough money to go out with your friends, I 

suggest you explain your concern to your parents. You can also ask if they can give you 

more pocket money. Besides, I am sure there are lots of activities you can enjoy with 

your friends without spending much, for example, playing basketball and hiking. So 

you may not need to ask your parents to increase your pocket money. Furthermore, if 

you want to relax, going out with friends is not the only way. I think you can also listen 

to music or do some exercise. 
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   From your letter, I know that you are thinking of dropping out of school to look 

for a full-time job. You are only a Form four student, I think you ought to keep on 

studying. If you drop out of school now, you cannot get a well-paid job because you do 

not have a good academic qualification. Do you really want to work as a waiter or a 

salesman? I understand that you want to leave school because you don’t have any 

friends at school, but remember, the school is a place where you can have great fun. 

You can join some extra-curricular activities to make more friends. If you have more 

friends at school, you can learn and play together and thus you will definitely enjoy 

your schooldays.  

 

   I really hope my advice is of some help to you. Take action now and do not give 

up when you encounter difficulties. Problems can be overcome if you are willing to 

face them. 

 

Best wishes, 

Nicky 
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The Villagers’ Victory 

Harry Tang    4E 

_________________ 

 

In A.D 2203, the Earth was in a mess. The authorities were killing people to 

impose their authority, especially in China. However, no one knew there was a village 

in China which was surprisingly unaffected by the flame of war. The villagers lived 

happily and peacefully there. The name of this place was “Hopeful Village”. 

 

 Mr. Siu was the village chief. Everybody respected him. He was also the eldest in 

the village. When he was young he had realized that no one in the village knew how to 

use the latest technology, a “Voice-controlled Robot”. Therefore he had travelled 

around China, looking for good teachers to show the villagers how to use the robots. 

Regretfully, the villagers still did not know how to control the robots. Therefore, Mr. 

Siu had had to teach the villagers to use an ancient technology, the computer. However, 

the villagers did not even know how to use a computer! Mr. Siu was very upset. 

 

 Mr. Siu had a clever son called Andy, who knew everything except electronic 

technology. He knew kung fu, farming, singing, writing poems and he was good at 

giving advice. Everyone in the village said he was a clever boy. 

 

  Do you want to know how Hopeful Village escaped from the war? It was 

precisely because no one in the village used computers! In the 23rd century all the data, 

of every city, village and family, could be found on the Internet because all humans 

used it - except the villagers of Hopeful Village. Therefore, no one knew where 

Hopeful Village was located or even whether Hopeful Village was real or not. 

Likewise, the villagers were not aware that there were different wars in the world, 

either. 
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 One day the Internet had a global shut down. Many viruses had been sent to 

destroy all the software. Therefore, the wars were halted because humans were using 

the Voice-controlled Robots to fight against their enemies and the robots were 

controlled by computers. The viruses automatically controlled the computers of the 

robots. That day, millions of robots flew over Hopeful Village and landed in Beijing. 

The villagers were excited by the strange scene. Andy immediately ran to the city. 

Through the window of an electrical equipment shop, he saw a news reporter making 

an announcement. The main story was about a great scientist, Dr. Seven Victory Jack, 

who had already taken control of the computer network. Nobody could defeat him. 

Then, another announcement was handed to the reporter. It said that people around the 

world had formed an “Anti-Dr. Jack Alliance”, which used telephones to keep 

members in contact. It announced that if anyone could defeat Dr. Jack, the alliance 

would elect him or her to be the leader of the United Nations and everyone would 

follow his or her orders. Andy did not know why people had to defeat Dr. Jack. He 

thought it was good to live without computers and return to nature. He did not realize 

that people had become dependent on the use of high-technology and equipment such 

as computers and robots over more than 150 years. They could not live without 

computers or robots. They had all lost their basic living skills because they relied on 

computers. The only thing that Andy knew was, if no one could defeat Dr. Jack, the 

robots would destroy his village, or even the Earth. 

 

 Andy went back to the village and told Mr. Siu all he knew. Mr. Siu replied, “My 

Son, listen. We are humans and the Earth is our mother land. We must protect it. 

Although computers are clever, the human brain is much smarter. My Son, I know you 

are good at kung fu and shooting. Don’t be afraid of the robots, they are not as good as 

you in fighting.”  

 

Andy said, “Yes, Father. I will go to defeat Dr. Jack!” Then he asked the villagers, 

“Do some of you want to follow me?”  
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All of them shouted, “Yeah!!!” 

 

 The next day, Andy and his followers left the village. It was close to Beijing so 

they arrived after two days. There were no people left in Beijing except the villagers 

and millions of robots. Ten thousand robots rushed towards the villagers. Andy and his 

followers took out some bombs and threw them at the robots. The bombs exploded and 

the robots were blown up. By the next day, all robots had been destroyed by the brave 

villagers. 

 

Dr. Jack suddenly appeared. Andy ran towards him and took out his green beam 

sword. Dr. Jack also took out his pink beam sword. Their two beams clashed and 

generated sparks. Andy’s green beam was suppressed by Dr. Jack’s beam. When 

Andy’s body was about to be cut half, he crouched down and the beam crossed over his 

head. Andy suddenly stabbed the sword into Dr. Jack’s stomach. Dr. Jack fell on the 

ground, twitching for a few seconds and died. 

 

After that, Andy Siu’s name was well known around the world. He beat the drum 

of peace and he encouraged people not to rely on electronic equipment. Actually, here 

has not been any war on the Earth since Andy took office as leader of the United 

Nations. The Earth has returned to a peaceful state. 
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An Awful Fitness Centre 

Nathan Lai    4E 

_________________ 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

 

Re: Complaints on the staff, facilities, equipment and rooms 

 

I am writing on behalf of the members of Supreme Gym to complain about 

your unprofessional staff, unacceptable rooms, unhealthy food, defective equipment 

and facilities. 

 

The staff of your company were unacceptable. The attendant at the changing 

room was lazy and rude. When I asked him for clean towels, he answered me 

impolitely. His attitude was worse than a gangster. Also, his clothes were dirty. An 

attendant should not wear this kind of clothes. Besides the attendant, the instructor in 

the Aerobics class was poor, too. She was fat and unfit. And her clothes were untidy. 

Judging from her appearance, she did not look like an instructor. Also, the assistant in 

the snack bar did not look any better. He was very dirty as well. 

 

In the changing room, there was water on the floor. It was dirty and smelly, too. 

I could not change my clothes because the room was too shabby. I have never gone to 

such a terrible room. The Aerobics room was also terrible. It was untidy. Things like 

bags and coats, etc. were not put in the suitable place. All the things were left on the 

floor. Also, the snack bar was unacceptable. The table of the counter was dirty. A lot of 

rubbish and unfinished food were left on the table but no one cleaned them. 

 

There was poor equipment and unhealthy food in your fitness centre. First, 

there was no clean towel in the changing room. I have never seen a changing room 

without a clean towel. It is not sensible. Second, all the gym equipment was put on the 

floor. Third, the food in the snack bar was so fatty. It contained a lot of fat and sugar. It 

was not good for health. 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
129 

Oasis 

 

Besides the faulty equipment, the facilities were the worst I had ever seen. The 

lockers in the changing room were mostly broken. I could not use the locker to store 

things. It was so inconvenient. The CD player in the Aerobics class was also broken. It 

could not play music so I could not dance well. In the bar, there were broken chairs and 

tables. I could not sit down to have a snack. Also, all the dishes were dirty. How can I 

eat? 

 

To resolve the problem, I would appreciate if you would hire some new staff 

who dress in clean clothes and are polite. They must be kind and helpful. The instructor 

must be fit. 

 

About the unacceptable rooms, you should hire a cleaning service company to 

clean the floor and also the snack bar. You should also clean the Aerobics room after 

each lesson. 

 

About the defective equipment, you should clean the towels every day and buy 

more towels. In the Aerobics class, you should not leave the gym equipment on the 

floor. You should put it on the shelf. 

 

About the unhealthy food, you should change the catering company or change 

the menu of the bar. The new menu ought to be healthier and the food should contain 

less fat and sugar. 

 

Lastly, the facilities in changing room, aerobics room and snack bar should be 

repaired immediately. You should also buy some new lockers, CD players, chairs and 

tables. Besides, you must clean the dishes after the customers have left. 

 

If I do not receive your apologize and follow-up within a week, I will have no 

choice but to report to the Consumer Council. You can contact me at 23613672. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Nathan Lai 

Nathan Lai King Chi 
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“DEAR”, What We Should Do Each Day! 

Sunny Lai    4F 

_________________ 

 

Have you heard of the story Three Little Pigs or Emperor’s New Clothes before? 

These are short stories that everyone should know. The former one tells us that we 

should be prepared for everything and the latter tells us not to be arrogant. The stories 

are short but meaningful. They are streetlights for people who have got lost. Reading a 

short story may only take you ten minutes but it can affect your whole life. 

 

Reading is a shortcut of learning English. You can find new vocabulary and new 

ideas for writing. It can also improve your comprehension, spelling and grammar. 

According to the University of Hong Kong, people who read English books for 20 

minutes a day have a higher level of English proficiency than people who do not. It is 

also a good habit to jot down words and phrases in a notebook, and try to use them 

while writing. You will find them very useful. 

 

Reading short stories is also a neutralizer for heart. It is good for our mental health. 

It helps take our minds off our problems. A friend of mine got a serious disease when 

he was twenty and he had not been moving for two months. He was deeply depressed 

and disheartened. Fortunately, one of his friends gave him a book which was a 

collection of short stories. Having read the short stories, he began to feel calm and 

peaceful. Not for long, he was cured and could move freely. He said the short stories 

had encouraged him to live happily and think positively.  

 

If you have time, you can read novels such as Lord of the Rings or Da Vinci Code. 

However, if you are pressed for time, you may try short stories. Short stories are 

usually set in one place and focus on one incident so they are perfect for busy people. 

Thirty minutes of reading per day can help you relax. 

 

“DEAR”, stands for “Drop Everything And Read”. “DEAR” is what we should do 

each day and I hope that everyone can develop a reading habit and enjoy reading short 

stories.
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Restrictions on Food Import are Definitely 

Needed! 

Sigmund Au    4F 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

Nowadays, there have been growing complaints from restaurant owners and wine 

merchants that the comprehensive restrictions on food import are harming their 

business. They suggest that all restrictions on food import should be removed. I would 

like to raise objections against such proposition. 

 

First, restrictions on food import protect people’s health. Food items from 

contaminated sources or food of high-risk nature, like seafood and game, may contain 

harmful substances. After consuming them, people may suffer from food-borne 

illnesses. In serious cases, it may result in death. One example is the tainted milk 

scandal which broke out in China in 2008. It left thousands of the babies who had 

consumed the contaminated milk with abnormally big heads. Other examples include 

the detection of malachite green from fishes imported from China and Taiwan in 2005 

and the banning of beef products from countries with history of mad cow disease. 

These incidents show that a lot of countries have not been doing enough to ensure the 

safety of the food they produce and export. If we remove all restrictions on food import, 

such contaminated food items, which may bring devastating health effects to Hong 

Kong People, may be introduced into Hong Kong easily. 

 

Second, restrictions on food import may help avoid the introduction of some 

harmful pests into Hong Kong. Harmful pests, such as red fire ants, may leave painful 

and persistent irritating stings on humans and cause large-scale damage to electrical 

wires. Once such harmful pests are introduced into Hong Kong, it is very difficult to 
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eliminate them completely. The balance of our ecosystem may be upset and some food 

chains may be damaged. Hence, we should take every measure to avoid the 

introduction of them. 

 

Third, keeping the restrictions on food import prohibits the import of food items 

that are from endangered animals. Although the trading of endangered animals, such as 

tigers, crocodiles and black bears are illegal in most countries, there are high demands 

for some, especially for their body parts which are deemed to be the essential 

ingredients for certain precious drugs. Removing all restrictions on food import may 

stimulate the illegal trading and, in the end the hunting, of endangered animals, which 

is prohibited in order to maintain the diminishing biodiversity in the world. 

 

Some people believe that the restrictions on food import cause inconvenience to 

and increase the operation cost of the restaurant business since examination and 

inspection fees for the imported food are expensive. It is true that additional time and 

cost may be needed, but people’s health should be made a top priority. Moreover, it is 

too short-sighted to think that removing all restrictions on food import will boost the 

restaurant business because if the imported food items are not monitored by restrictions, 

people may start losing confidence in their safety and start to cook their own food 

through which at least they can ascertain that the cooking process is up to their hygiene 

standard. In the end, the restaurant business may suffer. 

 

All in all, we should not remove all restrictions on food import. Otherwise, 

devastating effects may be caused to Hong Kong people’s health and the natural 

environment of Hong Kong. Nothing, not even the possible benefits that can be 

brought to any industries, can offset the health risks brought to Hong Kong people. 

 

             Yours faithfully, 

             Jonathan Wong 

             Jonathan Wong 
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Mission Impossible 

Lam Ho Wang    4F 

_________________ 

 

Fascinated by the blue sky through their coach’s wide windows, the tourists felt 

blessed. It had always been impossible to glimpse such a beautiful sight where they 

came from – Hong Kong. Now they could savor it greedily – until Mendoza hopped on 

the coach with a machine gun. What a pity! 

 

“Hey fatty, wake up! Our leader has just ordered us to neutralize Mendoza and 

save the hostages! Get your big fat butt off your chair, switch off the television and 

move!” Brian shouted.  

 

I stretched my hands lazily and got up discontentedly. “It’s such a minor case. I 

don’t see the need to send us to the front to give such a strong helping hand.” I 

moaned. 

 

“Neither do I…” Brian sighed, “Anyway just get yourself armed buddy!”  

 

“Aye”, I said. I put on my bulletproof suit and helmet then took my pistol. Brian 

also took a neon light stick with him for illumination. 

 

We arrived the scene after thirty minutes. We hid, waiting for our leader’s orders. 

 

“Is everything alright boys?” asked our leader. 

 

“Yes!” we replied via our walkie-talkies. 

 

“Okay, let’s send him six feet under!”  

 

However, his order failed to light our ambitions because this kind of incident 

happened almost every day. We had already become numb to it. Suddenly, the coach 

moved – Mendoza wanted to escape. Four younger teammates shot out the tyres of the 

coach immediately so Mendoza would not be able to move unless he got off the coach. 
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“Good job!” I remarked. 

 

We approached the coach. Thanks to my gigantic tummy, I was left behind by 

most of my younger teammates. Gazing at their backs, I saw the energetic and 

ambitious me before. Time had taken away all my energy, muscles and ambition and 

unknowingly converted them to fat and laziness – how cruel! Anyway, it’s the young 

fellows’ era now. 

 

Back to reality, Brian swung a hammer and hit the window – hoping it would 

break at once. Nonetheless, it was only damaged, not broken. We tried harder and 

harder, and got more and more puzzled. How could a window made of glass be that 

strong? Was there a ghost living on the bus? Filled with fear, my legs lost all their 

strength and I fell to the ground. Oh my God! Darkness swallowed the sky and I felt 

abandoned by destiny, fearing I would eventually become a delicious meal for the dark 

spirits…. Thinking of this, my teeth couldn’t stop chattering…. I forced myself to calm 

down and wondered what to do next. However, fear had taken control of my brain and 

I didn’t know what to do. 

 

“Try to break the door, you idiots!” shouted our leader. 

 

Receiving his command at this time was like someone shining a beam of light in 

the darkness. So Brian swung the hammer again and hit the door – successfully making 

a hole! We tried to force it open, but failed. We tried again with the rope. Sadly we 

failed again. I could hear the cracked Mendoza roaring with anger….  

 

“God! Please save me! I am not a bad guy, please protect me from being harmed 

by the ghosts living in the door and windows of the coach…” I prayed with my eyes 

closed. 

 

“Hey fatty! We have finally found a way to enter the bus! Come on!” 

 

Someone screamed. They had opened the backdoor of the coach. How clever! But 

wait – why were they surrounding the coach doing nothing? After an instant, I got the 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
135 

Oasis 

answer from their cunning faces. 

 

“Not me! I’m even heavier than the coach itself! “I shouted. 

 

“ You have no choice,” came the glacial reply, “now get inside!” 

 

“Don’t worry!” Brian lent me a comforting hand, “I’ll go with you!” he exclaimed. 

This is what friends are for! 

 

I bravely made my way to the back door of the coach. Suddenly, I felt something 

cold pushing my back. I turned around and saw it was Brian’s gun! 

 

“Are you mad? “ I shouted. 

 

“Nothing is more precious than life, including friendship. Now move, Pal!” 

 

I was furious – so this is what friends are really for! However, faced by cruel 

reality, my anger turned to few. 

 

“At least you should give me your neon light stick….”I begged. 

 

“Shut up and move or I’ll shoot!” shouted the cold-blooded Brian. 

 

Not being able to revolt, I climbed inside the coach. It was completely dark and 

blood was everywhere. I could hear the dying hostages moan with anguish. My jaws 

dropped – this place was worse than Hell! Mendoza turned around unexpectedly like a 

cold-blooded killer and shot my head! Fortunately, my helmet saved me. I jumped off 

the bus just in time. I collapsed. I couldn’t do anything except lie on the ground. My 

limbs didn’t seem to belong to me anymore. I could only hear gunshots, breathe 

nothing but the stench of blood, and see nothing but death – after a second, I was left 

unconscious. 

 

My arrogance about being a member of the police force suddenly vanished. I had 

always overestimated our force’s ability. Lacking assaulting experience, professional 

weapons, effective commands and team spirit, there was no way we could defeat a 

demon with an M16. Please stop pointing your finger at me! 



 
 
 

 
136

Oasis 

 

Lesson Learnt on April Fools’ Day 

David Cheng    4F 

_________________ 

 

Dear John, 

 

 How are you today? I’m happy to hear that you were the champion in the 

swimming gala. How’s your father? Is he still feeling unwell? I’m worried about him. 

 

 Now I want to share a regretful experience with you. 

 

 Last week, I went to school normally, while I went back to my seat, I heard a lot 

of students murmuring. Suddenly, I discovered that it was April Fools’ Day! Then we 

started discussing how to play a trick on our class teacher, who always punishes us and 

gives us plenty of homework every day! We were very excited because we knew this 

was the day of REVENGE! 

 

 First, we put a water bottle on the door. Then we put some tacks on the teacher’s 

seat. Our emotion was boiled over! After that, the bell rang. We calmed ourselves down 

and pretended that nothing had happened. 

 

 Soon, we heard some footsteps; we knew that he was coming! We held our breath. 

‘SPLASH!” The sound broke the silence; we saw a man soaked from head to feet. That 

was our class teacher! But we refrained from laughing. We saw his face turn red. He 

banged the door and sat on the chair! The long-anticipated scream of pain went, 

‘Ouch!’ We couldn’t hold it anymore. The long-suppressed emotion boomed out! We 

laughed as loudly as we could. Some of us laughed so hard that we cried. We saw our 

class teacher trembling with anger. He put one hand on his bottom and rushed out of 

the classroom. 
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The next day, we were told that our class teacher didn’t come to school due to 

his illness. We felt regretful and sorry at last. When our teacher finally returned school, 

he didn’t punish us but only dismissed with a smile. He had forgiven us! 

 

 This event’s life changing for me for I’ve learnt not to make fun of others. 

 

 What did you do on April Fools’ Day? I hope you didn’t do such a foolish thing 

like me. Please write soon. 

 

Love, 

David 
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Should Small-class Teaching be Implemented in 

Hong Kong Secondary Schools? 
Calvin Chow 4D 

Kevin Lee 4D 

Carmen Hui 4E 

Stephanie Li 4E 

_________________ 

 

Introduction 

 

A teaching class having 25 or fewer students can be said to be a small class. 

 

Due to the drop in birth rate in recent years, many schools are being forced to 

reduce classes and the number of teachers or even close down. It is said that 

small-class teaching policy can enhance the quality of teaching and solve such 

problems as some schools not being able to take in enough students and mitigate the 

high pressure put on teachers. 

 

Hong Kong has been pondering the policy of small-class teaching for many years 

with the support of many students and parents. However, the Government has not yet 

carried out the small-class teaching policy. Small-class teaching is now mostly 

available in private schools and DSS schools. In addition, some subsidized primary 

schools have begun to carry out small-class teaching.  

 

“Hong Kong could achieve small-class teaching by 2014,” the Education Bureau 

claimed. 

 

Last month, Education Secretary Michael Suen Ming-yeung said that the bureau 

would plan ahead to avoid education resources being misallocated. He said the average 

cost for each student per year will almost double, from the present HK$42,000 to about 
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HK$80,000 by 2016, and proposed a Voluntary Optimization of Class Structure 

Scheme which could alleviate enrollment pressure in some schools. Moreover, Mr. 

Suen claimed that there was no plan to implement small-class teaching in secondary 

schools, as it involved substantial resources that must be carefully balanced. Also, he 

added that small classes would not guarantee an improvement in teaching quality. 

 

Nevertheless, the Federation of Education Workers Chairman Wong Kwan-yu 

said his group, along with eight other educational organizations, would continue to 

press their demands for small-class teaching. 

 

The effectiveness of small-class teaching is debatable. We are going to look into 

this problem and find out whether small-class teaching can effectively raise teaching 

and learning quality. 

 

Main Body 

 

Although the Education Bureau has advocated small-class teaching, different 

sectors and groups have different perspectives. In order to gather those opinions, our 

team interviewed relevant stakeholders and obtained information from some additional 

sources. The following are the ideas and information we collected from the 

interviewees and the media:  

 

Due to the recent decrease in Hong Kong’s birth rate, fewer children are now 

entering schools. The Hong Kong Professional Teachers’ Union (HKPTU) estimated 

that the number of Form 1 students will drop 30% in the coming 7 years. Therefore, 

610 Form 1 classes will be cut and about 144 secondary schools will be affected. To 

tackle certain problems, the government has advocated small-class teaching which 

aims to maintain schools with fewer students.  

 

The HKPTU and the Hong Kong Institute of Family Education invited parents, 
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teachers and principals to participate in some research. According to the result, 80% of 

the parents approved of implementing small-class teaching in schools, as teachers are 

able to take better care of the students, while 99.6% of teachers and principals have the 

same idea as the parents. Despite the fact that most stakeholders seem to agree with 

this plan, there are some problems.  

 

Firstly, it will require more resources and expenditure on education will rise. The 

authorities estimate that the educational cost of each student will rise from about 

$40,000 to 80,000. British scholars have been observing some local primary schools 

which are implementing small-class teaching. They found that although the 

government had invested a billion dollars in this, the effectiveness wasn’t obvious.  

 

Secondly, there will be a surplus of teachers at schools. As a result, some may be 

laid off. Since there are fewer students, the workload of each teacher decreases 

correspondingly. Nevertheless, some schools may lay off teachers because the work 

can be done by fewer people. They will become jobless. Although the Educational 

Bureau has set aside 520 million dollars to fund the “Early Retirement Scheme”, it has 

only attracted approximately 700 teachers. 

 

There is more than one reason why most teachers and principals agree with 

implementing small-class teaching. Undoubtedly, teachers will be able to manage and 

care for students individually due to the decrease in the number of students per class. 

Previously, each class was required to have at least 30 students. However, if small-class 

teaching really happens, each class will have no more than 20 students.  

 

The Vice-Principal of Pui Ching Primary School, Mr. Lee Keung Kwong, said that 

the number of students per class has dropped from 40 to 32. Due to this reduction, the 

ratio of students to teachers has also decreased correspondingly. He agreed with the 

policy as it has a lot of advantages. More attention can be given to students as teachers 

will have more time and energy to focus on their needs. Teachers will not only be able 

to care for their personal development, but also their learning and academic results. As 
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a result, the disparity in academic achievement can be reduced. Moreover, it will be 

easier for teachers to know more about their students and give individual support.  

 

According to the findings, small-class teaching is more suitable nowadays. 

Society is continually changing. A person’s abilities (e.g. communication and 

presentation skills) are considered more important than their curriculum vitae. 

Therefore, the syllabus has changed to reflect this. Teachers no longer play the major 

role in lessons. Small-class teaching can provide more chances for students to express 

their own opinions. With fewer students in the classroom, participants have more time 

to speak up while the others can listen to different perspectives. Presentation and 

listening skills can be better developed under this plan, so as to enhance students’ 

critical thinking. As the number of students decreases, teachers can provide more 

interactive activities, for example, group discussions, presentations, etc. It wouldn’t be 

possible to let all groups present their work if there were too many students.  

 

Indirectly, this can enhance the quality of teachers. As we have already mentioned, 

some teachers will be laid off since there will be a surplus at each school. In order to 

keep their jobs, teachers will definitely make more effort to help students or to show 

their abilities. It also forces teachers to enhance their skills through training. Teachers 

will probably have a lighter workload under the new policy. Thus, it gives them time to 

join some training courses. Since unqualified teachers will be removed, it also ensures 

each school has the best teachers.  

 

It has become a hot topic recently as to whether small-class teaching will be 

effective in raising the teaching and learning standards in classrooms. We agree that 

this policy will increase education expenditure however, based on the potential benefits 

to students and teachers, we think that it is worth considering the implementation of 

small-class teaching in schools. To achieve better results, we suggest the government 

allocate more resources for education in the future. 
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An Extract from a Project on “Small-class 

Teaching” 
Evelyn Chan 4B 

Joshua Kwok 4B 

Candace Leung 4C 

Phoenix Wong 4C 

Kayleen Fan 4F 

_________________ 

 

Introduction 

 

In the early years in Hong Kong, the birth rate and population were high and the 

Government launched policies that emphasized the quantity rather than the quality of 

education. 

 

Nevertheless, due to the improvement of the society and technology, people now 

care more about the quality of education. Also, the birth rate has been dropping in 

recent years and the supply of school places exceeds its demand. As a result, the idea of 

small-class teaching was brought up.  

 

However, the government has not carried out this policy formally. Meanwhile, 

schools have been shut down one by one. The action provokes the dissatisfaction 

among students, parents and teachers. 

 

In this report, we will analyse the advantages and the disadvantages of this policy 

to see why the Government refuses to execute it and why people think it can raise the 

quality of education. In addition, we have interviewed our teachers, schoolmates and 

parents who are affected by this policy in order to understand the points of view of 

different people from various backgrounds. Accordingly, we have made some specific 

suggestions concerning the present situation. 
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Advantages of small class-teaching (For teachers) 

 

1. Reduce the time in managing classroom discipline and free up more time for 

teaching 

From a survey, it shows that many teachers need to spend a lot of time on 

conventional practice, such as ticking attendance, collecting assignments, and keeping 

the order of the class, etc. Small-class teaching can let teachers have more time on 

conducting other learning activities, such as group discussion, role-playing, etc. 

 

2. Increase student counseling 

In small-class teaching, teachers can take care of those students who cannot learn 

as easily and fast as the others. It can also encourage students to answer questions in 

class, because as the number of students in class has decreased, students may be braver 

to answer. Moreover, the chance of answering questions will also increase. Small-class 

teaching brings more interaction in class. Students can be more engaged. 

 

3. Lessen the workload of teachers 

Teachers are more easily exhausted when teaching in a class of 40 than of 30. 

For a smaller class, the time needed for marking homework can be reduced. Therefore, 

teachers can mark it more precisely. For instance, teachers can write more comments 

and suggestions when marking the compositions. Students will do their homework 

more diligently and with more effort. Besides teaching, teachers need time to build a 

relationship with their students. Having good communication with students is very 

important. When students have a good relationship with teachers, they will become 

more cooperative in class.  

 

4. Reduce the pressure of teachers and increase their job satisfaction 

Nowadays, teachers are under pressure. From many surveys, most teachers 

pointed out that small-class teaching is the best way to reduce their pressure. In 

small-class teaching, teachers can face fewer students. Then, they can handle the class 

in terms of teaching and management more skillfully and efficiently. These can in turn 
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increase their job satisfaction.  

 

Disadvantages of small-class teaching (For teachers) 

 

1. Teachers need to learn how to teach in a small class 

In a big class, teachers need much time to handle class discipline. Teachers 

seldom encourage students to bring up or answer questions, because they do not have 

enough time. The conventional old practice is that students are given many quizzes, 

dictations, and homework. In a small class, teachers and students have more 

opportunities to interact with each other. This will grant students more chance to 

discuss and think. Yet, at the same time, teachers need to be equipped with relevant 

skills. 

 

2. To have an exactly opposite effect 

The workloads of teachers may increase, because they need to take care of every 

student. Teachers need to spend more time on each student. They need to care about 

their studies, discipline, conduct, etc. Teachers need to spend more time on 

communicating with them and their parents. 

 

It will be the first time to carry out small-class teaching in Hong Kong. No one 

knows exactly how the result and effect will be. Therefore the students will become the 

sampling of this system. Many people will comment and criticize it. 

 

Advantages of small class-teaching (For students) 

 

1. More interactions between teachers and students 

If students study in a class of twenty-five to thirty students instead of forty 

students, they can probably have more chances to express their ideas and to participate 
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more in discussions or activities. That’s very true for a student in a class of forty who 

cannot participate enough in the class. He / She may even read comics under the desk 

and teachers do not always notice. Yet, if this happens in a small class, the teachers can 

notice it on the spot and ask the shy, silent, and inattentive student to express opinions 

or answer questions.  

 

2. Help students build up thinking skills 

Since there will be extra time left in the lessons, teachers can let students think 

and discuss the problems or questions with their classmates before writing down the 

answers or just copying the model answers. 

 

3. Relationships among students can be improved 

Students will be more familiar with one another within a small class so this 

prompts them to help each other on different matters. It will probably better the 

academic results of students and bring more harmony among students. 

[…] 

 

Conclusion 

 

The education system in Hong Kong now is what we call large-class teaching. 

The Government cares more about the learning quantity than the quality. Therefore, we 

have more than 30 students in a class. Teachers need to face a large group of students, 

so they cannot actually take care of every student in the class.  

 

Hong Kong students may lack the development of creativity and the ability of 

solving problems actively, etc. under these old practices. Most of them lose interest in 

learning. How can we make improvement? We think that small-class teaching is the 
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most efficient way. 

 

The aim of small-class teaching is to encourage students in four aspects: to enjoy 

learning, to develop communication skills, to build up their originality and to take 

responsibility. These skills are very difficult to be learnt in a big class. What students 

know is to recite everything and to prepare for the examinations. In fact, we don’t need 

any reciting machines to work for the society. What the society needs is someone who 

is nimble and flexible. Under the small-class teaching, students can get more than from 

the textbooks.  

 

Besides students, teachers can also benefit under this system. Teaching quality can 

be improved and pressure can be lessened. The workload of teachers can also be 

reduced. […] Small-class teaching has perpetual influence on students which can’t be 

replaced by other teaching methods, as small-class teaching can make the mode of 

teaching become all-rounded. 
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A Night in a Department Store 

Symantha Lui    5A 

_________________ 

 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, the department store will close in five minutes’ time. Thank 

you for shopping here and we hope to see you again.’ 

 

‘Five minutes left only, be quick! Matilda said.  

 

‘Okay, but I want to go to the washroom! Please!’ Ben said. 

 

‘Hurry up then!’ I shouted. 

 

When we came out of the washroom, there was nobody in the department store. The 

doors had been locked and we could not leave the store.  

 

‘Woo…daddy, mummy… what should we do now?’ Matilda said and began to cry. 

 

‘Calm down, Matilda! I’m here! Don’t worry!’ I said. 

 

‘Ha, ha, it is really interesting!’ Ben was laughing happily. Then, he turned around 

and saw three dummies. He tried to touch one of the dummies. 

 

‘Hey! Can’t you read the sign ‘Don’t touch the dummies’?’ I asked. 

 

Ben did not answer but screamed loudly, ‘But the dummies are touching me!’ 

 

We saw that all the dummies started to move. We could not believe our eyes and 

Matilda and Ben kept screaming. I was dumbfounded for a moment and yelled at them, 

‘Run!’ 

 

We ran away immediately and arrived at the toy section. We thought we would be 

safe. All of a sudden, I heard some strange sounds. I looked around and discovered that 
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a toy tank was firing at me. I cried aloud and then many other toys such as toy cars, 

planes and even Batman figures surrounded me.  

 

‘My goodness! We are in the ‘Toy Story’!’ Ben shouted. 

  

Matilda saw an escalator and we all dashed downstairs immediately. 

 

We arrived at the Art section. It was a very quiet place. 

 

‘ Maybe we can take a rest here,’ suggested Matilda. 

 

While we were discussing what to do next, I heard some sounds behind me. I turned 

around and saw a knight on a horse jump out from a painting. We were stunned. Worst 

of all, we found that he was racing towards us. We all felt frightened, but what we 

could do was only to run and escape.  

 

‘Where are we?’ Matilda asked breathlessly. 

 

No one could answer her. 

 

‘B-O-O-K-S! We are in the book section!’ Ben shouted. 

 

We thought we were finally safe but then we saw the books flying out from the 

bookshelves. I was hit by a book in the head and felt dizzy. I passed out eventually. 

 

When I opened my eyes, a salesman was talking to me. ‘Our department store will 

close in one minute. You must leave now,’ he said politely. 

 

Ben came out from the washroom and said, ‘Sorry! We are leaving now.’  

 

‘Are you okay? You look terrible!’ Matilda studied my face. 

 

‘ I just had a terrible dream.’ I mumbled. 

 

When I left the department store, I saw a dummy staring at me. Was it really a 

dream? 
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I Amnesia 

Kelvin Wan    5B 

_________________ 

 

One day, when I woke up, I discovered that I was surrounded by a group of 

beggars. When they saw me with my eyes open, they started pulling my hands and then 

pointed towards the window, while talking to me in a language I did not know, and 

which sounded like gibberish to me. They continued yanking my arms and pointing 

towards the window. I realised that they wanted me to take a look at the outside. I got 

up from the ragged mattress I was lying on and started walking towards the window. 

My limbs were powerless in an abnormal way. I leaned onto the windowsill and looked. 

The scene was terrifying – tanks were rumbling down the streets below, people were 

all desperately trying to get as far away from the tanks as they could. 

 

I asked the beggars what on earth was going on. Yet, they seemed to be scared by 

my words. They moved around hysterically and yelled strange phrases at the top of 

their voices. One of the beggars pointed at me and pointed at his head. I showed no 

signs of understanding. Then, he pointed at me again, displaying the “what?” gesture. 

He was trying to ask who I was. Well, that was a great question – “Who am I?” I did 

not have the slightest idea. I did know who I was or where I was. I had become an 

amnesiac! 

 

I asked the beggars to take me to the streets to see what was going on. I followed 

them down the stairs, through the building which was once an office building. As soon 

as I stepped out of the building, I was too stunned to make any comments. The only 

things I saw were rubble after rubble, and refugees scavenging for food. Desperate to 

unlock the secret of my past, I tried to look for someone who could speak English. I 

finally met an old man who spoke a little English. I asked him what was going on. He 

told me that this country was in the middle of a war with another country, which he 

referred to as the “evil country”. The war started with the evil country’s invasion of her 

neighbouring countries, including the country we were in right now. There was a 

horrible rumour, which was evidently true, about the evil country’s army raiding rural 
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villages in order to capture defenseless men as test subjects in their inhuman scientific 

research. The more I heard, the more furious I got. This savage act was not to be 

tolerated in a modern civilised world. I tried my best to hold back my anger, and asked 

the old man whether he knew what had happened to me. He told me that I was found 

unconscious near the entrance of the town, so the group of beggars saved me and took 

me to the shelter in the destroyed office building. I thanked the old man, and the 

beggars as well. Even though they did not understand the words, they welcomed my 

signs of gratefulness. 

 

In the following few days, I could not help picturing poor men used in 

experiments to develop all forms of torture and interrogation, which were all capable of 

destroying a man’s sanity. I could not stand any longer. I proposed to join the nation’s 

resistance force of “my country” and paid revenge to those cold-blooded monsters. Via 

the old man, I explained to the beggars about my intention. To my surprise, they were 

all willing to follow me, and there were also numerous refugees who chose to join us. 

On the very same day, we left the town for the recruitment station with nothing but 

ourselves and the hearts of patriots, ignoring the fact that we might never come back to 

this town. Even if we did, we would probably be in caskets. In the end, we made it to 

the center and became members of the infantry.  

 

The details of the war could be neglected. The people of “my country” united 

together to form an impenetrable defense line. We fought without any worries of death; 

every one of us could sacrifice one’s life without any second thought. That was the 

reason why we emerged victorious, after years of resistance. Tens of thousands of my 

comrades gave their lives away to earn this celebrated victory and defend our 

homeland. I was awarded a medal of honour, for saving the life of a lieutenant in the 

last decisive battle. I was also given a large house and a car. 

 

Another few years had passed, I got married and had a wonderful family. While 

living this normal and serene life, the question that had not come out of my mind 

resurfaced again – “Who am I?” I hated being praised as a hero without knowing what 

my real identity was. I did not sleep for days and nights, giving my best to trace my 

steps. But my effort was totally in vain. With the help from a journalist friend, I was 
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able to make a public announcement in the newspaper, urging people who knew me 

from all over the world to come forward and tell me about my mysterious past, also 

promising that they would be rewarded. 

 

Three days later, I received an anonymous parcel. I reckoned that this parcel 

contained information about myself. I took a deep breath, then opened it with my 

trembling hands. In the parcel, there were stacks of documents, some photos and a 

letter. I reached for the photos; there was one of me taking a photo with five men 

dressed in laboratory cloaks and the other one of me conducting an experiment. These 

photos puzzled me in the greatest possible way. Then I flipped to the last photo – it was 

me injecting a certain kind of substance into a little boy’s arm while he was screaming 

in agony. I dropped the photos, and my mind went blank. I scrambled for the letter. It 

was from “a former friend of mine back in the days when were working together in the 

lab”. In the letter, he told me the most shocking story I had ever heard of – the story of 

my life. I was once a top scientist of the “evil country”, and I was hired to do research 

for the government, including those which required humans as guinea pigs. But soon, 

my conscience stopped me from doing so. I decided to abort all the projects. However, 

still being eager to look for the limits of the human body, and thus employ relevant 

technologies to break down enemies, the head of our department ordered my fellow 

workers to eliminate me, as I knew too much. But before that, they had injected a drug 

that caused amnesia into my veins and made me unconscious, preventing me from 

leaking their dirty little secrets. Out of our friendship, my colleague, who was 

responsible for the procedures and the disposal of my body, secretly drove me out of 

the country and took me to a neighbouring country. He laid me in front of a town near 

the border, which explained why I was found in my current homeland, with all my 

memories gone. I collapsed to the floor, suffocated by a mixed feeling of regret and 

sorrow. I was devastated, for being a hypocrite for all these years without knowing it. I 

was a guilty murderer. 

 

After all, life might be better if some mysteries were left unresolved. I guessed 

what Jack Nicholson said in the movie was right – “You can’t handle the truth!” 
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A Great Adventure 

Jessie Wong    5B 

_________________ 

 

One evening, my friend, Alice, suggested hiding in a large department store and 

staying there overnight. This idea seemed interesting so I agreed with her. We - Alice, 

Amy and I hid inside a department store. At that moment, we did not realize how 

exciting this ‘adventure’ would be. 

 

    We hid inside a wardrobe in the fashion department. When all lights went out, we 

got out of the wardrobe. We were very excited and started talking about what to do. 

Suddenly, the lights were on again. Then I heard a strange voice shouting loudly, 

‘Welcome to my castle, warrior and your friends!’ 

 

‘Oh no! Do you think we have been discovered by the people working here?’ 

Alice asked in fear. 

 

Before I could answer her question, I was shocked by the moving dummies. The 

dummies in the fashion department were walking towards me.  

 

‘Warrior! Warrior!’ they seemed offended. 

 

I tried to flee but they were still following me.  

 

‘Be careful, Chris!’ Amy cried. She picked up a big banner from the ground and 

used it to attack the dummies. All the dummies fell down. 

 

‘They wanted to attack you. We must leave immediately!’ Amy grabbed my hand 

and we ran for our lives without a second thought. 

 

We then arrived at the book section, where I heard the weird voice again. 

 

‘You defeated my dummies! Well done, you are the best warrior I have ever seen!’  

 

After that, books flew out from the bookshelves, aiming at us. We wanted to leave 

but unfortunately the door was locked. We were very frightened at that time. 
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Meanwhile, Alice asked me to stand in front of the door. As expected, the books flew 

relentlessly towards me. Of course, I dodged to avoid the books and they banged and 

knocked down the door.  

 

‘Yeah!’ we cheered. 

 

Then we left immediately and reached the toy section. We thought we were secure 

here and talked about how to escape. However, before we could discuss anything, the 

toys attacked us. The toy planes, tanks and figures all charged us and Alice got hit 

seriously. I was really furious as this was not a joke anymore. I shouted with great 

anger, ‘ Who are you?’ 

 

‘You don’t know who I am?’ the voice replied surprisingly, ‘Fine, I allow you to 

see me.’  

 

All of a sudden, a hole appeared on the floor and I was sucked into it. I found that 

I was in a room with lots of paintings. I thought it was a gallery. 

 

‘Welcome to the last stage, my warrior. I’m the King of Devils!’ said the strange 

voice. A knight riding a horse jumped out from one of the paintings. He looked strong 

and fierce.  

 

‘Why did you attack me?’ I asked courageously.  

 

‘Why? Don’t you come here to defeat me?’ asked the knight. 

 

I could not believe what I heard so I said, ‘Sorry, I’m not a warrior. I just want to 

stay in a department store for a night to have some fun.’  

 

He looked disappointed. ‘Then, go and look for your friends! They are waiting for 

you!’ he had lost all his interest. 

 

Then I passed out. When I regained my consciousness, I found myself in the car 

park of the department store. I saw Amy and Alice and I told them what had just 

happened.  

 

I will never forget this unusual but thrilling adventure.  
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Choosing Sports Over Computer Games 

Quella Yip    5B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

I would like to draw readers’ attention to the importance of spending less time 

playing computer games and more time playing sports. There is a growing tendency 

that students prefer to play computer games in their free time rather than do sports. 

This alarming trend should not continue due to the following reasons.  

 

There are many reasons why students should spend less time playing computer 

games, and the most obvious one is that it is detrimental to their health both physically 

and mentally. Nowadays, many students do not have self-control. They spend many 

hours or even days sitting in front of the computer without eating or taking any breaks. 

This will definitely affect the health of their eyes, neck and waist. Students may also 

feel sleepy in class and cannot concentrate on their work. Moreover, if they are 

exposed to the unreal world which may contain violence and sex for a long time, this 

will affect their mental development, possibly making them more aggressive. As far as 

health is concerned, playing more sports can help students keep fit and maintain a 

healthy body. Several studies have shown that people who play sports regularly are less 

likely to get serious illnesses such as breast cancer and osteoporosis. 

 

 Secondly, playing sports can help students boost their confidence. Students can 

build up their confidence by competing with others when playing sports. They learn 

that they need to practice in order to improve their skills or even achieve their goals 

such as winning in competitions. This process can help them improve their confidence 

as they can learn the importance to keep trying. They wil not lose their confidence 

easily and learn the spirit of sportsmanship.  
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 Thirdly, playing sports can help students reduce pressure. Studies have shown 

that playing sports can help our bodies produce a chemical called endorphin which can 

make one feel happier. Also, students will feel happier when they are playing with their 

friends as many sports are played by two or more players. On the contrary, most 

computer games require students to keep upgrading their levels. This may increase 

their pressure if they cannot keep up their levels. Besides, students usually play 

computer games alone, they barely have anyone to communicate with when they are 

under pressure. 

 

 Apparently, playing sports is more beneficial than playing computer games. I 

hope readers will know what to choose during their leisure time. 

 

            Yours faithfully, 

                 Chris Wong 

             Chris Wong 
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Traveling Back to the Qin Dynasty 

Billy Tong    5B 

_________________ 

 

I am a special agent of a secret intelligence organization which is responsible for 

supplying the Chinese Government with all kinds of information. In the Organization, 

people call me Kent. One day, the Organization assigned me a very challenging and 

exciting mission. They asked me to go back to the Qin Dynasty and stop Qin Shihuang, 

the first emperor that unified ancient China, from burning most previously existing 

books. According to history, he ordered most books to be burned, with exception of 

books on astrology, agriculture, medicine and history of Qin, to avoid scholars’ 

comparison of his reign with the past. However, such books were invaluable 

intellectual legacy. Most historians believed that the destruction of such precious 

records had severely undermined the competitiveness and advancement of ancient 

China.  

 

As ordered, I was put into the time machine heading to the Qin Dynasty. “Three, 

two, one,” the count down faded and, suddenly, I found that I was in midair falling into 

a lake. At the same time, the time machine disappeared. When I was struggling for the 

water surface and fresh air, a man jumped into the lake and swam towards me. He 

pulled me out of the water and removed my heavy protective clothing that nearly 

drowned me. I was grateful to him for all he had done to save my life. He told me that 

he was called Tang, a government official of Qin Dynasty. I told him my purpose of 

traveling back to the Qin Dynasty from 2010. Without a second thought, he believed 

my story and offered to help me because he also opposed Qin Shihuang’s decision to 

burn the books.  

 

The next day, Tang brought me to see Qin Shihuang. I told Qin Shihuang about 

“the future”. He was fascinated and intrigued by the equipment that I showed him. He 
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was interested to hear more about “the future,” so he invited me to stay at one of the 

residences in the palace. He also offered me a post at the court. I accepted it 

delightfully. However, I was deeply troubled when I heard that my first duty was to 

oversee the burning of the books and hold the opening ceremony of the burning. “Oh! 

My God!” I screamed in my heart. I was dumbstruck and confused. “What shall I do?” 

I asked myself.  

 

The night before the ceremony, I threw a feast for all soldiers and officials 

involved in the ceremony at my residence. When everybody was drunk, I left my 

residence through the back doors and secretly moved all the books from the site to 

Tang’s house. Nobody could imagine such tremendous number books could be 

relocated and hidden in such a short period of time, because they had no idea of what a 

special agent from a future intelligence organization could do with his highly advanced 

tools. I went back to the site of the opening ceremony and burnt some clothes instead. 

When the soldiers woke up the following afternoon, I told them the burning had been 

completed and I would keep the secret that they had overslept and skipped their duty. 

 

One week later, I heard that Qin Shihuang had discovered my trick. “Why?” I 

wondered in fright. I was frightened. I could do nothing, but ask Tang to help me 

because he was the only person who knew my true identity. However, there was 

nobody in his residence. I broke into his bedroom and found the draft of a letter lying 

on his desk. It was addressed to Qin Shihuang. I skimmed through it quickly and was 

shocked to find that I had been set up. Tang had betrayed me and worked behind my 

back. He told Qin Shihuang my plan to fake the burning of the books. “It is Tang. Tang 

is the informant.” I murmured. I was overwhelmed by anger. The only thing I wanted 

to do was to hunt down Tang, the traitor. Before I managed to leave Tang’s residence, I 

was caught by the men sent by Qin Shihuang.  

 

I was thrown into a death row, the prison for prisoners awaiting execution. I was 

heavily chained. This prison was simply unbreakable. It was built with huge stones and 
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guarded by numerous soldiers.  

 

Two days later, four soldiers came and drag me out. Qin Shihuang had ordered my 

head to be chopped off. “I don’t want to die,” I yelled. When the execution was about 

to take place, suddenly, a lightning bolt blinded the executioner and soldiers 

temporarily. My colleagues from the Organization had sent the time machine to take 

me back to 2010. If the time machine had not arrived in time, I would have died in the 

Qin Dynasty. 

 

My colleagues who monitored my mission found that I was in a life-threatened 

situation, so they took me back to 2010 immediately. Moreover, they knew that I had 

completed my mission already because a lot of ancient Chinese books were discovered 

in 2000 at the remains of Tang’s house, which has been preserved as a historic site ever 

since.  

 

This is one of the most unforgettable missions in my professional life. I found that 

the first thing all special agents should learn is not how to use the high-tech devices 

developed by the Organization, but to use our own intelligence to decide who to trust. 

When someone or something is too good to be true, we should stay alert. We should 

not trust a complete stranger too easily. 
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Alleviation of Aggravated Wealth Disparity 

Isabella Yu    5C 

_________________ 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

 Honoured as the Pearl of the Orient, both talent and advanced technology have 

helped to boost Hong Kong’s economic development. However, our society is now 

facing great wealth disparity. The Gini Coefficient of Hong Kong in 2009 reached 0.53, 

unveiling severe aggravation to the widening income gap. What does this imply? It 

indicates that the privileged are becoming wealthier while the poor are struggling to 

maintain even basic expenditure. Therefore, in my opinion, the Hong Kong 

government should make every effort to formulate policies and measures to combat the 

widening wealth disparity gap. 

 

 Under recent economic restructuring Hong Kong has become a knowledge-based 

economy, which acquires professionals capable of innovation and professionalism. 

People with specific skills and knowledge form the middle class in Hong Kong. When 

these top-notch people from the middle class scramble for housing, it simultaneously 

boosts the development of property as well as banking and law. These industries 

require people with professional skills and knowledge. Unfortunately this leads to 

unemployment among low-skilled workers, forcing them into a dilemma and sparking 

indignant sentiments in the general public. Since low-skilled workers are not able to 

fulfill the market’s needs, they must look for positions which require lower-skills and 

are forced to accept a lower salary. How can these non-professional workers find more 

lucrative jobs and avoid destitution? 

 

 Hong Kong’s ageing population is another major factor resulting in wealth 

disparity. According to statistics compiled by the Hong Kong Consensus and Statistics 



 
 
 

 
160

Oasis 

Department, there has been a further increase in the over 65 age group which suffers 

from poverty. The percentage rose from 26.3% in 2001 to 33.1% in 2008. Why has this 

phenomenon appeared among the elderly? Since the majority of the elderly are retirees 

with no source of income, they can only rely on their savings and may have to dwell in 

poverty. While struggling for life, the elderly have to face physical deterioration. 

Illness stems from people’s low resistance and as a result the elderly often have to visit 

doctors. With a rapid increase in the cost of living and the potential burden of medical 

fees, their quality of life is likely to be affected. Though the government has enforced 

policies such as the Old Age Allowance or CSSA scheme, such minor funds are 

inadequate in helping the elderly who are locked in poverty to improve their lot. 

Accordingly, it has become a common sight to see the aged picking up cans and 

newspapers in the street during chill weather. 

 

 Undoubtedly, there has been some collusion between the affluent and the 

government to swamp the poor with skyrocketing living expenditure. The government 

is inclined to favour the syndicates, since they can wield power over consumable 

necessities and housing. Their attempt to earn more profit disposes monopolies to set 

goods at unreasonable prices. For these reasons, needy families are not able to burden 

the high costs of basic needs. As a result, polarization between the affluent and the 

poor has been exacerbating. An urge is resonating from society for prudent measures to 

be adopted by the Hong Kong government to combat poverty. 

 

 For immediate results, the government should take a prominent role in offering a 

helping hand to the poor and the unskilled. Relaxing restrictions on disregarded 

earnings under the CSSA Scheme would be feasible in a bid to provide the poor with 

subsidies. Thus, more needy people would be able to apply for assistance from the 

government and more people would be entitled to receive funding. Loosening 

restrictions on government subsidies will definitely provide the underprivileged with 

tangible improvements in life. 
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 Short term measures could alleviate the burden of the poor in certain areas. Law 

enforcement can be put into practice so as to avoid collusion between the government 

and business. Providing retraining courses would be of critical importance. Acquiring 

more skills would equip workers with better qualifications and enable them to seek 

better jobs. For syndicates, it may be necessary to launch a concession scheme to assist 

the needy. Towngas, which is owned by Handerson Land Developments, could 

consider giving needy families free service and spare parts. This would undoubtedly 

help the underprivileged to mitigate their living costs. 

 

 In the long run, a restructuring of the Home Ownership Scheme would certainly 

be in the best interests of those from the sandwich class who are not able to afford 

luxury property at the current market price. With a decrease in expenditure, the heavy 

burden on housing can then be alleviated. As a result, Hongkongers may be willing to 

spend more on their daily necessities and hence improve their standard of living. It 

could strengthen economic development in Hong Kong and the poor would be likely to 

benefit from this approach.  

 

 It is high time to transform our beliefs into action. The government should take all 

possible steps and measures to tackle these urgent social problems. Plain and practical 

policies should be proposed to maintain Hong Kong’s status as an Asian metropolis 

and, above all, combat poverty.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris  
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Is Landfill the Most Appropriate Method to 

Tackle the Disposal of Solid Waste? 

Isabella Yu    5C 

_________________ 

 

Flaring up public anger among the society on the Environment Bureau’s 

provocative announcement of the extension on the landfill, the government has 

repealed her imprudent decision to encroach on the Clear Water Bay Country Park. But 

Yau, Secretary for the Environment, has not figured out how he will resolve the 

repercussion on the overloading landfill, nor has he offered a tangible solution to best 

tackle the solid waste disposal. Such controversy had numerous questions on landfill 

stirred up. Is landfill an interim or effective solution to cope with the disposal of solid 

waste? It’s crucial for Hong Kong to handle the solid waste disposal with prudent 

measures in depth and breadth. 

 

 So far three strategic landfills are located in Hong Kong to cope with thousands of 

tonnes of garbage from business, industry and residences. They are the North East New 

Territories Landfill, the South East New Territories Landfill and the West New 

Territories Landfill. These three landfills are estimated to reach their maximum 

capacity within ten years, compelling the government to take the alternative of 

extending the landfill in the South East New Territories to reckon with the escalating 

waste disposal. Taking the extension of landfill in Tseung Kwan O into account, 

landfill, however, is not the best way to tackle the solid waste disposal. 

 

 Why are the Tseung Kwan O residents opposing the motion carried by the 

Environment Bureau? The promise which the government broke had the Tseung Kwan 

O residents up in arms. It provokes their discontent sentiment and unveils Hong Kong 

citizen’s not-in-my-backyard syndrome. Some argue that no one is immune to evade 

the landfill problem, so do the Tseung Kwan O residents. The emergence of the 

not-in-my-backyard syndrome is not the first time to be seen. Constructions of funeral 

parlors, rehabilitation centres for mental patients as well as cemeteries are Hong Kong 
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people’s imminent needs. Neither of the eighteen districts, however, would like to take 

these constructions in. From the angle of the Tseung Kwan O residents, it is 

unreasonable for them to swamp with the load of solid waste through the extension of 

landfill. As citizens in Hong Kong all produce solid waste, it is unfair for Tseung Kwan 

O residents alone to shoulder the responsibility of landfill. If everyone should bear the 

obligation, it is inexplicable for Tseung Kwan O residents to be the victim, why not 

other vacant land, why should it be Tseung Kwan O?  

 

 Craving for a potent and plain strategy to combat the overloading landfills, it is 

vital for the government to adopt feasible measures to meet with the solid waste 

disposal. Albert Lai, a member of LegCo Engineering Functional Constituency, 

suggested that incineration is an alternative. Considering the cost of both, undoubtedly, 

landfill requires less cost compared to incineration. It seems that landfill might be the 

better way to cope with the solid waste disposal problem in terms of the cost. In fact, 

landfill cannot uproot the problem of solid waste, but just to soothe the aggravating 

situation. With the increase in solid waste, the government is to provide more landfills 

in a bid to satisfy the demand. For Hong Kong is a populous and small city, land 

supply will be saturated one day. As a result, landfill is not an effective and endurable 

means to well tackle the disposal of solid waste. 

 

 As for incineration, it could effectively reduce the volumes of dumped rubbish by 

reducing its volume up to 90%, prolonging the span of landfills. Residues produced 

during incineration can be used for generating electricity. While burning solid waste, 

steam produced by the process can also give an impetus to the dynamo. However, 

residues will still exist after incineration, producing around 25% to 40% ashes. These 

ashes may emit deleterious heavy metal such as dioxin, cadmium as well as mercury. 

As these emissions may contain toxics, even though they can be recycled for 

construction materials, the majority of the developers dare not use them on buildings. 

For incinerators to be built in Hong Kong, it requires places to house this hazardous 

waste.  

 

 Under dispute on tackling the solid waste disposal, the government is to consider 

interest of all parties as well as carry out prudent methods. What sustainable 
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development means is to cut down solid waste and to promote the importance of 

eco-awareness. 

 

 The extension on the recycling scheme is imperative. The Japanese government 

recycle glass, tires, plastic and even tobacco apart from cans, bottles and paper. It 

would be realistic and appropriate for the Hong Kong government to emulate Japan’s 

methods to ameliorate the existing scheme. Council for Sustainable Development 

hammered out a report in 2005 on solid waste disposal, including carrying out the 

scheme of ‘pay as you throw’ and ‘producer responsibility scheme’. These measures 

seem to have reduced the use of landfills. 

 

 Exporting more recyclable materials such as unwanted furniture to the third world 

developing countries also seems a feasible measure. Plenty of the dumped solid waste 

is actually still usable; however, no one really needs the abandoned. In the third world 

developing countries in Africa, people are suffering from poverty and hunger. How can 

we offer a helping hand? Donation of usable solid waste to those countries can tangibly 

improve their quality of life while at the same time help alleviate the burden of our 

landfills.  

 

 For the good sake of our next generation, promotion and education is of critical 

importance. The establishment of the Hong Kong Eco Part provides a direct platform 

for citizens to gain information on how to strike a balance between economic 

development and environmental protection. More promotion on the in-being facilities 

to let citizens understand the importance of recycling can better alleviate the burden of 

the three landfills. 

 

 The twenty hectares of land required for extension is an equivalent of the 

provision of 20,000 housing flats. Is it worth dedicating precious land to landfills while 

simultaneously neglecting the citizens’ scramble for housing at a reasonable price? It is 

a momentary slip between indignation and satisfactory denouement.  
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Protect Yourself Against Computer Fraud 

Truman Leung    5C 

_________________ 

 

Good morning, young men and women. Imagine, if a man approached you, telling 

you he could bless your family, would you believe him? Of course not! Obviously it is 

a fraud. However, if you received an e-mail telling you that you had won a prize 

overseas, would you believe? Possibly yes. 

 

Don’t find it ridiculous. Computer frauds do appear every day in our lives. In 

March, a nineteen-year-old girl received an e-mail, which congratulated her on winning 

a prize in England. She followed the instructions in the e-mail and remitted 

HK$300,000 to six overseas accounts without a second thought. As you may guess, 

there was no prize at all. She had been deceived. 

 

I believe none of you want to be cheated by a fraud, do you? Let’s find out how to 

protect ourselves against various computer frauds. We only have to remember one 

word – CRIME, ‘crime’. 

 

‘C’ stands for curiosity. Even if you are curious about messages or e-mails sent 

from unfamiliar senders, do not open them. Great caution is required when an e-mail is 

sent repeatedly in a short period of time. The senders may hack into your computer and 

access your data. Don’t let your curiosity lead you to danger. 

 

‘R’ represents romance. I am not a strict man, forbidding you from making e-pals 

of the opposite sex online. I mean that romantic relationships may blind you. Six years 

ago, a girl of twelve, who studied at a prestigious school, naively sent photos of her 

naked body to an ‘e-boyfriend’ that she had never met before. Her ‘boyfriend’ turned 

out to be a man in his forties, who threatened to send her indecent photos to her father 

and all magazines in Hong Kong unless she agreed to have sex with him. The victim 
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submitted to the threat and was forced to have sex with the fraudster for six years. Had 

it not been for her imprudent decision, the tragedy would not have happened. So, stay 

wise in an online romantic relationship. 

 

‘I’ refers to information. You should be extremely cautious if anyone asks for your 

personal information, such as name, phone number, address or ID card number. With 

this information, others can easily borrow from loan sharks, apply for credit cards, or 

even launder money, in your name. Two years ago, a Form 5 girl got really shocked 

after a phone call from a loan shark. She was only the same age as myself. How did the 

loan shark know her? After investigation, it was discovered that her identity had been 

used by an e-pal to borrow money. To avoid being the next victim, never send your 

personal data to anyone you don’t know well. 

 

‘M’ is for money. My advice is straightforward – don’t give money to people you 

do not know. It is generally perceived that organisations like banks or the Jockey Club 

never notify their customers through e-mail. I know some of you are adults already and 

may use e-banking services. This leads to my last piece of advice, about examining 

websites. 

 

Examining starts with an ‘E’. Creating fake websites is one of the most popular 

tricks of fraudsters. Fake websites of every kind of organisation have emerged in recent 

years: e.g. banks, brokerage firms, travel agencies, and even universities. You could 

extend the list indefinitely. When you log on, your user name and password can be 

collected and so fraudsters can operate using your account. I would advise you to 

examine the domain names of websites. Fake websites usually contain some additional 

letters in their names. For instance, the true domain name of the post office is 

www.hongkongpost.com, while the fake one is www.hongkongrpost.com. Verification 

will only take you a few seconds but, for your safety’s sake, it is essential. 

 

In conclusion, fraudsters have thousands of tricks, but as long as you remember 

‘CRIME’, keeping safe will be a lot easier. Thank you. 
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Wealth Disparity in Hong Kong 

Ruby Lou    5C 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

I am writing to express my concern about the problem of poverty in Hong Kong. 

There is no doubt that the income gap in Hong Kong is widening. There are several 

reasons accounting for this problem. 

 

To begin with, one of the major causes of income disparity is that Hong Kong has 

increasingly leaned towards a “knowledge-based economy.” Being a knowledge-based 

society, Hong Kong requires numerous of people with high qualifications and 

professional skills. Thus, the poor, usually with low academic qualifications, can only 

work for jobs that require low skills, such as cleaning worker and cashier. Also, many 

of them lost their jobs due to this transition. As a matter of fact, many of them earn less 

than five thousand dollars per month. It is hard to imagine how they can afford their 

living. 

 

Moreover, intergenerational poverty is another reason for the wide income gap. 

Children growing up in poor families do not enjoy sufficient resources such as extra 

tutorial classes. Their parents cannot provide them with a good studying environment 

as they usually live in small and crowded areas. As a result, they may end up following 

the old path of their parents. On the other hand, children coming from high-income 

families can receive better resources such as having more studying opportunities.  

 

In addition, the lack of a minimum wage policy in Hong Kong allows employers 

to pay little to their employees. In fact, the hourly rate for many jobs in Hong Kong, 

such as working in McDonalds, may come lower than $20. How can people afford 
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their basic needs with such a low income? Do not forget that the price of daily goods in 

Hong Kong is rising rapidly. That explains why people living in poverty are getting 

poorer. 

 

To improve the situation, the government play a crucial role. First, I suggest the 

government establish a minimum wage to protect people who work for low-skilled jobs. 

Second, the government should provide more job opportunities for the poor so that 

they can have a better chance to get a well-paid job. Third, more resources on 

education should be given so that children from the low income families can have 

equal opportunities to go to university and add values to themselves. Hence, the chance 

for the next generation to stay poor can be reduced as they have higher 

competitiveness. 

 

I hope the government will take prompt action to formulate suitable laws and 

policies to improve the life of the poor. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wong 

Chris Wong 
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Should Students be Given Free Rein to Choose 

the School Subjects They Want to Take Up 

Vivian King    5C 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor,  

 

 I am writing to express my view on the issue of whether students should be given 

free rein to choose the school subjects they want to take up. In my point of view, 

students should have the right to study the subjects they like.  

 

 First of all, choosing subjects that match one’s talents at school can have a 

lifelong impact on a student. What students study at school has direct bearing on their 

future career because after they graduate from secondary schools or universities, it is 

highly possible that they will enter the industries related to the subjects or disciplines 

they study at schools. The success story of Bill Gates, the co-founder of Microsoft, can 

be an example. But for studying Maths and Science at high school and Computer 

Science at Harvard, he would not have been introduced to computers and met his 

future business partner, Paul Allen. It is not difficult to see that choosing subjects that 

match one’s talents at school changed Bill Gates’ life.  

 

 Secondly, giving students free rein to choose the subjects they like will make 

learning more enjoyable and students more motivated. If they are allowed to study their 

favourite subjects, they will be more eager to learn and become more motivated to 

strive for excellence. In this way, students will become more confident in and 

passionate about learning which will make the learning process more desirable. Chan 

Yik-hei, a well-known young science amateur in Hong Kong, is a great example of 

how allowing a student to delve into his favourite subject can be beneficial. Chan 

Yik-hei is not an all-rounded student who excels in all subjects, but he has a special 



 
 
 

 
170

Oasis 

interest in robots and Science. He conducted in-depth research about robots and tried to 

build one with his teacher and classmates, which later won him an international award. 

He was then given a chance to study his favourite subject Electronics and Computer 

Engineering at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST). He 

was so excited and he continued to invent new things. But for having been given the 

chance to study his favourite subject at HKUST, studying would not have been such a 

pleasure to Chan Yik-hei.       

 

 On the other hand, some people may think that students are not mature enough to 

choose their own school subjects, so parents and schools should step in to make the 

decisions for them. However, it is suggested that students know their own interests and 

disposition best. Parents may not be the ones who can make decisions in the best 

interests of their children. Not long ago, a lot of parents were influenced by the 

stereotype that boys are good at science subjects, while girls should study arts subjects. 

However, we all know that this is totally unfounded. Boys and girls are equal beings. 

Both have the same potential to excel in different disciplines. A well-known example 

would be Mrs. Marie Curie. She was a very talented scientist, whose research in 

Physics and Chemistry had achieved extraordinary successes. She was the only person 

who was rewarded two different Nobel Prizes in human history. Hence, students should 

be given the freedom to choose their own subjects because they know themselves best.  

 

To sum up, students’ freedom to choose their school subjects should not be limited 

because they are the ones who know their own disposition and interests best. They 

should learn to take the responsibility to make such an important decision. Returning 

such freedom and autonomy to them will make school more enjoyable and students 

more motivated.  

 

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wong  

Chris Wong  
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Protect Yourself from Computer Fraud 

Phebe Ho    5D 

_________________ 

 

Good morning young ladies and gentlemen, have you ever thought that you might 

become a potential victim of computer fraud? Girls, imagine. One day, when you are 

on Facebook, unexpectedly, a charming man approaches you and adds you as a friend. 

Will you accept him? Imagine boys – one day, an email reaches you saying that you 

have won a new I-Phone 4 in a lottery. Will you believe that? Possibly yes! But have 

you considered that it might be a trap? 

 

Don’t find it ridiculous! Computer fraud happens everyday, every hour, every 

minute, even every second. You might think that I am exaggerating the problem, trying 

to frighten you. But this is the fact, this is what’s happening around us. In 2009, there 

were 5,253 cases of computer fraud in HK alone. Who can protect you from the threat? 

Your teachers can’t; your parents can’t and nor your friends. Yet, YOU CAN! 

 

The only way to protect yourself from computer fraud is to know what fraudsters 

do and what techniques they often employ so you can avoid them. 

 

A very common type of computer fraud is fake websites, especially bank websites. 

The fake websites are usually so well-designed and similar to the real ones that users 

may easily be deceived. When you type in your username and password, the fake 

websites will record your personal information, allowing fraudsters to log into your 

bank account and steal money from you. To avoid this, you must check the websites 

carefully and do not visit any bank websites via hyperlinks provided in suspicious 

e-mails. If you have doubts, contact your bank immediately. 

 

Computer fraud may also be committed through e-mails. Sometimes, e-mails are 
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sent to you randomly stating that you have won a prize overseas or that a close friend 

of yours has lost his wallet in another country. The fraudsters may ask you to transfer 

money into a bank account in order to claim your prize or help your friend. Remember, 

make sure you contact your friend to see if he really needs help and never believe in 

sudden fortune. There’s no free lunch in the world and your greed may bring you 

financial loss. 

 

What about online friends? As I’ve mentioned, some people may add you as 

friends randomly via different social networking services such as Yahoo and Facebook. 

They may appear sexy and handsome in their profile pictures but those pictures may be 

fake. They may just want to lure you and pretend to be a very caring cyber friend, 

lowering your guard. Don’t regard this as an empty threat. Since the year 2000, 

hundreds of girls have been raped when meeting their cyber friends; there have also 

been boys robbed and assaulted by their so-called ‘sexy’ female net friends who turned 

out to be muscular men. 

 

Computer fraud may happen whenever you go online. What you have to do is to 

be vigilant. Pay attention to the latest news and be aware of the tricks used by the 

fraudsters and never should you trust your net friends casually. Only when you are 

smart and alert then you won’t fall into the traps of computer fraud! 

 

Thank you. 
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Behind the Crime 

Tiffany Cheng    5D 

_________________ 

 

Everyone says that I am a wonderful man. Well, I think so and I have always been 

proud to be one. However, everything changed a month ago. I did something I should 

never have done but I had to do, or I should say I had no choice but to act accordingly. 

 

 People who know me always say that although I am not brilliant, I have an 

excellent personality, especially to my mother, whom I take good care of all the time. 

Maybe due to the early death of my father, my mother is incredibly tough and loves me 

unconditionally. It is strange that she had never told me anything about my father’s 

death. But I believe she is the greatest mother in the world. No one could love me more 

than she does. But destiny is always cruel. 

 

 Suddenly, my mom was found to be in the last phase of nasopharyneal cancer. It 

was not fair! She had not even taken a rest during her entire life! I would rather it had 

happened to me. Anyway, I would stay with her and we would cope with the adversity 

together. She needed better medical care. However, I could not afford that. So, I 

decided to rob a jewellery shop. I met two young men through the Internet, called Nick 

and Tom, who wanted to do the same thing. They seemed experienced as they had 

everything prepared. I did not care why they wanted to rob a jewellery shop. I just 

knew that I was doing this for my mother and no one could stop me. 

 

 After careful planning, we took action. One afternoon, we chose a jewellery shop 

with few customers. No sooner had we put our balaclavas on than I plucked up courage 

to dash into the shop. 

 

 “Everyone freeze!” I shouted, brandishing my gun. I could hear my heart 
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pounding like a wild horse. At first, people in the shop looked shocked. After a second, 

they were all trembling in fear. No one dared to utter a word. 

 

 ‘Now, raise your hands and keep quiet. Do not try to alert the police or you will be 

in trouble,” Nick cautioned them. 

 

 When I was keeping an eye on the customers, Nick and Tom started sweeping the 

jewellery and watches into their bags. I scanned the terrified customers in the shop, 

whose faces were as white as a sheet. I pondered that under the disguise of the 

balaclava, my face was just as pale as theirs. Actually, I did not intend to hurt anyone at 

all. I even did not know how to fire a gun! All I needed was the money, that was all. 

However, it seemed that they did not understand. Among the customers, there was an 

old woman who looked as kind as my mother. She was weeping silently in fear. 

 

 “I cannot believe what’s happening,” I heard the old woman say feebly. Her 

innocence and helplessness made me feel awfully guilty and ashamed of myself. 

 

 After a while, Nick and Tom were almost done and we were about to leave. 

 

 “John?” Just before we were leaving, I could hear someone calling my name at the 

entrance of the shop. 

 

 “John?” I was sure it was my mother. I was sure. I could recognize her voice. Not 

caring about anything, I took off my balaclava and ran out of the shop to look for her. 

 

 Once I stepped outside, I could see my mother standing right in front of me, 

crying like the old lady. Behind my mom, several police officers were standing by. 

Nick, Tom and I were outnumbered. I was speechless. 

 

 “John, you know what? Your father died in a robbery. He was a robber and that’s 
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why he died. This is the reason I have never talked about his death.” Then Mom broke 

down and sobbed desperately. 

 

 “I couldn’t believe what I heard until I saw you here today. You really resemble 

your father. I know you did this for me but I have to tell you that … you’re wrong! You 

should not have done this,” she said taking a deep breath. “I won’t blame you, my son, 

because I love you.” 

 

 Without giving me a chance to respond, the police officers stepped up to arrest 

me. I was apprehended without a struggle. 

 

 “Sorry, Mom. I love you, too,” I whispered in tears. 

 

 I was put behind bars for three years. However, the day after my trial was when 

my mother left this world. If I had had a chance to choose again, I would not have tried 

to rob the shop. I would have been with my mother in her final days. 

 

 But this is life. 

 

 We don’t always get a second chance. 
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Should Students be Given Free Rein to Choose 

the School Subjects They Want to Take Up 

Mandy Lo    5D 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

 Under the current wave of education reforms, there has been strong request that 

students should be given free rein to choose the school subjects they like. I would like 

to express my thorough support for giving students the freedom to choose the school 

subjects they want to take up. 

 

 To begin with, students are able to choose their disciplines according to their 

abilities and interests. Before the implementation of the 334 education system, students 

could only opt for the science stream or the arts stream but not a combination of both 

when they were asked to exercise their limited right to choose subjects. Now, they are 

allowed to take a combination of arts and science subjects. The flexibility provided 

helps students to make a subject choice that is tailor-made for their interests and this 

can help them further explore their potential. Also, they will be more willing to acquire 

knowledge in their chosen field and as a result, they may perform better in exams, 

which may in turn help to boost their self-confidence and self-esteem. Hence, students 

should be given free rein to choose the school subjects they prefer. 

 

 Besides, students should have the freedom to make decisions for themselves. 

Teenagers in this stage are mature enough to choose their own subjects of study. They 

should learn to take responsibility for their decisions and accept the consequences. If 

the subject combinations are confined to a limited few as prescribed by the school, 

some students may be forced to study some subjects that they do not opt for. This may 

lower their learning motivation, which may have a direct bearing on their academic 
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performance. Therefore, I think students should choose the school subjects themselves. 

 

 However, some people may argue that students should not be given a free hand 

because the schools may lack appropriate resources to meet everyone’s demand. I 

disagree with this proposition. Since the aim of the New Senior Secondary curriculum 

is to broaden students’ exposure, the government should provide more assistance and 

support to the schools in order to facilitate the implementation of the scheme. The 

government should allocate adequate financial resources to the best benefit of students 

and schools. According to human capital theory, investment in education is essential to 

improve a society. Students’ opportunities to choose the school subjects they want 

should not be deprived at the expense of any financial considerations.  

 

To conclude, I think students should be given free rein to choose the school 

subjects they want to take up. If students are allowed to choose the school subjects 

according to their abilities and interests, they will be more motivated and thus achieve 

better results. Students’ choices of subjects at secondary schools have a direct bearing 

on their university choices and their future career options. The freedom to choose 

school subjects should be returned to the students at an earlier stage with appropriate 

guidance and support from the family, the school and the government so that students 

will be able to make the decisions that suit them best. 

  

 Yours faithfully, 

 Chris Wong 

 Chris Wong 

 



 
 
 

 
178

Oasis 

 

A Nightmare that Never Ends 

Leo Li    5E 

_________________ 

 

Although I have a memory like a sieve, I will never forget what happened that day, 

that terrible day when my routine working day turned into a nightmare. It all happened 

about three months ago.  

 

Just like any normal day, I went to work in Mong Kok as usual. I was a 

salesperson working at a jewellery shop and I was serving two customers when the 

chaos happened. “BANG!” A bullet was fired from a gun barrel, hitting the ceiling. 

Fragments of glass fell like rain as the chandelier was smashed. Everyone was 

screaming when a menace-looking man brandished his deadly looking rifle. There 

were three robbers, all with balaclavas covering most of their faces. 

 

One of the robbers ordered all staff and customers in the shop to kneel down and 

put our hands on our heads. Simultaneously, the other two robbers crushed the display 

cabinets with hammers and swept all the jewellery into their bags. Meanwhile, the shop 

manager pressed the silent alarm stealthily. Unfortunately, one of the robbers noticed 

him. “BANG!” A bullet went straight through his skull and the manager was no longer 

moving. 

 

Suddenly, something touched my head and I found that the robber was pointing 

his gun to my head. I gasped in fear. My legs could no longer carry my weight that I 

paralyzed and fell to the ground. At the moment, the wail of police sirens could be 

heard from a distance. I realized that the police were approaching and clearly the 

robbers were aware as well. They bound all staff and customers and the gun was still 

pointing to my temple. 
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“Put your weapons down. You’re under siege. You’d better surrender and step out 

of the shop or we’ll break in and make an arrest.” After hearing the warning from the 

police, the three robbers discussed what to do but the police had already broken into 

the shop. 

 

“BANG! BANG! BANG!” Bullets flew and almost every inch of the walls was 

covered with bullet holes. One of the robbers was shot in the arm and I was also hurt in 

the leg. I was bleeding hard and soon fell into a coma as the robbers escaped from the 

back door. 

 

After about two hours, I regained consciousness discovering that I had been 

admitted to hospital. Messages from the television attracted my eyeballs, “Breaking 

news, the robbers who robbed ABC Jewellery Shop have just been captured. In this 

robbery, a shop manager was killed and two people were injured including one of the 

robbers. The robbers were apprehended red-handed. They surrendered when they ran 

out of bullets. They were handcuffed at the scene and will be charged for robbery, 

murder and violent assault…” Although the terrible incident had come to an end, I still 

could not fall asleep that night.  

 

Back to today, when I reached home after work, I heard the shocking news on the 

television, “Three criminals have just escaped from prison. They committed robbery in 

Mong Kok three months ago killing one person and hurting the other two…” 
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Addressing the Exacerbation of Wealth Disparity 

Jody Tang    5E 

_________________ 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

 

Addressing the Exacerbation of Wealth Disparity 

 

 Do you know anything about the recent deteriorating situation of wealth disparity 

in Hong Kong? The Gini coefficient, which measures the income inequality in a 

country, of Hong Kong was 0.434 last year. Not only does Hong Kong have its Gini 

index higher than the warning line, it also tops the list of Gini coefficient among 27 

other developed economies for myriads of years in a row. Nevertheless, what did the 

exacerbation of the issue stem from? 

 

 The rising demand of quality employees is regarded as one of the main culprits of 

the problem. Being a cosmopolitan metropolis, Hong Kong is facing tough challenges 

from the rapidly developing Mainland China and other counterparts. In order to 

maintain Hong Kong’s competitive edge, the society is moving towards high 

value-added industries. For instance, the six industries, which include testing and 

certification services, innovation and technology, environmental industries, etc., were 

proposed in the Policy Address in 2009. Despite the numerous job opportunities being 

created in these industries, many citizens cannot gain much from them. With the 

invasion of Hong Kong’s labour market mounted by the Mainland migrants who have 

received tertiary education, the local labour force is relatively inferior to them as 

workers in factories in the past have low skills and some adolescents lack work 

experience. The Mainland geniuses’ occupation of local high-income jobs leads to 

unemployment and insufficient income of the local labour force, hence they further 

aggravate poverty in Hong Kong. 
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 The crux of the problem also includes inter-generational poverty. Under the 

exam-oriented education system, students in Hong Kong rely on tutorial classes to get 

superior academic results in public examinations. On the other hand, more schools 

develop computer-aided learning and encourage students to join study tours, which aim 

at broadening the participants’ horizons. However, poor families are unable to afford 

the fees of these luxurious learning experiences so their children are compelled to give 

up opportunities to learn. To make matters worse, the implementation of the new 

academic structure of senior secondary and higher education gives parents a hard time. 

As the textbooks for the new curriculum are published late, it is difficult for parents to 

avoid paying the skyrocketing prices of the books because second-hand textbooks are 

nowhere to be found as well. Furthermore, students’ other learning experiences become 

more significant entrance requirements of universities in Hong Kong and they will be 

taken into consideration during admission. Without money, how can parents provide 

their children with a variety of extra-curricular activities?  Due to the lack of learning 

resources and experiences, students from poor families can only get trapped in the 

vicious circle of inter-generational poverty and continue having low-income jobs. 

 

 In spite of the government’s policies which are coping with the problem of 

poverty in Hong Kong, most of the poor do not benefit from them. According to a 

survey carried out by Oxfam Hong Kong in July 2010, 64.6% underprivileged families 

with at least one worker are qualified to apply for CSSA but only 12% of those families 

are on the dole. Some of them do not know that they are living below the CSSA 

standard while some resist putting in for CSSA as they will feel inferior if they do so. 

Their refusal to apply for CSSA also stems from the discrimination against the CSSA 

receivers in the society. On the other hand, the problem of the abuse of CSSA exists. In 

2006, an old man whose bank account had his savings of HKD$3,500,000 was found 

guilty of swindling HKD$590,000 out of the Social Welfare Department. The 

imprudent means tests lead to the problem of CSSA abuse and wealth inequality. 
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 No doubt, wealth disparity exists in the society. However, what can we do to help 

alleviate the problem of poverty? 

 

 As the saying goes, ‘It is never too late to mend’. The immediate action to be 

taken is to devise the poverty threshold. In 1996, the United Nations Organization 

appealed all countries for policies dealing with the problem of poverty and announced 

that the first indispensable thing ought to be done is to define poverty. With the poverty 

line, the Hong Kong government will be able to identify the poor and allocate 

resources to the ones who are really in need, but not the ones who have intentions to 

cheat the government out of social welfare. Therefore, it is high time for the 

government to devise a poverty line. 

 

 By distinguishing the poor, the government can step forward to take further 

short-term measures concerning them. Providing job opportunities for the unemployed 

people is a must. With more people having jobs, the huge financial burden of welfare 

expenditure on the government will dwindle. Nevertheless, job opportunities should 

include both professionals and the jobs which require relatively lower skills. It is 

because unemployed people with low working abilities or educational levels always 

encounter many difficulties in job hunting. As long as they have a stable income and 

their basic needs fulfilled, they will have the ambition to upgrade their skills and strive 

for a higher standard of living. 

 

 To address the problem at its root, long-term strategies such as promotion should 

be adopted. There are plenty of vocational training programmes provided by the Hong 

Kong Employment Development Service, the Vocational Training Council, Hong Kong 

Confederation of Trade Unions, etc., for the unemployed. However, the government 

has to step up the promotion of the importance of lifelong learning in order to stimulate 

people to be aggressive and endeavour to get jobs of higher salary.  Nevertheless, if 

employers are not willing to give them a chance, how can they succeed? Hence, the 

government should encourage employers in different enterprises to hire more teenagers 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
183 

Oasis 

and people with fewer work experiences via promotion. For instance, the 

advertisement which promotes the employment programme for the middle-aged 

launched by the Interactive Employment Service of the Labour Department is 

broadcast on television. 

 

 As the saying goes, ‘Rome is not built in one day’. The problem of wealth 

disparity cannot be cured completely within a short period of time. Moreover, we 

should not put the blame of the problem solely on the government but everyone has to 

shoulder the responsibility. The underprivileged has to strive for better standard of 

living and the rich should not discriminate against the poor and give them a helping 

hand if possible. I believe that if people from all walks of life combat poverty shoulder 

to shoulder, the problem will be mitigated one day. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wong 

Chris Wong 
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Protecting Yourself Against Computer Fraud 

Jody Tang    5E 

_________________ 

 

Good morning young ladies and gentlemen, have you ever found that your 

personal data have been disclosed on the Internet without your permission? Has your 

computer ever been hacked into? If no, congratulations! You are so lucky but it doesn’t 

mean that you will never encounter such problems. That’s why I have some handy tips 

to protect you from computer swindles. I’m sure you’re not willing to be one of the 

victims, right? 

 

 Some people think that technology crime is not a big deal because they cannot 

actually see the criminals, but the perception is totally wrong! I would say that it’s 

much more serious than ordinary crimes! Yes! Much more serious indeed! It’s because 

the offenders can steal your money without putting their hands into your pockets. They 

can peep at or destroy your private documents without taking your possessions away. 

What’s more, they can steal your online virtual ‘weapons’ without getting your 

passwords!  To some of you, it should be the most significant loss that you care about, 

right? That’s why, as a representative from the Technology Crime Division (TCD), I 

will go to great lengths to crack down on technology crime. However, in order to tackle 

the problem at its root, the support from every single one of you is absolutely 

necessary! 

 

 In 2007, myriads of netizens entered their passwords of their bank accounts after 

logging into a bogus website which looked similar to the legitimate one of a bank in 

Mainland China. Eventually, the criminals withdrew over a hundred million dollars 

from the victims’ accounts. Had it not been for their carelessness and insensitivity 

towards the fraudulent website that they logged into, the tragedy would not have 

happened. Yes, we will easily fall into computer traps if we are not alert enough, just 

like the victims in the incident. 

 

 Being meticulous in using our computers is far from enough to protect ourselves, 

but what else? What I can tell you is that, we should also be smart! Yes! Be smart! 

That’s ‘S-M-A-R-T’! 

 

 ‘S’ stands for sophisticated passwords. Simple passwords, such as the users’ 

names, birthdays and phone numbers, etc., are as easy as a pie for hackers to guess 
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correctly so they may log into the netizens’ online game accounts to steal the victims’ 

property or carry out other online thefts. On the other hand, if I were you, I would alter 

my password regularly, so that it would be more difficult for others to have access to 

my personal accounts. 

 

 ‘M’ represents malicious software scan. Hang on, what is it? Malicious software, 

which includes computer viruses, infiltrates a computer system without the owner's 

consent. Therefore, malicious software scan should be applied to everything that we 

are going to download from the Internet in order to make sure our computers would not 

be invaded. Moreover, with the advanced technology, characteristics of computer 

viruses are ever-changing. That's why we have to regularly update our anti-virus 

scanning software. 

 

 'A' means avoid identity loss. In hopes of protecting our personal data to be 

revealed by others, we would avoid using public computers such as the ones in cafes, 

shopping malls and libraries to log into our online accounts. It may lead to troubles if 

we forget to log out recklessly. 

 

 'R' symbolizes rejection. Who has ever met any friends on the Internet? I believe 

that most of you have, right? Making friends online has become a trend among 

adolescents in the society recently. Nevertheless, there are some potential hazards that 

we have to be aware of. A survey conducted by Ming Pao in 2004 found that 69% of 

the youngsters were hurt by netizens, which involved financial swindles or sexual 

assaults, when they hung out together. Therefore, we should reject all unreasonable 

requests made by other netizens, just like dating with them. If you really want to meet 

them, invite your friends to join and meet your cyberfriends in a public area as it is 

difficult for your cyberfriends to harm you and you may seek help from others easily. 

 

 Lastly, 'T' corresponds to the Technology Crime Division (TCD), which is 

responsible for carrying out technology related investigations and implementing crime 

prevention programs on computer security. As a representative from TCD, I witnessed 

hundreds of online swindles successfully cracked. That's why, if you are struggling 

with any online traps, you must seek help from TCD and I guarantee that a helping 

hand will be offered to you. 

 

 As the problem of computer fraud is getting more prevalent nowadays, if 

immediate actions are not taken, the malady would deteriorate so more netizens would 

become victims. As the saying goes, 'Prevention is better than cure'. We should protect 

ourselves and be 'smart' netizens. You don't want to fall into the trap, do you? Thank 

you.
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An Inspirational Encounter with the Most 

Important Person in My Life 

Issac Ip    5E 

_________________ 

 

Everyone in the hall was standing, singing “Joy to the World”, the pastor was 

praying for us. I was just sitting on the bench, struggling to stay awake because the 

pastor’s voice was so weak and soft and his preaching was so long and boring. I lost 

my consciousness gradually.  

 

“Son, are you okay?” Would you like to join us?” a man wearing a bony white 

gown with short beard and curly brown hair asked. He was followed by twelve young 

men. This man looked so familiar. I must have seen him before.  

 

“Oh! He is Jesus Christ and that twelve men are his disciples, but how come I am 

here?” I said to myself. Jesus seemed to be in his thirties. Hence, I thought I was in 

A.D. 30, Jerusalem in Israel, but I had no idea how I got there. Eager to know what 

would happen next, I quickly answered Jesus’s call and followed him.  

 

Finally, we reached a village. I was astonished as I found that the villagers there 

could speak all kinds of modern languages like English, Chinese, Spanish and French. 

All villagers gathered at the entrance of the village to welcome Jesus. They escorted us 

to the village head’s house. All houses in the village were one-storey high and they 

were all built in the same architectural style, shape and colour. The village head’s was 

no exception.  

 

 When we got into the village head’s house, it was already evening. We, all 

together fourteen people, were seated at a long table and served with simple food. 

Suddenly, Jesus said, “This is my last supper. One of you will betray me.” Jesus’s 
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words startled everyone at the table except me. The disciples looked at one another and 

then they stared fixedly at me as if they had reached a consensus. I denied their subtle 

accusations with an embarrassing smile because I knew clearly who would betray Jesus. 

After having some wine and bread, Jesus took us to Gethsemane, a garden at the foot 

of the Mount Olives, where Jesus always prayed with his disciples. Jesus went up 

Mount Olives alone. He knelt down and started praying while the twelve disciples were 

sleeping soundly in the garden. I did not fall asleep as I knew something tragic would 

happen soon. Suddenly, I heard some footsteps approaching. The disciples were woken 

and they were dumfounded to see Judas, one of Jesus’s favourite disciples bringing 

Roman soldiers with spears and torches to arrest Jesus. They said Jesus had committed 

a serious offence and had to be arrested immediately. I was furious as I knew Jesus was 

innocent, so I resisted them with force using the Shaolin Kung Fu that I had learnt 

before. However, Jesus stopped me and said they were innocent and naïve.  

 

 We were both brought to Pontius Pilate, the Prefect of Judaea. He had the 

authority to decide whether criminals were guilty. Although Pilate knew that Jesus was 

innocent, he had to sentence Jesus to death due to the pressure given by the Jewish 

priestly elders. Jesus’s supporters shouted and protested against the rampant unfairness 

in Jesus’s sentence. To forestall the discontent from developing into a riot, Pilate 

ordered Jesus to be crucified immediately. I was outraged and I started to shout, “You, 

naïve people, how can you treat the son of God like this? I am from the 20th century, I 

know what will happen if you kill him. You, Jewish people, will bear the name of the 

murderer of God’s son for generations.”  

 

 “Shut up, you, Satan! How dare you criticize us,” the Jewish people cried. 

 

 “Kill him! Kill him!” the supporters of the Jewish leaders started losing control.  

 

 Jesus kept silent throughout the court proceedings and he finally said, “Son, leave 

me alone, or you will die. What will be done has to be done. I don’t want to cause you 
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troubles.” However, I kept protesting and even started cursing the Jewish elders and 

injured some Roman soldiers.  

 

 Eventually, Pilate sentenced both of us to crucifixion. They made us carried the 

crosses to Golgotha. There were all together four crosses on the mountain. Two were 

for the merciless criminals and the remaining two were for Jesus and me. Both of us 

had bled for six hours before we died on the cross. Before our death, we talked about 

family, faith and love, but we did not feel the pain. At the last moment of his life, Jesus 

said to God, “Forgive them, they don’t know what they have done.” He turned to me 

and said, “Today, you will be with me in the paradise.” Then, I lost my consciousness.  

 

 When I opened my eyes again, I found that I was still inside the church, but no 

one else was there. Slowly, I realized that I had a dream, but it was so real that I could 

feel Jesus’s love and kindness. I should imitate his humanity and follow his path. We 

should not return evil for evil or reviling with reviling but overcome evil with good. It 

is easier said than done, but everything is possible if we rely on God.  
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Go Online Wisely 

To Yeung    5F 

_________________ 

 

Good morning young ladies and gentlemen, how much time do you spend online 

every day? Have you ever made new friends on the Internet through Facebook, Twitter 

or MSN? Despite being a convenient platform for socialization, the computer world is 

never as safe and harmless as it appears to be. That’s why I’m here. I will share with 

you the dangers behind the network and give you some tips against computer fraud. 

 

To begin with, is playing online games part of your daily life? Computer fraud 

may take place when you spend your real money buying tools, weapons or gifts to be 

used in the games. Other players may ask for your password and ‘generously’ offer to 

play the games for you to help you achieve a higher level. Although it seems to be a 

wonderful offer, you’ll have to pay back in certain ways. Your “generous” friend may 

steal your money, tools, gifts or weapons from your account. For those of you who use 

the same password for different accounts, this will only be the start of your nightmare 

because they can also get access to your e-mail or Facebook accounts. They may steal 

your and your friends’ personal information and commit crimes.  

 

To protect your account and secrets, you should not disclose your password to 

anyone however acquainted you are. Besides, sophisticated passwords that contain 

digits, capital and small letters and punctuation marks will be far more secure than 

simple ones like your date of birth or telephone number.  

 

What would you do if you received an e-mail saying that you’d won in a lottery? 

Jump up from your chair, exclaiming, “Yeah! What a lucky day!” and open it? Or 

simply think, “What a bad joke!” and delete the e-mail? E-mails are often used by 

hackers to attack your computers. These e-mails may contain computer viruses making 
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your computer malfunction, software programs stealing your personal information or 

even the Trojan Horse invading your computer system. With access to your computers, 

everything your family do online will be under the eye of the hackers. They may hack 

into your parents’ bank accounts and steal their money. As a result, your whole family 

may suffer financial problems soon. 

 

The best way to protect your computer from hackers is to update your Internet 

security system frequently. Never open e-mails from strangers and shorten the time that 

your computer is on since the Trojan Horse malware can only function when your 

computer is on. It is hard to find if the Trojan Horse has invaded your computer. Yet, 

staying alert and vigilant is always the best means to get rid of hackers. 

 

How many friends have you made via Facebook, Twitter and MSN? Sadly, these 

friends may also be potential threats for you. Of course, I’m not talking about the 

friends you know very well but your unknown cyber friends. These so-called friends 

may be wolves in sheep’s clothing looking for easy prey online. They may be con 

artists cheating money from you or even criminals planning sexual assaults. 

 

To protect yourself effectively, remember not to make friends with any suspicious 

strangers online and reject any unreasonable requests made by your cyber friends. 

Never meet unfamiliar cyber friends in private and do not share your secrets on the net. 

Only by being smart and cautious then you can enjoy the convenience and joy of using 

the Internet. 

 

Thank you. 
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Bridge the Gap 

Kiki Ng    5F 

_________________ 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I am writing to express my concerns about the wealth disparity in Hong Kong. 

The newly released 2010 Gini-coefficient of Hong Kong is 0.53, which is far higher 

than the alarming level of 0.4 and also the highest among that of other developed 

countries. A recent report from the Hong Kong Council of Social Service also suggests 

that the number of citizens living in poverty has reached 1.23 million, which is a peak 

in these ten years. These figures reveal the widening wealth gap between the rich and 

poor in Hong Kong. 

 

The Lehman Brothers mini bond incident in 2008 was a major factor that should 

account for it. The middle class citizens, who were the major buyers of the mini bonds, 

faced the harshest financial difficulties and suffered a huge loss. While the richest were 

minimally affected due to their high financial capacity, the money loss of the middle 

class in turn brought a larger wealth difference in the society. 

 

However, wealth disparity is not triggered by a single incident. The rich are 

getting richer, whereas the poor are getting poorer. It can be explained by the transition 

of the city towards a knowledge-based economy. The shift of the factories to the 

mainland leads to the unemployment of workers with low qualifications, while the 

demand for professional, technical and management skills benefits those who could 

afford high education. This results in the widening income gap of employees. The 

increasing number of mainland immigrants who are less competitive and the rising 

number of retired people owing to the ageing population also add to the imbalanced 

proportion of the rich and the poor.  

 

Furthermore, the political environment is disadvantageous to the poor. With 

Functional Constituencies accounting for half of the seats in the Legislative Council, it 
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is expected that most of the voted policies will slant to the businessmen. The 

domination of enterprises represented in the LegCo indicates their interests can always 

be better protected than the underprivileged. 

 

Comparing to the developing countries, the problem of poverty in Hong Kong is 

not an issue of life and death with the help of the Comprehensive Social Security 

Assistance Scheme. However, a large wealth disparity in the society would stir up 

people’s discontent and make the society unstable. While emphasizing economic 

growth, the government should support the poor in order to avoid further widening the 

gap. 

 

Education is the best solution to the problem. Building infrastructure and 

developing the six industries do create job opportunities, but they are only short-term 

measures. Education equips people with various life skills so that they are suitable for 

different jobs. More training courses are to be provided by the government to help the 

low-educated so that in the long term they can move up the social ladder. 

 

The government may give funds to the charity groups and encourage social 

workers to help find out the hidden elderly and mainland immigrants. Subsidies should 

be given generously to provide sufficient help to them. 

 

Last but not least, the government should listen to the grievances of the poor. 

Consultation is required before implementation of policies. The government should not 

hesitate to provide more platforms such as online forums for people to participate in 

socio-political activities in order to ensure that the opinions of the poor are heard even 

with the absence of universal suffrage. 

 

It is high time the government addressed the problem of wealth disparity in Hong 

Kong. It should not procrastinate anymore to bridge the wealth gap between the rich 

and the poor. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wong  
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A Beggar’s Dignity 

Peter Hung    5F 

_________________ 

 

One day, when I woke up, I discovered that I was surrounded by a group of 

beggars. Well, I’d forgotten that I myself was actually one of them. Thanks to my fancy 

dreams, I just always imagined that I was a merchant, doctor, teacher or something else, 

anyone but a beggar. But I was a beggar, at least, I became one. 

 

‘Hey buddy, sleeping well, huh?’ One of the beggars asked. 

 

‘Good, fabulous, my comrades!’ I smiled. 

 

‘Were you a king or a prince? Or just simply having a “feasting dream” again?’ A 

few of them sneered.  

 

‘Not the prince.’ I tried to give a cheerful grin, but ended up smiling bitterly. 

 

I took off and started a new day. Well, for me, it wasn’t new at all, as any other 

day was almost the same. I went down the street, found a boulevard, which was made 

for rich people, and begged for money. It was nine o’clock, the busiest hour in the 

whole morning. Here came a gentleman. He was walking toward me, holding a stick 

and fiddling with his shiny hair. 

 

‘Sir, please can you have pity on me and give me a buck?’ 

 

He tried to disguise his disgust and inched near me. Yet, secretly he gave me a 

kick on my ankle. Out of pain, I knelt down in front of him, trying to reach for my sore 

part. ‘Better luck next time, beggar!’ He left. 

 

A lady came by next. She had fair hair and a British look. After realizing that she 

was holding an expensive leather purse on her right hand, I immediately decided to beg 
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some money from her. 

 

‘Please, Miss, have mercy on me and…’ 

 

She zoomed past me. 

 

Time went by quickly, and the sun was soon sinking below the horizon before I 

could beg for any money. I decided to have one last shot at the next passerby. There 

came a tall man walking against the light, and I couldn’t help praying that the first and 

the last coin of the day could enter my patched pockets. 

 

‘How’s your day, dude?’ The man greeted me, something I hadn’t experienced 

after I had quitted studying during junior high. Quitting school was something I’d been 

living to regret and never wanted to mention. 

 

‘Well, everything’s great. Having a good day without meals.’ I said, somewhat 

wryly. 

 

‘You don’t have to live like this. Every day is filled with hope and it’ll never be 

too late to start everything over again.’ 

 

‘What should I do?’ I asked, shocked by his words. My face started burning. 

 

‘Live. Don’t just survive. Find your dream back and pursue it, and your dream 

will come true.’ 

 

‘My dreams are really fancy and …’ 

 

‘Never too fancy to come true.’ The man bowed slightly and left.  

 

I took a deep breath, feeling the energy filling my guts. I stood up and strode 

forward, still walking in the dark, but walking with hope. Once again, I was a man with 

dignity. 
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Commentary on “Heritage Projects Stay in 

Hands of Local Groups” 

Hannah Shum    6A 

_________________ 

 

Summary 

The Hong Kong government is increasingly devoted to heritage preservation. In 

the second round of the heritage revitalization scheme, the renowned Blue House 

cluster in Wan Chai, Old Tai Po Police Station and stone houses in Kowloon City have 

been chosen for revitalization and will be operated by non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) which have strong bonds with their neighbourhood. 

 

The Blue House project, named ‘Viva Blue House’, will be run by St James 

Settlement, a Wan Chai-based non-profit group. The proposal would bring back the 

diversity of uses that such ‘tong lau’ used to provide, including a dessert shop and a 

vegetarian restaurant, while keeping the existing folk gallery and second-hand goods 

shop.  

 

The Old Tai Po Police Station, another historic site to benefit from the scheme, 

will be run as a green hub for sustainable living by Kadoorie Farm and Botanic 

Gardens. The organization will provide courses on nature conservation and horticulture, 

as well as cookery classes, to be held in its own vegetarian restaurant.  

 

As for the stone houses in Lok Fu, the 1941-built cluster will be renovated by 

Wing Kwong So-Care and converted into a youth hub with an old Hong Kong-style 

café selling toast, local-style pastries and tea. Other than performances in the open-air 

theatre by church volunteers at weekends, the church plans to run day courses on the 
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history of Kowloon city and twice-yearly history-themed tours in order to attract more 

visitors. 

 

This round of the heritage revitalization scheme identified applicants who had a 

stronger track record in the community they serve. They proposed uses that were more 

affordable to the public, compared with more costly uses in the first round. 

 

 Commentary 

The second round of the heritage revitalization scheme, which includes renovation 

of the Blue House in Wan Chai, Old Tai Po Police Station and stone houses in 

Kowloon City, goes further with heritage preservation compared to the previous one.  

 

The Viva Blue House project, which is operated by St James’ Settlement, sets a 

precedent for conservation on historic sites. The organization has to work with 21 

residents to decide who stays in the compound and ensure they are able to remain in 

the 1920-built cluster comfortably. Eleven vacant flats will also be opened to new 

tenants at a market rent of about HK$20 per sq ft. Preferably this will benefit 

handymen, craftsmen, professionals, artists and the needy, who will commit themselves 

to contributing to the project’s operation. While implementing the scheme, people are 

not relocated but can retain their daily routines. This can actually safeguard the 

integrity of Hong Kong’s unique culture, as well as pour vigor into the lifeless 

buildings. It also indicates that heritage protection in Hong Kong is becoming more 

people-oriented.  

 

Moreover, the nature of the two rounds is quite distinct. The first round, launched 

last year, saw more costly uses that were usually developed by private companies. For 

instance, a four-star boutique hotel by Sino Land and a college at the Northern 

Kowloon Magistracy was set up by the US-based Savannah College of Art and Design 

which charged annual tuition fees of US$29,000. But for this round, the Development 
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Bureau insists that groups which operate the heritage are NGOs with a stronger 

connection to the neighbourhood they serve. Besides, the proposed uses are also more 

affordable for the public, such as the Hong Kong-style café in the stone houses, the 

dessert shop in the Blue House and the learning centre in the Old Tai Po Police Station. 

This is again proof that the government cares about the interests of the public, rather 

than just catering to the needs of more privileged people. 

 

In fact, heritage preservation generates considerable advantages. Revitalizing 

historic sites can surely provide a variety of job opportunities, ranging from 

construction workers to tour guides on history-themed tours. With globalization, 

information flows more rapidly. As people are more likely to acquire knowledge about 

different cultures, the redeveloped historic spots which form varied cultural or historic 

trails with designated themes should attract tourists from all over the world. Therefore, 

I believe this is beneficial to the tourism of Hong Kong. Culture is a crucial component 

of life. To become a genuine international city, both a colourful culture and rich 

heritage are indispensable. Only by working on heritage conservation will Hong Kong 

be recognized as both a cosmopolitan city and an international financial hub.  

 

It is heartening to know that the government is showing more concern about 

cultural issues. Two rounds of the revitalization scheme, however, are not enough. For 

the sake of preserving our heritage thoroughly and effectively, a comprehensive 

blueprint has to be mapped out as soon as possible with the ‘4Rs strategy’ concept - 

Redevelopment, Rehabilitation, PReservation and Revitalisation. 
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Risky Beauty 

Jeanette Lai    6A 

_________________ 

 

Whether an artist has gone under the knives has been a hot cover story on some 

entertainment magazines in recent years. Most readers, if not all, are not only curious 

about the “truth” hidden behind the star’s beauty, but are also disgusted with their 

unnatural appearance. It seems that Hong Kong people generally do not accept plastic 

surgery. The fact is, however, that the number of beauty parlours and clinics offering 

this service keeps increasing. There are both pros and cons for cosmetic surgery but I 

believe for ordinary people, the downsides prevail over the merits. 

 

The most apparent bonus of undergoing plastic surgery is surely an appealing 

appearance. A breast enlargement surgery can make one’s body more curvaceous; 

having collagen injection can prevent wrinkling; an eye work allows no more bags 

under the eyes. Obviously one can have a more prominent profile after having this 

surgery. Besides, the operation is efficient. It only takes 15 minutes for collagen 

injection and not more than 2 hours for liposuction. People who do not have time to 

dress up every day can still spend just a lunch period to have the surgery, and turn out 

to be gorgeous for the rest of their lives. Moreover, the price of having the surgery is 

affordable. Say, it only costs $ 7400 for eye surgery. This amount of money cannot 

even get the latest Gucci tote bag. 

 

There, however, are even more arguments against this kind of surgery. What most 

people concern is that the results are not guaranteed. One may want to reconstruct his/ 

her nose but end up having the nose collapsed. This is exactly what happened to the 

renowned Michael Jackson. Last year, the Consumer Council dealt with 133 

complaints against beauty parlours, an increase of nearly 50 percent over the previous 

year. From the figures, we can see that the results are usually far from satisfactory. The 
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results can be really horrific, but not only unsatisfying. According to Dr. Otto Au, 

President of the Hong Kong Society for Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons, these can 

range from minor damage to “death, disfigurement and psychological anguish”. Apart 

from the risk one needs to bear, another argument against plastic surgery is that one 

would lose the uniqueness of oneself. A Japanese surgeon who specializes in eye 

transformation mentioned that most of his female patients want to look like Madonna 

or Brooke Shields. Imagine if everyone on the street got Madonna’s eyes, would it be 

horrible? Another risk of having cosmetic surgery is that one may look unnatural after 

it. Usually western features do not fit with Asian features. Somehow, even one has the 

eye of Brooke Shields, it doesn’t mean that one could be as popular as Shields. 

 

After all, going under the knives may make one feel better with one’s outward 

appearance but the person who chooses to do so needs to bear the risk which could 

even turn one’s life upside down.  I suggest that people who would like to undergo 

any kind of plastic surgery should seek help from licensed plastic surgeons or 

registered clinics, for example, the Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Centre. Also, 

one needs to consult his or her family members and friends, as some may feel guilty 

after the surgery. 

 

It is important to think twice before you make any decision, especially these kinds 

of life-altering decisions. Hopefully, more people will learn to accept their defects and 

not to judge a person with one’s appearance. Then, we could have, in our society, more 

natural beauty but fewer artificial belles. 
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Commentary on “Case Seen as First Step for 

Transgender People in Hong Kong” 

Jeannie Chan    6A 

_________________ 

 

Summary 

A transsexual known as W took the Hong Kong government to court because she 

could not marry her boyfriend under the Hong Kong law. Despite ruling against the 

application, Mr. Justice Andrew Cheung urged the government to consult the public on 

the broader issue of transsexual rights. And fellow transsexuals see the case as the first 

step to winning greater understanding. Transsexuals are now facing difficulties in the 

workplace, with their identity records and even tax, but they think Hong Kong society 

is now becoming more accepting of transgender people and this can help them 

understand and face their true selves. 

 

Commentary 

The case is definitely one of the hottest topics in recent days and it has triggered 

off a fierce debate whether transsexual marriage should be legalized in Hong Kong. 

While some may think that Hong Kong should be more liberal and give transsexuals 

their right to marry, I do not approve of it and this kind of abnormal marriage should be 

forbidden in black and white. Let me illustrate my points of view in the following 

paragraphs. 

 

  Those who support transsexual marriage may think that the current situation is 

ridiculous. The applicant known as W, born with the physical appearance of a man, felt 

that she was a woman trapped in a man’s body. She had a sex change because she 

wants to be recognized as a woman. The medial and governmental systems admit her 

needs, providing sex-assignment surgery for her and letting her change her name and 

gender on her identity card and her passport, but deny her rights for getting married 
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just because she is not legally recognized as a woman. It just sounds absurd and 

irrational. 

 

  And some people with a more liberal mindset may consider transsexual couples as 

no different to other couples. To them, homosexuality is also another kind of love 

relationship. Still less, W merely hopes, like many other Hong Kong women, to marry 

a man of her choice and she underwent sex change and is already identified as a 

“woman”. To deny the transsexuals’ right to marriage would just be as foolish as 

denying other couples in Hong Kong. 

 

  However, to me, legalizing transsexual marriage would absolutely bring great 

adverse impact on the Hong Kong society in various aspects. Although the physical 

appearance of the transsexuals can be changed after the surgery, their chromosomes are 

in no difference. A man is still a man and a woman is still a woman. In this way, 

transgender marriage is actually equivalent to same-sex marriage and the couples will 

never have their own babies. The birth rate of Hong Kong is getting lower in recent 

years. If the government decides to legalize W’s case, more transsexual marriages are 

going to happen in Hong Kong and it would mean a sharp decrease in birth rate. As a 

consequence, the problem of the ageing population will become more serious and it 

may cause a financial burden on the government and taxpayers because of more 

resources being put in social welfare and medical treatment. There will be fewer 

students and school closures will be more prevalent in Hong Kong. Not only the 

marital and welfare systems would be affected, inheritance and judiciary are also in the 

coverage. Therefore, it is reasonable for the government not to allow transsexual 

marriage in a bid to prevent the turmoil it brings to our society. 

 

  Also, people should never mix up and abuse rights. Marriage is regarded as the 

intimate relationship between a man and a woman in human history throughout the 

ages. Same-sex marriage is abnormal to the majority and is even a taboo in the 

religious aspect. People should understand the truth and distinguish between right and 
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wrong before they ask for more rights and freedom. Though the Hong Kong 

government does not legalize same-sex marriage, transsexuals can still have a new 

gender status on the identity card. And I think this is already enough for the 

transsexuals and it is a kind of respect and understanding to them. 

 

  In conclusion, the Hong Kong government can definitely do more for the 

transsexuals, such as encouraging people to respect and accept their differences and 

protecting their rights in the workplace, but transsexual marriage is beneath the bottom 

line and should never be legalized.  
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What’s So Good about Cosmetic Surgery? 
Jeannie Chan    6A 

_________________ 

 

The quest for beauty is an endless endeavor in human history throughout the ages. 

It is undeniable that the general public is attracted to beauty and its allure, and this is 

natural and normal. These days, due to the rapid evolution of medical technology and 

peoples’ more liberal mindset, cosmetic surgery gradually substitutes make-ups. After 

all, what is so good about plastic surgery? OR do people just simply idealize its effects 

and ignore the risks and the disappointing outcomes? 

 

Supporters may consider cosmetic surgery as the greatest invention in the 

contemporary era. Indeed, the operation can improve those areas which are found to be 

unattractive or even disgusting, and thereby enhance one’s beauty. Just have a few cuts, 

you can have a pair of big, round glittering eyes, a straight nose and a perfect face 

shape. Just suffer for a few hours and you can have your breasts enlarged, your fat 

removed and your stomach flattened! It is just a marvel and a wonder to those who are 

not satisfied with their original appearances. This is also the main reason why people 

put themselves under knives. 

 

Not only can cosmetic surgery bring people a more appealing appearance, but also 

better psychological health. After weeding out all the unwanted ugly blots, people may 

not be embarrassed about their looks anymore and feel more comfortable when being 

gazed at. Jacqueline Zhong Sze Man, a Hong Kong model who has recently undergone 

eyelid surgery and breast enlargement surgery, can be a valid example.  She is pleased 

with the positive result and demonstrates her transformation proudly on the catwalk. 

Due to the newly installed beauty and self-confidence, a wider social circle, more job 

opportunities and numerous admirers may emerge, which in turn boost one’s 

self-esteem. 

 

Cosmetic surgery can also be the most convenient way for people to improve their 

appearance. Just imagine, you spend months or even a year tying to remove the excess 

fat from your thighs and buttocks through exercise. But liposuction can also give you 
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the result you want right away. The whole procedure may just take you 1 to 2 hours, 

which is much more efficient comparing to exercising. To those who want to be more 

alluring but are leading a busy life, undergoing cosmetic surgery could be an option. 

 

However, everything has two sides. Cosmetic surgery is not flawless. There are 

also some potential risks and side effects. Surgeons cut, chisel, poke or implant 

chemicals into the body during the procedure in a bid to reshape the natural contours. 

This causes undue stress on the body, resulting in pain and discomfort. For example, 

liposuction may lead to temporary bruising, swelling, numbness, soreness and burning 

sensation. The recovery period could be lengthy. And side effects such as scarring, 

infection and nerve damage may remain chronically, or even permanently, if a surgery 

does not go smoothly. 

 

People should also note that the desired results of cosmetic surgery could never be 

guaranteed. Unscrupulous beauty parlors may employ doctors who have inadequate 

plastic surgery training and arrange quick, no-question-asked surgery.  The results 

always turn out to be disastrous and horrific, ranging from minor damage to 

disfigurement, psychological anguish, and even death. Results can also backfire even 

you are operated by a registered and experienced doctor since the benefits of cosmetic 

surgery are not absolute. 

 

Cosmetic surgery may also lead people to develop an unhealthy obsession with 

altering themselves. Some start pursuing perfection and become so dissatisfied with the 

parts of their bodies they have not altered. Consequently, they keep on having cosmetic 

surgery and most of them end up disfigurement and mental disorder. For example, Han 

Miao, a Korean woman who is terribly addicted to cosmetic surgery, cannot control 

herself and even injected olive oil into her face. Her face still remains swelling after the 

doctor helped her uninstall 60 grams of silica gel. Though this is not a common case, 

people should also pay more attention to their quest for beauty. 

 

Beauty is only skin deep. Doubtlessly, a beautiful appearance can probably attract 

more attention, yet, it is the internal beauty which attracts a life-long intimate 

relationship and true friendship. If you are thinking about undergoing cosmetic surgery, 

just ask yourself and give a swear, what’s so good about cosmetic surgery? 
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Commentary on “The Thorn Digging into 

Beijing’s Shoe” 

Tommy Tang    6A 

_________________ 

 

Summary 

Liu Xiao Bo, the latest Nobel Peace Prize laureate, goes on being jailed. 

Nevertheless, his fabulous voice has already echoed throughout the world. Various 

governments, especially the Norwegian which is brash to give the prize to Liu, have 

accused the central government of its obsolete political status and the grave 

punishment on Liu. Above all, the indigenes have also recognized who Liu is. They 

start to doubt why the government detains such a devoted and enthusiastic activist. As 

a consequence, credibility of the Communist Party is being undermined because the 

government may intend to enhance by constructing an illusion of a prosperous and 

peaceful society. However, from some points of view, there is little hope of an 

immediate release of Liu, given the government’s strict attitude towards this incident. 

For instance, Liu’s wife is under house arrest and is forbidden to have any contact with 

European diplomats for fear that she has any association with the media. There will be 

a reformation of Central Political Authority two years later and despite the pledge of 

political reform made by premier Wan Jia Bao, it seems that the leaders are not prone 

to have any apparent changes within their term of office. To conclude, Liu and his 

Charter08 have aroused millions of people in the world for the democratic appeals. He 

contributes to the political reform and is a pioneer of revolution. 

  

Commentary 

 Have you forgotten the bloodbath in 1989? Every time I mourn for those 

scapegoats, I hope China will have a thorough change, but I have been disappointed 

again and again. It was not until last Friday when the Nobel Peace Prize was presented 

that my hopes are ignited. However, given the still obsolete government, democracy is 
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still beyond reach for the Chinese. 

  

2010 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 08Charter main drafter Liu Xiao Bo, is touted as 

a pioneer of a new democratic movement. 08Charter is a document with a rudimentary 

aim to foster the political reform of China by advocating a multi-party government, 

requiring freedom of speech and popularizing prime human rights. It is believed to be 

conducive to constructing a perfect China and has been the perennial request of the 

Chinese. Nevertheless, the Central government has expressed resentment against the 

award presented and accused Liu of inciting subversion of state power last year. 

  

From my point of view, the Chinese government shows its obstinate side. China, 

which has just climbed to become the world’s second biggest economic structure, is a 

rising power of the world. That means the whole world is regarding China as a 

cosmopolitan leader, just like America. Given the trend of democracy throughout the 

world, other countries expect the Chinese Government to introduce political reform in 

order to convince the world to follow it. However, the government reprimanded the 

presentation of Nobel Prize as desecration and also barred any reports being spread on 

the Internet. It shows that the Chinese government cannot bear any protest in the 

country. Furthermore, Nobel Prize is an internationally approved award. The ridiculous 

outcry of China rather ruins its image of an oriental axis. 

  

In addition, the non-sensible means taken towards opponents have already roused 

dangers in the country. The Central Government has sentenced Liu and jailed him for 

eleven years, with a detainment of Liu’s wife and other activists, and also forbidden the 

media report. Indigenes start to discover these notorious and hush-hush behaviors, 

thereby accumulating grievance towards the government. Given the strict control 

implementing on them, they will not vent their anger in form of a revolt in a short term. 

However, it really breeds resentment within the nation, which is definitely a bias 

against effective governance. 

  

What the Chinese need is a habitat with not only economic prosperity, but also a 
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liberal political condition and freedom. It is somehow sarcastic that the government is 

cajoling the nations into obeying it by its outstanding economic accomplishment but 

ultimately the shout of political reform gets louder and louder. It is high time the 

Central government reviewed its policies and thought about some exhaustive measures. 

I hope the authority will carry out pragmatic reforms to secure prime human rights of 

the huge population instead of just paying lip service, telling the world that it will have 

a political reconstruction. At least, the central government has to be open-minded to 

admit the contribution of Liu and to eradicate his sordid image. As a Chinese, I really 

hope a free, liberal and democratic utopia will appear in China but there still seems a 

long way to go. 
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A University Education is Not Essential for 

Success 

Jacqueline Cheung    6B 

_________________ 

 

Nowadays, it is widely perceived by the lay public that university education is 

surely the prerequisite to success. It seems that if you do not possess a degree, you will 

be doomed to failure and you will hardly succeed. However, is it true? I believe that 

many real stories in our lives can tell us the answer – OF COURSE NOT! 

 

 To begin with, I want to ask a question, what is success? To earn a lot of money? 

To obtain a high social status? Or simply to get a job that you love and have a happy 

life? In fact, the meaning of success varies from person to person. Someone may think 

that songwriters are not successful people since they are usually low-paid, having low 

social status and not getting much respect from the society. Yet, for those songwriters, 

to work on what they love is probably their dream. This is what they want to pursue 

and they finally achieve it. Indeed, from their perspectives, they are successful. To 

determine whether a person is successful or not actually depends on how you define 

the word ‘success’. It has nothing to do with the educational level. Everyone can 

succeed regardless of whether he/she has got a degree or not. 

  

Undeniably, university graduates are usually having an easier path in a bid to 

success. They have passed a lot of exams and paid a lot of efforts in order to win a seat 

in university. Somehow, it has proved that their abilities in some areas are particularly 

higher than those who cannot enter the university. Because of this, companies will 

usually be more likely to employ them. And it implies that it will be easier for them to 

get a job that they like and further pursue their career. What is more, there are some 

industries that require some professional knowledge which can only be obtained from 

university education. Thus, those who enrolled in the university can get the entry ticket 

to get into those industries while those who did not receive university education cannot, 

take doctors as an example. 
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Nevertheless, university education only brings you the opportunities, a shelter, but 

far less than a visa to success. For the pursuit of success, merely having academic and 

professional knowledge is obviously inadequate. What you need is far more than that, 

and they usually cannot be learnt from universities, just as social skills, communicating 

skills, innovative mind and working ability. If you merely possess a degree, but you 

lack all those abilities, will you succeed at last? Probably not. The market today is no 

longer looking for some ‘bookworms’, but for candidates who can handle work 

effectively and efficiently. That is not related to the certificate that you have got. Just as 

Steve Paul Jobs, the well-known co-founder and Chief Executive Officer of Apple, he 

has not finished his university studies. He succeeded just because of his own talents, 

but not due to his educational level. He has excellent presentation skills and he knows 

how to ride along the trend. These qualities lead him to success. We can see that, those 

characteristics are usually not related to university education. Would university 

education guarantee your success? Definitely not. 

  

To top that, success is attributed to many other factors such as diligence, 

determination and perseverance, to name but a few. Li Ka Shing, the richest person of 

East Asian descent in the world and the Chairman of Hutchison Whampoa Limited and 

Cheung Kong Holdings, is regarded as a successful man. Actually, he only finished his 

primary education, let alone university. He succeeded simply because of his diligence 

and his talents in doing business. There are lots of successful sportsmen and artists 

nowadays who do not possess a university degree either. Just like Bruce Lee, he had 

great achievements because of his enthusiasm in acting and martial arts. Pianists get 

praised not due to the knowledge they got at university, but because of their passion to 

animate the piano and touch the audience. From all these cases, we can find that people 

succeeded just because of their own characteristics. University education is definitely 

not the only way out to success. 

  

I am not saying that university education is useless, but I just mean that it is 

simply a well-tailored environment for professional pursuit. It is not a must that it leads 

us to success. If you have a will, there is a way to success. Everyone can also succeed 

no matter they have a university degree or not. 
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Studying Overseas – To Go or Not to Go 

Shannon Ma    6B 

_________________ 

 

Studying abroad has, to middle class and higher income families, been a popular 

choice in pursuit of one’s further study. The lay public is under the impression that 

overseas education is far better than that local. Undeniably, studying abroad can be a 

life-changing experience, yet is it beneficial to every youngster? Certainly not. A good 

education is manifold, composing of an active learning atmosphere, adequate global 

exposures, a harmonic interpersonal relationship, and a good development of sense of 

responsibility, to name but a few. Both the benefits and drawbacks should be taken into 

account carefully. 

 

Truth to be told, studying abroad helps us uplift our English proficiency. Hong 

Kong, being an international commercial city, puts strong emphasis on language ability. 

Cross-national enterprises are likely to recruit talents who are capable of mastering 

multiple languages. Surely, requirement of fluent English is always a top priority. 

Experience of studying in English-speaking countries definitely gives you a helping 

hand. Once one is immersed in an English-speaking environment, one has no 

alternative but to master the language as fast as possible. The incentive of adapting to 

the new environment will help one to be accustomed to talking in English fluently. 

Hence one’s English standard can be boosted. 

 

Overseas education is also favorable to the development of adolescents’ 

independence and sense of responsibility. Under the spoon-feeding and exam-oriented 

education system in Hong Kong, students put all their efforts on memorizing what is 

taught in the textbooks. Everything is well-prepared by their parents and they just need 

to ‘concentrate’ on study. Thus, students in Hong Kong lack opportunities of making 

decisions. Inevitably, they may overly rely on their parents and seldom bear any 

corollaries. Nevertheless, everything changes when they study overseas. Living in a 

boarding school indicates that you are out of your parents’ safety net. From that 

moment on, you have to do away with every difficulty yourself and take the 
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responsibility for your actions. Under this daily training, one’s independence and 

maturity can continuously be built up. 

 

In spite of the bright sides of studying aboard, taking this plunge may bring you 

various potential disadvantages. 

 

One of the challenges when studying in a foreign country is whether you are able 

to adapt well there. Everyone needs a period of time to fit into the entirely new place, 

consisting of the barrier of language, culture clash and homesickness. Some of them 

can ‘survive’ and ‘survive’ well alone in the foreign country while some of them 

cannot. It is significantly relevant to one’s character and ability of adaption. If the 

student is not yet prepared to live alone both physically and mentally, he may find 

himself like an outsider. Struggling to find a place in the community, he won’t be able 

to enjoy the life, let alone striving for excellence in academics. There are people who 

learn better in their native language and perform better in their familiar environment, in 

this case, studying aboard doesn’t seem to be the right choice. 

 

Another concern lies in the lack of family support and parents’ supervision. At the 

age of puberty, teenagers are vulnerable to peer pressure and external temptations. 

Parents ought to be beside them and guide them to the right track. Studying abroad, 

however, creates a loophole for teenagers to escape from parents’ protection. If one 

lacks self-discipline and self-control, too much freedom may cause detrimental impact 

on one’s personal development. Ha may become rebellious and tend to challenge his 

parents’ authority irrationally. Worse still, he may become a completely different 

person like you have never known him before. 

 

No one will be skeptical about the fact that the experience of going abroad is 

advantageous to a person to some extent. But we can never ignore its drawbacks as 

one’s decision may lead to serious consequences. Different people with diverse 

personalities suit in various ways of study and going overseas is certainly not the only 

way out to success. Both the students and their parents should consider seriously. Think 

twice before you decide to take the plunge. 
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Commentary on “Media Under Siege in Ethics 

Debate” 

Cindy Choi    6C 

_________________ 

 

Summary 

After the hostage incident in Manila, the media was blamed for live coverage of 

the crisis. The investigating and detection group said that they might lay charges 

against some who hindered the negotiation between the police and the hijacker. 

 

There were at least three points on how the media dealt with the issue to be 

criticized—live broadcasting, defying police restriction and interviewing Mendoza, the 

shooter, by phone. 

 

The live coverage exposed crucial arrangement of the police to the criminal.  

Besides, the killer sighted his brother being arrested through television, which was the 

prelude of the shooting. 

 

Furthermore, the journalists approached the bus, despite the police’s instruction of 

staying 800 metres away from the scene (though the police didn’t set clear ground 

rules). They even obstructed the work of the police by interviewing Mendoza through 

the phone, which should be used for the communication between the government and 

Mendoza. 

 

In fact, guidelines were established in 2007, stating that no live coverage and 

interviews involving those in the hostage taking are allowed. However, due to the 

competition among TV stations, the profit-oriented media ignored them and made the 

decision of live broadcast. 

 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
213 

Oasis 

What just happened pointed to the need for a more effective policy or guideline on 

live coverage of crisis situation, and self-restriction of the media simultaneously. 

 

Commentary 

Providing the latest information of current affairs is the obligation of the media.  

However, the media should make timely, correct decisions on “how” to report and 

“what” to report. In this case, the Philippines media failed. Thus, they should account 

for the failure in rescue to some extent.  

 

Although audiences were eager to receive the instant message about the incident, 

it was clear that live coverage was undesirable. The article pointed out that the TV 

station broadcast it to attract audiences. However, aren’t human lives always prior to 

commercial interest? 

 

Some may argue that the reporters merely wanted to accomplish their 

responsibilities, and it had nothing to do with profits. It is true that we do not have any 

proof to justify their motives. But then, the incident became an evidence of the lack of 

maturity and judgment of the media. 

 

We should be aware that the Philippines’ media encountered a similar crisis in 

2007. Since then, the center for Media Freedom and Responsibility has set guidelines 

on media coverage in hostage taking. Three years later, the guidelines were completely 

ignored. The media did not have the consciousness to learn from the past.  Even 

though there are new policies to monitor the media and guidelines for them to follow 

from now on, similar tragedies are likely to happen in the future. Rules are 

indispensable. But the cultivation of media ethics is of utmost importance. That the 

Philippines’ media requested to open the coffins of Hong Kong victims and to take 

photos without paying respect to the dead before the corpses were transported back to 

Hong Kong showed that it is media ethics that they are devoid of. 

 

Nonetheless, media was only one of the parties involved in the issue. It is indeed 
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unfair to put all the blame on them (though it might be what the Philippines’ police 

tried to do and thus shift its responsibilities). 

 

The case revealed that the center of Media Freedom and Responsibility there 

failed to control the media. The authority should be responsible for supervising all the 

media activities. But it did nothing when the media misbehaved. Relative rules had 

been set but they were not implemented. It seems that the leadership and the rules were 

both impotent. Then, how can we expect the media to have proper self-restraint? 

 

On the other hand, the police should not be excluded. Not to mention their rescue 

without appropriate planning and equipment, there were already plenty of loopholes in 

controlling the media. In the absence of explicit ground rules to stop the reporters from 

approaching the bus, the reporters would not know how far they could go. In addition, 

why didn’t they prohibit the media from giving live report? They did not expel the 

reporters who were too close to the bus either. The police should have realized that the 

media was standing in the way of their rescue, but nothing was done to remove the 

obstacles. They immediately inspected on the media after the incident, implying that 

they knew that the act of media during the defining moment was unsuitable. However, 

reprimanding the media then was too late. 

 

The mistakes of the media, the police, the government and other parties involved 

led to a tragedy. The scandal has uncovered multiple problems of the Philippines 

government. To rebuild people’s confidence in the country, the first step is to hand in a 

satisfactory and unbiased investigation report as soon as possible. 
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What Do Plastic Surgeries Do to Us? 

Cindy Choi    6C 

_________________ 

 

Flipping through the magazines, what captured my eyes were the miscellaneous 

advertisements. A large portion of them was related to cosmetic surgeries, implying 

that the practices have pervaded the society and created an elusive trend. 

 

There must be some so-called genuine reasons underlying, as more and more 

women, or even men, put themselves under the scalpels. 

 

Undeniably, self-esteem may be significantly boosted through beautification by 

artificial methods. Some turned to surgeries had been ingrained with a bad self-image 

since their childhood, as their acquaintances might have kept instilling an idea that they 

are physically inferior into their minds. Surgically altering their appearances just 

rescues them from a low self-esteem. But what they are focusing on is just the external 

beauty. Aren’t there other ways to rebuild one’s self-esteem? 

 

The ones who perfect themselves through cosmetic surgeries are always trying to 

reach others’ standard of beauty. However, what is the standard? The patients are 

covetous of being good-looking and attracting the opposite sex. But then, they may 

only attract superficial types who merely love their looks. Dr. Andry, a consultant 

psychotherapist, said that if one was gracious, well poised and well-read, he or she 

could still get a spouse no matter how. It’s true that the knives may make you appealing. 

Nonetheless, beauty has a deeper meaning. 

 

What is more difficult to understand is that, someone has plastic surgeries so as to 

imitate westerners. To many, westerners are spokesmen of success and power.  

Looking like Caucasian gives them a sense of superiority. Maybe. But others’ abilities 
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cannot be emulated through operations. 

 

Seemingly, the reasons of taking risks are unconvincing. Those who went under 

knives tend to have assumed that the surgeries must succeed. If you get a desirable 

result, congratulations! But any surgery is risky. 

 

The risky cosmetic surgeries may lead to side effects. For instance, numbness and 

swelling are not surprising. Results are not guaranteed. Thus, cosmetic surgeries may 

backfire. Rather than putting yourself at peril, why don’t you accept yourself at the 

current state? We should recognize that nobody is flawless. 

 

In addition, patients will lose their own uniqueness after undergoing surgeries. 

Many bring the celebrities’ pictures to the parlours. “I want my eyes to be like these.” 

Why does one always want to resemble others? Actually, your natural endowments 

may suit you most perfectly. Sometimes, what you have changed may be red-eyed by 

others, as everyone has a different scale of beauty. We should cherish what we are 

gifted. 

 

Once you have altered parts of your body, there is no way back to the natural and 

original. Cosmetic surgeries are one-way paths. There is no room for you to repent. 

Nevertheless, having surgeries is always a hasty and impulsive decision made.  

Parlors are profit-oriented. Not being more explicit, they will drive people to undergo 

surgeries as soon as possible, in order to make more revenues. Thorough consultations 

may be lacking. Then, people cannot ensure that they have opted for the right path and 

will have no regrets.  

 

Worse still, once you have entered the way of plastic surgeries, you will probably 

develop an obsession. The international super star, Michael Jackson, is a prominent 

example. Whitening skin, slimming nose… he was no longer who he used to be, but 

looking ridiculous instead. Would you throw yourself into such a trap of addiction?  
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Even the miserable involving in disfiguring accidents have to contemplate 

discreetly before taking the risks, not to mention the ordinary healthy ones. Some may 

resolutely rely on the surgeries, which is their personal freedom of choice. This is not a 

black-and-white issue. We could not judge whether it is right or wrong. 

 

But to me, there are other paths to be alluring. 

 

Exercising frequently, being optimistic, behaving well… you will still be 

charming. Besides, cosmetics do help enhance one’s look. Thus, there is such a slang, 

“There is no ugly women, but only lazy ones.” Obviously, cosmetic surgery is not a 

“must”.   

 

Inner beauty is of utmost importance. I believe that beauty stems from the heart.  

Blindly pursuing an outstanding look should be discouraged. Cosmetic surgeries are 

worth existing, but only for the unfortunate few. Before you turn to the surgeries, 

please consider whether you have genuine need. The life-altering decision should not 

be flippantly made. 
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Beauty is in the Eyes of the Beholder 

Wallace Cheng    6C 

_________________ 

 

There has been a growing trend in cosmetic surgery in Hong Kong during recent 

years. The number of women or even men, putting themselves under the knife has 

increased considerably. Many consider it to be a controversial topic in society. Firstly, I 

would like to examine the reasons teenagers receive plastic surgery and then look at the 

alternative views on the issue. 

 

Some teenagers may undergo cosmetic surgery to boost low self-esteem. This 

factor, which is believed to affect adolescents most, has been documented in the 

research of a Hong Kong psychologist. To a certain extent, the improvement of one’s 

appearance can enhance self-esteem. It is considered to be one of the advantages of 

cosmetic surgery instilled in teenagers’ minds. 

 

Another tenet of plastic surgery is perceived as “Good appearance leads to an 

easier career path: It is difficult to deny that in some industries, for example modeling 

or Art, outer beauty is seen as a vital characteristic of the person. Such companies are 

profit-oriented. They tend to showcase people who appear stunning to attract the eyes 

of the audience and fulfill their demands. Thus, cosmetic surgery is the most 

straightforward way for those models to succeed. 

 

The cost-effective nature of cosmetic surgery could also be a reason for teenagers 

to opt for it. For example, eyelid surgery takes only 5 to 10 minutes and costs $7400 in 

Japan. It sounds quite attractive.  

 

On the other hand, can plastic surgery actually restore one’s self-esteem or career?  

I believe not. In fact, some potential threats are being hidden by beauty parlours.  

 

Many people are attracted by advertisements and thus rush to cosmetic surgeons. 

“They don’t tell them about the side effects,” said Dr. Daniel Lee, who is the secretary 

of the Hong Kong Society for Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons. For example, one 
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of the most popular types of surgery in Hong Kong is breast enlargement. However, the 

side effects could include soreness and swelling. It may also cause permanent defects 

like deflation or formation of scar tissue around the implant. Bleeding and infection are 

also two major risks, which should be considered. 

 

Moreover, imitating Caucasian facial characteristics on an Asian face does not 

really guarantee success in one’s career. There are people in our materialistic world 

who strive for the “American Dream”, which symbolizes the path to success. Some 

people want to look like Americans or Eurasians due to their envy about foreigners 

embodying good fortune. Nevertheless, this is a wrong misconception. In fact, western 

features do not fit a non-Caucasian face. One famous instance was the King of pop 

music- Michael Jackson, who started with just a simple tuck. In the end, too much 

plastic surgery can cause one’s face to become out of focus.  

 

One argument of utmost importance against plastic surgery is that it is 

unnecessary. Many immature teenagers and women who put too much emphasis on 

external appearances have plastic surgery for the wrong reasons: e.g. “improving their 

charm and attractiveness towards the opposite sex”. Another is “to please their 

husband/ boyfriend”. The brutal truth is that if someone wants to improve himself or 

herself superficially, he or she will probably only attract a superficial partner. 

According to Dr. Robert Andry, a consultant psychotherapist, “Cosmetic surgery is a 

disease that has spread all over the world. It is unfortunate because it goes against what 

people are: Putting oneself under the knives of unscrupulous cosmetic surgeons is 

irreversible”. If adolescents make uninformed and hasty decisions regardless of the 

lifelong consequences, we can imagine that such regrets about doing surgery may 

happen more frequently in the not too distant future. 

 

Personally, I am strongly convinced that “ Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder”.  

If one has a high intelligence quotient (IQ) and is gracious, well poised and well-read, 

one’s outer appearance should not matter so much. Someone who is born ugly can also 

be successful. “Internal beauty always outweighs external beauty”. Are wisdom, 

knowledge or virtue any less important when compared to appearance? 

 

If you turn to cosmetic surgery, you are being dishonest towards nature.
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A Curse in Disguise 

Billy Au    7A 

_________________ 

 

In Western societies, it is not uncommon for secondary school graduates to take a 

gap year for full-time work before entering tertiary education. As this social 

phenomenon has won plaudits in the West, employers and educationalists in Hong 

Kong are heartened to follow suit for the sake of ameliorating both the education 

system and the quality of students in our city. Beneficial as the trend may seem, it is 

indispensable for local citizens to examine this issue more deeply, as the trend may be 

a double-edged sword when it comes to Hong Kong. 

 

Undoubtedly, taking a gap year for full-time work before entering university does 

students good. Some perceive that full-time work allows students to gain access to the 

job market, which provides them with an invaluable opportunity to experience real 

society. Not only does this broaden students’ horizons, but also turns their knowledge 

into practical use. Instead of rigidly studying armchair theories at schools, students are 

exposed to a reality which compels them to apply what they have learnt. For instance, 

fundamental language skills are needed when it comes to communicating with 

customers or even foreigners. This is a precious experience which could consolidate 

one’s studies. Furthermore, the vast majority of educationalists maintain that a gap year 

helps cultivate students’ personalities. In a working ambience, youngsters inevitably 

become more mature when talking about serious business matters. By socializing with 

colleagues and clients, they can redouble their interpersonal skills, which are integral 

calibers for one’s development. Once students become acclimatized to the working 

atmosphere, seldom will they fail to meet with the market’s expectations. These are 

advantages that employers and educationalists crave for.  

 

Nevertheless, the trend leaves much to be desired. First and foremost, supporters 

of the proposal are virtually ignorant of the realities of Hong Kong society. In the face 

of fierce competition, it is deplorable that secondary school students have to scramble 
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for a place in universities. While ordinary students compete through A-level 

examinations, other elite candidates strive to enter universities via the Early Admission 

Scheme. Besides, the influx of Mainland students exerts even more stress on local 

students. In an endeavour to enter the best universities, many students resort to 

rote-learning or a spoon-fed learning approach. Some blame the education system for 

setting too much emphasis on examinations. They may believe that students cannot 

live without keen competition, let alone enjoy a crazy gap year. Possibly it is fatuous 

for educationalists to introduce a western model of education to Hong Kong. They may 

be matching the wrong puzzles. 

 

I do not believe that such a trend would benefit secondary school students. With 

reference to an unofficial survey, more than half of the students who took up part-time 

jobs during their summer holiday confessed they would rather work than study. 

However, it is deemed by some that full-time work can distort students’ ambition to 

study. There is a risk that students would be susceptible to pursuing a career rather than 

resuming their studies. How could students dedicate themselves to studying after 

earning a living on their own? In addition, it is thought that youngsters may fall prey to 

conspicuous consumption which turns them into spendthrifts. If students are 

encouraged to work, they could become more profit-oriented and merely cater for their 

materialistic desires. In this case, would the gap year still serve as a means to gain 

experience? Possibly not.  

 

On balance, the gap year for students in Hong Kong can be viewed as an 

impediment to their studies. If it is true that working full-time jeopardizes learning 

atmosphere, it is difficult to imagine how profound the impact may be if the trend 

prevails. Instead of benefiting students, the trend could just trap students in dire straits. 

 

It is my conviction that the proposal would do more harm than good to students in 

Hong Kong. Unlike societies in the West, only the fittest can survive in Hong Kong’s 

fierce competition. Besides, there may be drawbacks induced by foreign models of 

practice. Employers and educationalists should be cautious before introducing such an 

idea. Don’t be fooled by just considering the advantages. You may discover that having 

a gap year to do full-time work can be more a curse in disguise than a blessing.
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High Housing Prices Symbolize Pessimism in 

Society 

Ivan Man    7A 

_________________ 

 

The latest Policy Address was released last week, aiming at thawing the 

over-flourishing property prices. Due to the myriad hot money from Mainland China 

which has been flocking into Hong Kong housing market, the dramatic but continuous 

surge of land and property prices have been a longstanding hot potato, posing a threat 

to Hong Kong citizens’ livelihood and the whole society. However, given the ample 

consequences, the issue brooks no delay and there is no time for the government to 

dither. To get a thorough cognizance of the problem, it is indisputably necessary to 

have an in-depth investigation of the formidable destruction of the current situation. 

 

A prolonged surge of housing prices means a drift towards the degeneration of 

social mobility, which strangles the grassroots’ shared hope of extricating from poverty. 

The high housing price and rental exert onerous pressure onto the grassroots’ living 

conditions, as they find colossal difficulties in saving up, while most of their income is 

exploited to pay for the rental and living expenses and they can hardly keep their head 

above the water, let alone ameliorating their living quality. Many of them are forced to 

move to new towns that lack a mature transportation network and community facilities. 

Being isolated territorially and mentally, the underprivileged may lose their incentive 

to overcome the plight. In fact, the high land price is forming an insurmountable block 

for the less well-off citizens, both psychologically and financially. 

 

The high property price is, indeed, widening the wealth gulf in the society, and 

doing harm to social harmony at the same time. By observing the property market, it is 

revealed that the housing prices have been increasing since 2003, with a disastrous 

upward trend of the Gini coefficient from 0.525 to 0.533. The grassroot families’ 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
223 

Oasis 

wealth has been evaporated by the exaggerated housing prices, and meanwhile, the 

abundant class is gaining much money from the prosperity of the housing market. Not 

only does this worsen the problem of wealth disparity, it may even trigger destructive 

hatred towards the well-off class and bring unforeseeable damage to social harmony. 

 

Apart from the devastation mentioned, a grossly exorbitant estate price also makes 

a detrimental impact to local businesses. The rental of shops in Hong Kong has been 

catching up with the high land price, and the situation is so out of gear that small and 

medium-sized businesses can hardly survive. A solid example is the famous golden 

accessory shop in Yau Ma Tei, Zhiyishing, which has been forced to close down 

recently due to the rental that rose nearly a double. Not only do small and 

medium-sized enterprises carry precious local culture, they also play an indispensable 

role in developing the local economy. Undoubtedly, the heavier pressure on these local 

shops is indeed undermining the economy and the distinctive local culture. 

 

To conclude, high land and housing prices are irrefutably marginalizing most 

Hong Kong citizens and even the society. The Hong Kong government should take a 

long cool look at the problem, and alleviate it as soon as possible.  
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The Overwhelming Prices 

Ivy Sze    7A 

_________________ 

 

There has been a sharp surge in land and housing prices in recent years. This 

seems to be a symptom of the rejuvenation of the economy. This phenomenon, 

however, has undoubtedly led to a raft of far-reaching impacts, which have struck 

terror into the hearts of Hong Kong people. To start with, let us examine the impacts on 

both the individual and social level. 

 

The decisive impact of the upsurging land and housing prices on individuals is the 

exacerbation of the financial burden of the locals. The escalating land and housing 

prices are not only confined to those luxury apartments but also prompt the rent in 

some low-income residential districts. Those poverty-stricken families have inevitably 

been influenced by the increase of financial burden. Moreover, the living standard of 

these families will decline. In the face of the high rent, people have to economize on 

the expenditure in daily life in order to make ends meet. It can be illustrated by Mr. 

Chan’s case. Mr. Chan, who lost his job due to a tragic accident, has to live in a cubicle 

or caged home because of the high rent. His lamentable case is, however, not an 

isolated incident but an epitome of the mounting number of people suffering from the 

high land price policy. 

 

Besides the impact on individuals, the high land price has also hindered social 

mobility. It was widely believed that people from the lower class can move up the 

social ladder by buying a private flat via their unremitting effort. However, the 

significant rise in the housing price has deprived them of the opportunity to break away 

from poverty. At worst, people from middle-class families are at stake as they may not 

be able to sustain their living standard, especially for youngsters. Therefore, the 

growing phenomenon will retard social mobility in Hong Kong in the long run. 
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Apart from increasing the financial burden and hindering social mobility, the 

staggering increase in land and housing prices also gives rise to social instability. As 

the proverb goes, “When there is a will, there is a way.” No one can deny the element 

of truth in this remark. Yet the high land and housing prices come as a shattering blow 

to Hong Kong citizens. The slight possibility for people to own a property has led to an 

emergence of depressing atmosphere to improve their status quo as all their efforts are 

in vain under the skyrocketing land and housing prices. In addition, the pessimism will 

trigger a spate of social problems such as the increase in crime rate, domestic violence 

or suicide, to name but a few. These social problems have definitely exerted a great 

deal of influence on social stability. 

 

All in all, the increasing land and housing prices have irrefutably sparked off 

many profound impacts on society. The government should set great store by this 

problem instead of folding their arms. It is hoped that the government can make more 

effort on the well-being of our citizens rather than merely on the benefits of those 

movers and shakers in the upcoming future. 
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Nothing But Better Care 

Angus So    7B 

_________________ 

 

Hotly discussed these days is the drastically deteriorating discipline in schools in 

our city. Owing to the infiltration of crime into schools, cases of bullying, violent 

assaults, improper behaviour, or even sexual harassment occur frequently in every 

corner on campuses. With a view of these devastating misbehaviour, public impression 

on school discipline has worsened compared with previous years. In a bid to tackle the 

problem effectively, finding out its crux is desperately needed. As pointed out by most 

social workers, the main reason for misbehaviour in schools is the eagerness to gain 

peer recognition. Since youngsters can hardly depict a clear self-image for themselves, 

they often live under low self-confidence. Once they discover conformity is a way to 

get out of this looming situation, school bullying happens. Pressure from peers or 

unsatisfactory academic results, lack of parental care, desire for independence are also 

the drives of students’ misconduct, as reckoned by psychologists. 

 

 Not coming as a surprise, the falling standard of discipline in our school is a hard 

fact that we must wrestle with. Compared with applying stricter discipline in our 

school, less discipline but more care to our students is a better approach to the core of 

the problem. 

 

 Better care from teachers or in-school social workers is of higher acceptance than 

tightening up the school rules. Some elder teachers in our school may argue that those 

terribly strict school rules in their decade brought well-recognised disciplinary 

performance. Thus high disciplinary demand on students is an applicable method. Yet 

the time has changed, today’s teenagers are much more rebellious than the past 

generations were. The more restrictions and regulations are put on them, the more 

stubborn they like to be, just like how a spring performs: greater force exerted on it 
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results in higher potential to bounce back; if we want to put it under control, moderate 

pressure would be the best. What’s more, the change in parenting style also explains 

why the old method is not applicable in this age. The past generations were likely to 

bend to rules because of their authoritarian parents, but as nowadays parents give more 

attention to their own work, their children, almost inevitably, have to grow up under 

this neglected parenting style, which leads to their rebellion and disobedience. In hopes 

of taming these neglected mavericks in our school, wholehearted care from teachers 

and social workers are needed to fulfill the emptiness in their hearts. They don’t want 

more school rules but concern; they don’t want more negligence but consideration. 

This indicates that care gains more acceptance among students than discipline does. 

With care, our students do not need offensive behaviour to show conformity to their 

bad companies. With care, they don’t need sexual relationships for pseudo-care. With 

care, they can understand the need of caring about others. Thus, we can enjoy effective 

learning on our harmonious campus. 

 

 Besides acceptance from students, teachers can gain trust from them with better 

concern and less discipline. School rules are usually regarded as barriers between 

teachers and students due to the authority of punishment held by the former ones. 

Under such circumstance, students would love to interact less with teachers in order 

not to be got hold of their faults while on the other hand, they would misbehave to 

draw attentions from their authoritative teachers. To eliminate, or diminish this barrier, 

more considerate communication and less authority is needed. It has long been a 

situation in our school that class teachers do not understand every student in their 

classes because of the lack of communication, as suggested by social workers. 

Establishing communication with every student is seldom done because it is difficult 

and time-consuming, but to a great extent, this is worthwhile. If class teachers can gain 

trust from students through better care, students may pour out their troubles to them as 

a substitution of improper behaviour to vent their negative emotions. Even if they 

misbehave, teachers will understand their motives of doing so. As such, there should be 

less discipline and more room for communication and trust. 
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 Furthermore, caring students is the long-term strategy that we ultimately strive for. 

We students should not only be regulated by school rules, but also abide by the law. 

Yes, it may be true that strict school rules can pose a strong deterrent effect on students’ 

misbehaviour provided that there is tight enforcement. However it can only scratch the 

surface of the problem: students may still commit juvenile delinquencies outside the 

campus, which does not violate the school rules but more seriously, the law in our city. 

For short-term alleviation, painkiller is useful; for addressing the problem at its root, 

we had better consult the doctor – care. However strict the school rules are, the 

discipline of students may not improve actually, let alone the side-effects. In contrast, 

showing love to students can make them adopt a constructive attitude towards life as 

elaborated before. It also fits in with the belief of Confucian, a well-known school of 

thought in China. As of long-lasting effectiveness, less discipline and better 

consideration are what we eagerly yearn for. 

 

 Standard of discipline of a school simply indicates its reputation. With higher 

standard of discipline, students of high calibre are more probable to enroll, thereby 

boosting the academic performance and reputation of the school. To achieve this, less 

discipline is desperately recommended in our school. A school is a place where we are 

incubated, we don’t need an army of severe discipline in it but a harmonious learning 

atmosphere. It is sincerely hoped that better care can be applied to imbue our campus 

with respect and harmony, as it is of high acceptance, full trust and long-lasting effect. 

A promising future for us? A better future for our school? A brighter future for our 

society? Yes, we crave for it! 
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Landfills are Not the Only Solution 

Eva Yu    7B 

_________________ 

 

Every year, Hong Kong people generate around 9,000 tonnes of solid waste and 

the majority of this is dumped in landfills. Three landfills located in Tuen Mun, Tseung 

Kwan O and Da Ko Lan are going to reach their full capacity within ten years. Some 

government officials have therefore suggested extending the landfill in Tseung Kwan O. 

Is using landfills to tackle solid waste the best approach? Certainly not. There are other 

alternatives to deal with this pressing problem. Using landfills is not the only way out. 

 

 Hong Kong is a concrete jungle where land supply is limited. The more trash 

Hong Kongers generate, the more landfills are needed to accommodate a considerable 

amount of domestic waste. In all likelihood, the government may extend the landfills 

by means of reclamation or exploiting unused lands. Not only would this waste 

precious land, which could be used for other constructive purposes such as building 

hospitals and public housing estates, but it also reduces the quota of recreational space 

that citizens have the right to relish. Thus, we can see that using landfills to tackle 

rubbish is by no means the best measure. We should reconsider the idea of extending 

landfills. 

 

 What’s more, people who live near landfills bear the brunt of enduring 

unfavorable conditions. It is inevitable for them to suffer from the odors induced by 

such trash. They are actually deprived of their right to enjoy fresh air. Opponents may 

counter that the problem could be addressed by relocating landfills to remote islands 

such as Lamma. They claim it would not cause disturbance or nuisance to residents, as 

these places are far from residential areas. This may not be feasible because the 

transportation cost of solid waste is too hefty and inconvenient. Citizens may even 

have to pay for the transportation, which is the last thing they want. 
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 Seeing that innumerous problems stem from landfills, the government may be 

obliged to explore other alternatives. Building incinerators would be a better way to 

resolve the problem of nearly-full landfills. 

 

 Incinerators are environmentally friendly－the most advanced models do not emit 

any poisonous substances. Using incinerators has long been the practice to tackle solid 

waste in many countries such as Singapore, Tai Wan and Japan. Why can’t Hong Kong 

follow suit? 

 

 In addition, incinerators occupy less space than landfills. Thus, the government 

would be able to utilize more space to create recreational amenities. Being eco-friendly 

and efficient, incinerators are a better option than using landfills to deal with trash. 

 

 At the same time, the government should step up its efforts to recycle waste. 

Public awareness should be raised to promote a green cosmopolitan city. Citizens 

would become more enthusiastic about taking action. By switching to a green lifestyle 

they would produce less rubbish and recycle more. 

 

 All in all, landfills cannot eradicate the deep-rooted problem of waste disposal in 

the territory. Only with collaboration between the Hong Kong government and citizens 

can this be resolved. After all, sustainable development is vital to Hong Kong’s future. 

It is hoped that you will make an effort to persuade your family and friends to live a 

greener lifestyle and help reduce solid waste in the region. 

 



                                                            
 
                                                  

 
231 

Oasis 

 

A Bilingual Language Approach to Sharpen the 

Competitive Edge 

Kimmy Wong    7B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor,  

 

 The abolition of CMI and EMI schools last year had once stirred up heated 

debates. Secondary schools are now granted a higher flexibility in choosing the 

teaching medium of instruction themselves, be it Cantonese or English. Interestingly, 

amid the debates, some had urged the Government to also let schools use Putonghua in 

teaching, believing that is more appropriate and beneficial to students instead of 

Cantonese. This suggestion is more in tune with the trilingual approach promoted by 

the Government and more suitable for the status quo of Hong Kong being the gateway 

of Mainland China. 

 

 Using Putonghua to teach general subjects can definitely provide students with a 

lot more opportunities to listen to and speak the language, and help boost their fluency. 

The acquisition of a skillful usage in Chinese (including speaking Putonghua) is more 

important than ever. Just a few days ago, the GDP of countries in the world was 

revealed and China has ascended to the second place and replaced Japan to become the 

second-largest economic system. Everyone is of no exception to plan getting a slice of 

this fruitful booming economy, but how can Hongkongers fight with the seasoned 

international enterprises with their broad network through the world? Well, if the 

strength of foreigners is their outward insight, what we treasure is our inward insight, 

our Chinese nationality. Besides a better familiarity with affairs in the mainland, it is 

the language we use. The significance of speaking fluent Putonghua is far more than 

learning an extra language. Also, along with the increasing co-operations under CEPA, 

the completion of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge and the high rail line later on, 
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the bonding between the mainland and Hong Kong would only be even closer. It is 

inevitable for us, the prospective pillars of Hong Kong, to work in or with the mainland. 

Therefore, it is necessary to be exposed to more Putonghua in our early age to 

strengthen our competitive edge. While other countries are yearning for learning 

Putonghua in Han Schools all over the world and fluent Putonghua foreign speakers 

scattered in the World Expo, should Hong Kong secondary schools reconsider their 

existing a-Putonghua lesson-per-week approach? 

 

 Apart from earning a place in the mainland, Hong Kong itself can benefit from 

this policy by intaking more mainland intellectuals. In the mainland, there are actually 

a lot of affluent families willing to send their children to Hong Kong for a sound 

education and an open learning environment. Cantonese, however, has become the 

obstacle deterring lots of them from doing so. If schools can use more Putonghua in 

class, the language barrier can be overcome easily. These days, the Government has 

intended to make education one of the six core pillars in Hong Kong, with the aim to 

turn Hong Kong into an educational hub. By doing so, not only will the mainlanders 

come, students from South East Asia will also be willing to engage in a trilingual 

learning environment, gaining a proficiency in English and Chinese. For us as local 

students, more foreign schoolmates will bring us opportunities for cultural exchange 

and exposure to different lifestyles. To become a sufficient talent pool, Hong Kong 

needs intellectuals, and the open mind to embrace them. The Putonghua policy is a 

channel to show our determination. The migrant talents, as well as the locals, can likely 

rebuild investors’ confidence and maintain our being-threatened status as an 

international financial hub. It’s just like the 1940s and 1970s, when massive amount of 

mainlanders with their skills and knowledge flooded into Hong Kong to help transform 

the colonial island into a cosmopolitan city. Only this time, we focus on quality rather 

than quantity. 

 

 Some may worry about the fate of Cantonese, accusing the policy of pushing our 

mother language to the sidelines. This allegation may be overreacted. Implementing 
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the policy is a long process and schools are given flexibility to allocate their resources 

into teaching the national language. Frankly speaking, it does not prohibit our students 

from speaking the local dialect, and that our major media are virtually in Cantonese. 

Afterall, the policy aims at equipping students with bilingual language proficiency to 

polish their competitive edge. For a promising future, the implementation of the 

Putonghua policy is nothing but imperative. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wong 
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Landfills, the Least Preferred 

Phyllissa Chan    7B 

_________________ 

 

Last week, a dispute at the LegCo stemmed from the government’s administrative 

order to extend the landfill in Tseung Kwan O. Legislators called for the rights to 

disapprove the plan but at the end, the government seemed to have no intention to bow 

down to their voices. Though some may perceive that the issue of whether to extend 

the landfill is merely political, the resistance the proposal met actually reveals the fact 

that landfill is not the best measure to combat the problem of solid waste.  

 

The exhaustion of land is a major concern of using landfills. As the dumping rate 

is far higher than the rate the waste degrades, it is anticipated that the newly 

constructed landfills will reach their maximum capacity in 10-20 years. By that time, 

should we build yet another landfill? To be more accurate, the question should be: do 

we have space to build other landfills? Land supply is limited. If we allocate more land 

to waste treatment, we will have less for urban development. The government actually 

foresaw the problem. In the recent decade, Hong Kong has tried to make use of the 

saturated landfills. For example, the Golf Driving Range and Kwai Chung Park were 

built on restored landfills. Nevertheless, the innovation did not receive as much 

compliment as expected. Kwai Chung Park has not yet been open to the public since its 

completion in 1992 due to the problem of methane emission. Reclamation is an 

alternative of utilizing the collections of the landfills. Though it has been successfully 

implemented in Singapore, water pollution and sanitation are problems to be solved.  

 

The existence of landfills may harm our city’s image. Walking past rubbish bins in 

the streets, people may cover their nose to avoid breathing in the pungent smell. Even 

the smell of a rubbish bin can make people feel nausea, not to mention the odour of an 

area collecting the waste from all rubbish bins. People may argue that dumping waste 
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to the landfills is a common practice in many countries and we seldom hear foreigners 

complaining about the stench in their place. Unfortunately, this is not the case in Hong 

Kong. Being a tiny city geographically, all people, buildings and infrastructures are 

closely packed in Hong Kong. The landfills are no exception. The landfills in Hong 

Kong are next to recreational areas, say the country parks while residential areas are 

just a kilometer away from the landfills. Imagine when a visitor wants to inhale some 

fresh air in the countryside but instead he gets some choking smell - it would definitely 

become his most memorable experience in Hong Kong. 

 

Landfills are unwanted views in any countries or districts, especially when they 

cannot be remote to the urban area. Sustainability is the aspect that landfills cannot 

fulfill. With the imminent saturation of landfills ahead, it is high time for us to 

reconsider if the present measures are effective in reducing solid waste disposal. A 

compulsory classification system is the trend in treating solid wastes. To pave way for 

the scheme similar to that in Japan and Taiwan, people’s awareness to the problem 

must be raised. Once we thought reducing the use of plastic bags was nonsense but 

now the consumption is halved. Reduction in solid waste disposal is undergoing a 

process alike. After all, extension of landfills or other alternatives are just makeshift 

policies. Reinforcement in people’s awareness to reduce waste is the only way out. 

 



 
 
 

 
236

Oasis 

 

Wisdom Needed in Allocation of Resources 

Phyllissa Chan    7B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

While a portion of the Chinese is enjoying the fruits of China’s booming economy, 

myriads of Chinese civilians are suffering from poverty. Some of the impoverished 

children are being forced to work as labourers or sold to child traffickers. In view of 

the ever-deteriorating situation, the Chinese government has pledged to boost domestic 

consumption to further stimulate economic growth. To do so, the government is 

granting the citizens subsidies to purchase local products. Being a responsible governor, 

it is imprudent for the Chinese leadership to make such a decision.  

 

Tackling the problem of child labour and trafficking is the only way out to redress 

poverty at its root. The large sum of money (4 trillion yuan) deployed to encourage 

domestic consumption can be alternatively allocated to the provision of good quality 

education, the investigation of illegal employment or the enforcement of regulations to 

protect juvenile from exploitation. With proper education, the minors may have a 

greater likelihood to get rid of cross-generational poverty. Some may argue that the 

poor can also benefit from the stimulus package. They can receive subsidies from the 

government to buy local electrical appliances and vehicles. Yet, the subsidies are in fact 

indirect financial help to the rich in disguise. People must spend the subsidies on 

specific products. In the end, people living in the rural areas of China will gain nothing 

apart from the new gadgets (whether there is electricity supply remains unknown), 

while the rich businessmen will experience an influx of cash into their wallets. The 

problem of wealth disparity will still be an unsolved potential hazard to China’s rapid 

development. 

 

Wealth disparity is problematic to the Chinese officials, not only because it leads 

to the suffering of citizens, but also because it tarnishes the nation’s reputation. Be it 

the economic development or the improvement in the situation of child labour and 
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trafficking, the movement aims to uphold the reputation of the country. True, China is 

now being crowned as a rising superpower which may one day replace the US and 

dominate the world’s economy. Nevertheless, it is ironic that even though China has a 

huge currency reserve, it still turns a blind eye to child labour. According to UNICEF, 

China accounts for the third largest number where child labour is concerned. Just like 

the success of the Beijing Olympics did not dilute people’s concerns toward the 

exercise of human rights in China, the glitter of the economy can hardly conceal the 

dark side of China. Confrontation of the issue which has been cloaked for decades is a 

surefire way to win the world’s spur. 

 

As an old Chinese saying goes, “it is better to teach one how to fish rather than to 

give one a fish”. It is definitely ineffective for the Chinese government to keep 

subsidizing the poor without instilling the skills into them to make ends meet on their 

own. Teenagers are the prospective pillars of tomorrow’s China. As long as they are 

freed and given proper education, they will be able to contribute to their nation. 

Knowledge is power. With knowledge, they can lead their country and foster its 

development. The curbing of the problem can bring long-term benefits. In contrast, 

stimulating the economy with a temporary injection of the government budget may 

only generate short-term profits. Once the subsidies come to a halt, the myth of 

increasing domestic consumption will vanish just as Cinderella’s carriage did. An 

insightful government should certainly go for real prosperity which will only exist 

when the problem of child labour is eradicated.  

 

It is genuinely hoped that more Hongkongers will pay heed to the tragic problem 

of child labour and trafficking in China. Many a little makes a miracle. Our voices, 

albeit feeble, may one day get louder and change the Central Government’s mind. For 

the sake of a promising future for both our nation and the pitiful child labourers, we 

should call for a strict policy to be implemented that will clamp down on the 

employment and trafficking of child labour.  

 

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wong 
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To Combat the Problem of Child Labour 

Sunny Lo    7B 

_________________ 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

A report about human rights in China has recently revealed that more than ten 

percent of children in China who work as child labourers suffer from abuse, 

intimidation and job related hazards due to indecent employers and perilous working 

conditions. They are often employed in unregulated sectors, such as agriculture and the 

catering service industry. As these child labourers are usually found in rural areas, there 

is a rising concern that the widening wealth gap between urban and rural areas may 

become a barrier, hampering the economic development of China. Consequently, the 

Chinese government has decided to allocate a large sum of money to alleviate the 

problems of the underprivileged. We must stop to consider how to use this money 

appropriately if China is to become a superpower. I strongly believe that setting the 

money aside to deal with child labour and trafficking would strengthen the reputation 

of the country and be of importance to China. 

 

People who boast about domestic consumption contend it will help the long-term 

development of China and change its export-oriented economic structure: the better the 

Chinese economy is, the higher the income of the poor and the better school facilities 

will become. This suggestion, however, may be too ideal as it takes a long period of 

time to achieve such goals and just focuses on the extrinsic side of China’s economy. 

This may not be healthy for the development of China. To resolve the current deadlock, 

child education is of utmost importance, since there is a need to tackle child labour or 

trafficking and provide all children with access to education as they will be the pillars 

of future China. Without adequate ability or a sound education standard among 

children, it would be pointless trying to maintain China’s prosperous economy. I 
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believe that better education may lead to higher moral and cultural standards for the 

Chinese and thus improve the country’s international status. Moral behaviour can be 

taught to children during lessons, then they can pass it on to the next generation when 

they grow up. Years later, China will have built up a more civilized way of life and the 

country, as a result, will be praised by others. It seems that addressing the employment 

of minors and providing them with education would be in everybody’s interest. 

 

Some people are of the opinion that increased domestic consumption would 

enhance the economy and help eradicate child labour by improving living standards. I 

do not think this is the best way to ease the problems of poverty. Instead, we should 

focus on life-skills and improving knowledge to help victims survive. UNICEF and its 

partners are working hand in hand to reduce debt burdens among the poor through 

self-help groups and to increase school enrolment. This organization stipulates that 

life-skill education is imperative in children’s lives. 

 

Widening the wealth disparity between the affluent and the poor is another 

concern when boosting domestic consumption, because only factory owners and 

capitalists really benefit from the increasing demand for their products. Do they think 

about improving the working conditions of child labourers or subsidizing them for 

further education? Probably not. According to a 2003 report from Guangzhou, child 

labourers work as long as sixteen hours per day and sleep in cramped workshops or 

under their worktables. As there are many unscrupulous employers in China, we cannot 

ensure that increased profits will be spent on improving workers’ wages or their 

working conditions. So the policy of boosting domestic consumption can be seen as an 

ideal in helping the poor at best, yet only beneficial to capitalists at worst. 

 

Moreover, boosting domestic consumption may result in inflation for all goods in 

China. As a result the public, including the poor, will be at hard hit and unprincipled 

retailers may even cash in on customers due to inflation. It will bring about more 

suffering poor and even bigger return for the rich. This is what is known as wealth 
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disparity. Consequently, educating a child will become a significant financial burden 

for poor families who may opt to send their children to work as child labourers. So the 

problems of poverty and child labour may actually stem from the policies which 

govern domestic consumption. 

 

Thus, it can be seen that focusing on domestic consumption alone cannot help 

China’s economic development: it would be better to tackle the problems of child 

labour and enhance educational opportunities for children. Unless these problems are 

addressed, poverty in China will continue and may become even worse. I sincerely 

hope that the Chinese government can strike a balance between economic development 

and the needs of the poor. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wong 
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No More Junk Food in School 

Jackie Tong    7C 

_________________ 

 

Realising the obese problem among students has become more and more rampant, 

the Hong Kong government has launched a campaign to promote healthy food. 

Responding to such a move, our Principal has decided to ban junk food in school. Yet, 

the policy has clearly triggered much controversy from different parties like parents 

and students. In a bid to reach a consensus on the issue, a meeting was held and we are 

now gaining some opinions from different parties. 

 

We all understand that every decision made by our school, without doubt, aims at 

benefiting our students. At the meeting, our Principal, Mr. Yip, expressed his deep 

concern about our students’ health. He claimed that students consuming junk food such 

as fish balls and soft drinks in the long term might suffer from not only heart disease, 

but diabetes as well. As junk food is often lacking in vegetables and low in fiber, 

students who always eat it may not have a balanced diet. Moreover, Mr. Yip released a 

BMI report issued by our school's PE department. The report indicated that the number 

of overweight students in our school is growing at an alarming rate, surging from 4% 

in 2009 to 7% in 2010. Therefore, the overweight problem deserves our attention. Mr. 

Yip believed that imposing such a ban could encourage healthier dietary habits at 

school. 

 

As for our teachers, the representative, Miss Chan, claimed that the most 

concerning factor should be the effects on the learning ability of students. She quoted a 

recent medical research which stated that after eating snacks student's capability to 

think and learn may be delayed and this could affect students’ learning ability. She 

stated that most teachers believe having good health is a pre-requisite for academic 

pursuits so we should discourage students from eating junk food. One more point that 
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she mentioned was teachers understand students’ views and they have collected 

students’ opinions and suggestions regarding this issue. They hope that an alternative 

campaign could be introduced to ease any student opposition. 

 

Our parent representative also agreed that school should not totally ban all junk 

food. She explained in detail that even though students are prohibited from buying 

snacks at school, they may still turn to convenience shops or supermarkets to buy junk 

food. The crux of the problem cannot be solved. Hence, our parents have been calling 

for an in-depth review of this issue. Only with more cooperation between school and 

parents might the alarming situation of more students becoming overweight be 

reversed. 

 

Our student representative, Peter Wong, expressed students' opposition to this 

policy. He believes that school leaders did not step into students’ shoes when 

implementing this ban. He claimed that we all have the right to freedom of choice and 

we must exercise self-control when deciding how much junk food to eat. He also urged 

that not only should healthy diets be taken into consideration, but ample physical 

exercise also contributes to one’s good health. Thus, it may not be a suitable way to 

promote healthy food and healthy lifestyle. He also added that if the school insists on 

implementing this ban, it may lead to a tense atmosphere in the campus as over 85% 

students oppose this plan. 

 

It is earnestly hoped that we can all have fine physiques. Yet, implementing a 

total ban on junk food may not be the best way to reach this goal. If we eat an 

acceptable amount of snacks, we may not suffer from poor health. Ultimately, 

self-control is of utmost importance when tackling obesity. 
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Put a Halt to Animal Abuse 

Shirley Hui    7C 

_________________ 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I am writing to express my concerns on animal abuse and suggest means with 

which we can eradicate the problem of pets being treated cruelly in a bid to ensure the 

welfare of pets. 

 

It has recently come to my attention that each time I passed by my neighboring 

house, I could hear a groan of pain from a dog. I could not figure out what had 

happened until I met my neighbor on the street last Friday, 23rd September, 2010. I was 

taking a promenade along the street when I came across my neighbor who was walking 

his dog. It was a tiny dog with a lamed leg on its left. It lamed miserably near my 

neighbor and shrank when strangers passed by. It is manifest to me that the dog is 

being abused though I do not have enough evidence to prove it. 

 

Not surprisingly, we can find numerous animal abuse cases in the vicinity. The 

most ubiquitous case that I have heard of is leaving kittens or doggies on the street. 

Also, some placed their pets in restricted cages and solely gave them little food to eat. 

Worse still, some may have scorched their pets with cigarette butts or given their pets a 

hot ‘water bath’ just for fun. 

 

Animal abuse is ascribed to some factors. Some of the abusers alleviate their 

stress or vent their anger on pets by hurting them. Some batterers get married or have 

newborn babies so they leave their pets on the street. 

 

Pets should by no means be treated badly. It is not until we take concrete measures 

can we wrestle with the problem. 

 

Education is of utmost significance in putting a halt to the root cause of the 

problem before it is beyond retrieval. The government can use advertisements to 

encourage pet owners to shoulder their responsibility to protect their pets. 
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Organizations may hold exhibitions or talks to show the gravity of this problem and 

instill correct concepts of treating pets into youngsters’ mind. 

 

The government should swing into action to rectify the situation. Only when the 

government raises the penalty of animal abuse can it crack down on these cases. The 

punishment nowadays is just a slap on the hand. With amore severe penalty, the 

government can send a shiver down the spine of animal abusers and, hence, the 

problem can be resolved. 

 

Moreover, the government and SPCA can set up a committee to supervise the 

stray dogs and cats. It is known that the majority of the victims in animal abuse are 

stray dogs and cats. This committee may encourage people to adopt those animals and 

prevent them from being hit by humans. 

 

The situation is so desperate that it brooks no delay. The number of animal abuse 

cases is surging and quite a lot of the abusers are adolescents. With the above 

suggested measures, the press can pass on the message of giving love and care to 

animals to teenagers. Otherwise, those teenage abusers may have more tendencies 

towards violence and the victims may move from pets to humans. 

 

Everyone’s life, animals’ included, should be respected. Animals are not 

emotionless; they can feel pain, hunger and thirst. With methods to eliminate the 

problem mentioned above, we can promote a harmonious society with animals and 

humans living together in a peaceful environment. 

 

Furthermore, the measures can guarantee pets’ safety. They can enhance public 

awareness on animal abuse and encourage people to give a helping hand to stray dogs 

and cats and remind them to be considerate towards their pets. 

 

With concerted endeavors, it is earnestly hoped that the problem of animal abuse 

can be eradicated before it is irreversible.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wong 

Chris Wong 
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Words Backed up by Strength – The Way to 

Justice 
Evan Choi    (The alumnus of Oh) 

_________________ 

 

As a representative epic of ancient Greece, the Odyssey gives us a figurative 

account of how the ancient world worked, what the Argives valued, and how their ideal 

world would be. One of the main motifs demonstrated in the epic is the usage of 

strength and speech. In this essay, I would like to defend that the Odyssey is an idealist 

epic that portrays strength and speech as complementary agents in the pursuit and 

maintenance of justice. To defend the assertion, I will first argue that the Odyssey 

values speech to a high extent, followed by several paragraphs of explanation on why 

strength without words would not work; this will serve as a major portion of this paper. 

Then the paper will go further to state that not even words without strength would 

work. At the last stage of the paper, a final account on how “words backed up by 

strength” is the ideal agent in the pursuit of justice will be given. 

 

 Strength was highly valued in every ancient culture; this is hardly debatable. But 

apart from strength, speech also had its indispensable role in the Hellenic world. Would 

not the Odyssey itself already be a vivid testimony of this? The Odyssey is a collection 

of 24 books of speech; and following the tradition of Greek epics, the Odyssey begins 

with the invitation to the Muse to sing to men a tale, “Sing to me of the man, Muse…” 

(Pg. 77) Muse is not a goddess with much strength, she cannot fight; however, she has 

prowess in singing - another form of speech. The epic of war and revenge, a series of 

powerful strength, is brought forth by a powerful speech. Perhaps the relationship of 

strength and speech is already subtly demonstrated through the setting of the epic. 

Moreover, while a man with great strength is admired, a man who can give a great 

speech is not without respect. The treatment of bards is one example. Also, in Book 13, 

after Odysseus finishes his recalling of his own story, with a skill resembling a bard, 

“The Phaeacians all fell silent, hushed, his story holding them spellbound down the 

shadowed halls…” (Pg. 286) The power demonstrated is as if violence has just been 
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enforced. 

 

 One might assume in a classical world, greater strength brings greater advantage 

and that it would yield a more favorable result. It is, however, not totally the case in the 

Odyssey. In book 1, Athena does not urge Zeus to help Odysseus by her force, but by 

her speech, “Olympian Zeus, have you no care for him in your lofty heart? Did he 

never win your favor with sacrifices…?” (Pg. 79) Through this speech, Zeus 

remembers Odysseus and agrees to work on bringing him home. Even with the gods’ 

help, Odysseus still has to act his own part to get away from Calypso, the nymph; not 

by swinging a sword, but by uttering a few lines, “Ah  great goddess…don’t be angry 

with me, please. All that you say is true, how well I know…Much have I suffered, 

labored long and hard by now in the waves and wars. Add this to the total – bring the 

trial on!” (Pg. 159) Athena and Odysseus in these cases choose speech, but not strength 

to fulfill their purposes. But why? Athena and Odysseus are not persons with no power; 

they favor speech instead of strength because in their respective circumstances, their 

“adversaries” are far more powerful than they are. This also illustrates one of the 

reasons why strength alone cannot work – there is always somebody who is more 

powerful then you. This notion also applies to the case of supplication; for example, 

Circe supplicates Odysseus in book 10 (Pg. 240) and Theoclymenus supplicates 

Telemachus in book 15 (Pg. 328). Both supplicates here have their strength, one a 

goddess, the other a prophet; they supplicate because they know that they cannot 

achieve what they want in their respective situations by strength, but only by speech. 

 

 Knowing that one employs speech rather than strength when they face an enemy 

or a situation where their strength would not suffice, we can see that in the Odyssey, 

speech is sometimes viewed as strength. A heroic speech always goes prior to a battle. 

When Odysseus is challenged by a lord in Phaeacia and they are about to contest 

against each other, Odysseus gives a speech, “Now go match that, you young pups, and 

straightaway I’ll hurl you another as far, I swear, or even farther…” (Pg. 198) A good 

speech is a sign of a person with goodwill and honor. From book 1 to book 4, in which 

Telemachus experiences a stage of growing, he is estimated not by his fighting strength 
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but by his winning speech. For instance, when Telemachus convinces Menelaus not to 

give him stallions as gifts, Menelaus replied, “Good blood runs in you, dear boy, your 

proofs are proof.” (Pg. 143) He is recognized as his father’s son by his speech, not his 

strength. Speech, most of the time, is as important as strength, even in a battle. While 

Odysseus and his loyal comrades are fighting the suitors, Athena, disguised as Mentor, 

provides her help, in terms of speech, but not strength, “Where’s it gone, Odysseus – 

your power, your fighting heart? The great soldier who fought…” (Pg. 446) This 

speech certainly stirs up the spirit of Odysseus and thus has a significant role in this 

action of maintaining justice. 

 

 Sometimes strength is not only insufficient, but useless. The major theme of 

supplication in the epic helps illustrate this point. Apart from the examples used above, 

when Odysseus supplicates Princess Nausicaa (Pg. 173), his strength comes as no use 

at all; it could even backfire. As described in book 9, Polyphemus, the Cyclops with 

great strength but no skill in using words, is blinded by Odysseus, a man less powerful 

then he is. This tale also speaks for the claim. Finally, in the depiction of the 

underworld, the dead are described in this manner: “…the great force was gone, the 

strength lost forever…” (Pg. 262) Even great warriors like Agamemnon, Ajax and 

Achilles cannot escape this fate. When their “strength [is] lost forever”, what they can 

retain are their mind and their use of speech. Would not this be the implication of the 

epic, that strength is temporary and by itself cannot conquer? 

 

 The majority of this paper has been devoted to explaining the fact that strength 

without words would not work. However, does that mean speech is the only decisive 

indicator of justice? Can speech alone maintain justice? Truly not! Words without 

strength would not work either. We have already discussed how Telemachus has grown 

in speech and how he has been highly evaluated but even though he has mastered the 

use of words, without strength, he still cannot win over the suitors; without fighting 

skill and experience, he still makes mistakes. In fact, one of his mistakes is almost fatal: 

he leaves the door of the stall room of weapons open and gives his enemies a chance to 

get the equipment, “My fault, father…the blame’s all mine. That snug door to the vault, 
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I left it ajar – they’ve kept a better watch than I.” (Pg. 444) The same goes to the 

suitors in Ithaca. They can give brave and heroic speech, “Friends! This man will never 

restrain his hands…So fight – call up the joy of battle! Swords out…Charge him, 

charge in a pack…” (Pg. 441-442) However, they have less strength than Odysseus and 

the gods behind him. The fact that they can boast will not keep them from being 

slaughtered. On the other hand, Odysseus would not have succeeded without strength. 

You cannot triumph over your enemies by simply shouting at them or being eloquent, 

he still has to fight. Heroes give winning speeches before combat, but after that, they 

pull out their swords and charge their enemies, with strength. Words alone cannot 

maintain justice in a world where powerful villains and lords and kings use their 

strength to stack up their wealth. So, how does this work together? Is speech more 

important or strength more important? 

 

 The answer is: neither. As explicitly stated in the beginning of this paper, strength 

and words are complementary agents in the pursuit and maintenance of justice. More 

specifically, “words backed up by strength” is the most ideal force in the worldview of 

the Odyssey to uphold justice.  In all of the examples cited in this paper, not one of 

them demonstrates a possibility that justice can be pursued with the absence of either 

words or strength. Take the contact with Polyphemus. Odysseus tries to use words 

alone to convince the Cyclops at first, “But since we’ve chanced on you, we’re at your 

knees in hopes of a warm welcome, even a guest-gift…We’re suppliants – at your 

mercy!” (Pg. 219-220) He fails and strength has to be summoned at last to blind the 

Cyclops, and thus they can flee from the island. By strength itself justice is also 

unattainable. One prominent example is that when the suitors are killed, their fathers 

and kinsmen gather together and plot revenge against Odysseus, “Quick, after 

him…punish the murderers of our brothers and our sons!” (Pg. 481) Shedding blood 

cannot end the act of shedding blood; as the old saying goes, “he who lives by sword 

will die by sword.” The vicious circle of revenge will go on forever if only strength is 

used. Justice has to be pursued and maintained by “words backed up by force,” just as 

it is portrayed at the end of the Odyssey.  Athena gives her command (words) to end 
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the rage, “Hold back, you men of Ithaca, back from brutal war! Break off – shed no 

more blood – make peace at once!” (Pg. 485) But she also needs to refer to the strength 

of Zeus to back her up, “War- don’t court the rage of Zeus who rules the world!” (Pg. 

485) So everyone stops and this is how the epic ends, and it is also the end of the 

vicious circle and a starting point of a lasting justice. 

 

 Odysseus is described as both “raiders of cities” and “the man of twists and 

turns,” just as Zeus is referred as “the thunder god” and “the god of the supplicants.” 

For both figures, the titles give attention to both strength and speech. Strength and 

speech together make Odysseus and Zeus whole; the same make the world whole. As 

discussed in this paper, only the joint work of strength and speech can pursue and 

maintain justice in this world, or at least, in the world of the Odyssey. By a close 

reading of the last sentence of the epic, this truth seems to reveal itself, “And Athena 

handed down her pacts of peace between both sides for all the years to come – the 

daughter of Zeus whose shield is storm and thunder, yes, but the goddess still kept 

Mentor’s build and voice.” (Pg. 485) All the elements of the thesis in this paper are 

alluded to – peace (justice), thunder (strength) and voice (speech). Did Homer end the 

epic like this on purpose? We will never know. But of one thing we are sure – Athena 

both “keeps the voice” and “shields” herself with “thunder” – “words backed up by 

strength” – and she maintains justice. 
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I I I I amamamam    
 

I am a fatty guy who likes aeroplane. 

I wonder what I will be in the future. 

I hear Jesus talking to me. 

I see an elephant swimming in the sea. 

I want to know how to drive an aeroplane. 

I am a fatty guy who likes aeroplane. 

 

I pretend that I can fly to everywhere like a bird. 

I feel the weight of the moon on my hands. 

I touch different planets. 

I worry that there will be no more winter due to Global Warming. 

I cry for all the disabled and diseases. 

I am a fatty guy who likes aeroplane. 

 

I understand everyone will get old and die at last. 

I say that we are all the children of Jesus. 

I dream of driving an aeroplane sending people to different countries. 

I try to help protect our planet. 

I hope that there is peace in the world. 

I am a fatty guy who likes aeroplane. 
 
 
 

Percy Choi  1B 
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I I I I amamamam    
 

I am a sentimental conductor who likes music very much. 

I wonder if I can be as successful as Simon Rattle of the Berlin Philharmonic by the year 2020. 

I hear the orchestra bring some tales with its variety of different sounds. 

I see the musicians in different sections play beautiful melodies. 

I want to play music that contains happiness, sadness, anger, fear, love and excitement. 

I am a sentimental conductor who likes music very much. 

 

I pretend that I’m a world-class conductor. 

I feel the beat, the pitch and the melodies of every suite. 

I touch the lives of music lovers through my performance. 

I worry that my path to success is rocky and difficult. 

I cry when I am lost in conducting competitions. 

I am a sentimental conductor who likes music very much. 

 

I understand that being a conductor is not easy. 

I say to myself that I can be one of the best conductors in the world. 

I dream of working with international orchestras in grand concert halls. 

I try to teach the poor what music is. 

I hope to bring peace and happiness to people through music. 

I am a sentimental conductor who likes music very much. 

 

Tom Wan  1B 
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I I I I amamamam    
 

I am curious and imaginative 

I wonder how the universe actually is 

I hear the sound of plane ts exploding 

I see the sky full of UFOs 

I want to study Astronomy 

I am curious and imaginative 

 

I pretend I can fly through various planets 

I feel my wings are flapping swiftly 

I touch the untouchable Sun 

I worry about not reaching the Mars 

I cry if I can’t see aliens at least once in my life 

I am curious and imaginative 

 

I understand being an astronomer is difficult  

I say that I can do it  

I dream that every child dreams 

I try to reach my destination, right here right now 

I hope it is not too far away from me 

I am curious and imaginative 
 

 

 

Jeffrey Shin  1D 
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I am Ernest PoonI am Ernest PoonI am Ernest PoonI am Ernest Poon    
 

IIII am Ernest Poon 

AAAA boy who is good at drawing the moon. 

MMMMy habit is sleeping until noon. 

EEEEvery day, I  

RRRRun out of snacks as I eat  

NNNNon-stop and so my mother says, 

‘EEEErnest, you are very fat!’ 

SSSSo I keep fit with my cat 

TTTTraining myself to be muscular. 

PPPPeople now think that I am healthier. 

OOOOversized T-shirts are unsuitable. 

OOOOh! Throwing them is unavoidable. 

NNNNow I need to buy some new T-shirts which are comfortable! 
 

 

 

 

Ernest Poon  1F 
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Who amWho amWho amWho am I? I? I? I?    
 

 

Eating is important for me 

I eat every fly that I see 

I’d even eat a bee 

How terrible of me! 

 

Playing is important for me 

I play all day if I can 

I usually play with the sand 

What a special thing is the land. 

 

Sleeping is important for me 

I sleep through the winter 

I’m scared of the park keeper. 

Who am I? 

 

I’m a fat, lazy frog! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Terence Lam  2A 
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Pui ChingPui ChingPui ChingPui Ching    
 

PPPPui Ching is my favourite place in the world 
Perfect, polite and patient. 

UUUUnique in every way 

Understanding and ultra-utopian. 

I I I I see the school flag flying. 
Immense, immaculate and inviting. 

CCCClasses here are excellent 
Collegiate, challenging and cheerful. 

HHHHaven for great teachers and polite students 

Heavenly, heroic halls. 

IIII    hear the school song playing 
Interesting, innovative and inspiring. 

NNNNever too old to learn 

Noble, nationalistic and notable. 

GGGGo, Pui Ching! Go! You’re the best. 

Gracious, graceful… simply great! 
 

 

 

 

Emma Lai  2A 
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My ParentsMy ParentsMy ParentsMy Parents    
 

 

Without whom I would not be here 

The ones who relieve me of my fear 

They are usually quite a good laugh 

But I have yet to taste my first can of beer! 

 

Making paper hats out of unwanted flyers 

And taking me to dreadful choirs 

But what excitement could they bring? 

Exploring the sea as a scuba diver! 

 

To my friends and peers I often boast 

“Who could possibly have a better host?” 

My father Stephen and his wife 

They are my parents, I love them the most! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaac Tsui  2A 
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My MumMy MumMy MumMy Mum 
 

 

My Mum loves me a lot 

She never says I’m an idiot 

Although my Mathematics is bad 

She tells me not to be sad  

 

I gave her a flower 

She said it’s her honour 

I say I love her very much 

And she says she is deeply touched 

 

I love my Mum  

As a mouse likes cheese 

The love of my Mum 

Is as deep as the water of the sea 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chloe Chan  2B 
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You are You are You are You are MMMMy y y y LLLLordordordord    
 

 

let me be your smiling face 

sing with you and pray for you 

let me be your wonderful grace 

follow what you ask me to do 

let me be your little lamb 

ease me when there is a traffic jam 

you are my Lord--- the perfect “ten” 

 

let me be your faithful follower 

read the bible to learn what you said 

let me be your clever daughter 

stay away from those who are bad 

let me be your little friend 

take care of me because you can 

I rely on you until my life ends 

I wanna be yours 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Laranka Lui  2B 
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Summer’s DaySummer’s DaySummer’s DaySummer’s Day    
 

 

Summer’s day! It’s a sunny day! 

Why don’t you come out and play? 

I’ll jump into the swimming pool 

Maybe you know it’s very cool. 

 

Swimming gala? You should join! 

We’ll all practise and share the joy. 

I’ll join the freestyle contest 

Medals on the neck won’t make you sad. 

 

 

Summer’s day! It’s a sunny day! 

 

Let’s go swimming all the day!  

 

 

 

 

Charles Leung  2B 
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My SchoolMy SchoolMy SchoolMy School    
 
 

I love to go to my school 

I love the library 

I love everything 

Especially the swimming-pool. 

 

My school is just like my mother and father. 

It teaches us how to be stronger, better and smarter. 

There are many chances to utilize my expertise 

And make lots of friends. 

 

Although there are lots of rules 

I still love to go to my school 

 
 
 
 
 

Michael Lam  2B 
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FriendsFriendsFriendsFriends    
 
 

I’ve got some friends 

Who talk to me 

Play with me 

Study with me 

Sing with me 

And are important to me. 

 

I’ve also got friends 

Who argue with me 

Fight with me 

Play tricks on me 

Laugh at me 

But are important to me. 

 

I’ve even got friends 

Who are happy with me 

Sad with me 

Angry with me 

Care about me 

So very important to me. 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Tsang  2B 
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I wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your walking TV guide 

Telling you to watch the best programme 

Let me be your honourable pride 

I’ll behave as tame as Sam 

Let me be your cook 

Offering yummy food and book 

You praise me with a soft hook 

I wanna be Yours  

 

Let me be your caretaker 

Look after you and your house 

Let me be your listener 

You scream when you see a mouse 

Let me be your computer 

Fixing everything by just giving me a reminder 

I’ll love you forever 

I wanna be yours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cary Chan  2D 
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I wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your bottle 

Staying with you all day long 

Let me be your shuttle 

You can sit back and sing a song 

Let me be your marble 

Play with me on the table 

You and I won’t grumble 

I wanna be Yours 

 

Let me be your cup of tea 

Have a chat and take a break 

Let me be your mango tree 

Mix my mangoes with milkshake 

Let me be your rocking chair 

Turn on the radio and listen to Blair 

I close my eyes and just don’t care 

I wanna be yours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherry Kwok  2D 
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I I I I wwwwannaannaannaanna be Yours be Yours be Yours be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your star 

Light your path when you are lost 

Let me be your sun 

Warm your heart when you are blue 

Let me be your moon 

Stay with you when you are in need 

You will be held in embrace by me 

 

Let me be your angel 

Guard you and guide you when you are lost 

Let me be your daylight 

Dry your tears when you are full of sorrow 

Let me be your shelter 

Protect you when you are full of sorrow 

I will always stand beside you. 

I wanna be yours 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Jennifer Tai  2D 
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I wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your light 

Light up the dark you dislike 

Let me be your flight 

Take you to places you like 

Let me be your night 

Watch you fast asleep in delight 

You are so bright 

I wanna be Yours  

 

Let me be your coat 

Put me on when you are cold 

Let me be your throat 

Your love will never be sold 

Let me be your door 

I am firm like the floor 

I want to be your shore 

I wanna be yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin Cheung  2D 
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I wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your piano 

Play the beautiful music in my heart 

Let me be your pen 

Write the most attractive words in the world 

Let me be your schedule book 

I will remind you every day what you need to do 

You will bring it every day 

I wanna be Yours  

 

Let me be your bed 

When you feel tired, you can lie on me 

Let me be your map 

Lead you to a wonderful place 

Let me be your house 

So I can cover you 

I don’t wanna be hers 

I wanna be yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louise Tsui  2D 
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I wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your bed 

Rest on my “body” 

Let me be your desk 

Work with you daily 

Let me be your toy 

You will have much joy 

You make me feel coy 

I wanna be yours 

 

Let me be your coat 

You will not be cold 

Let me be your car 

Drive me on the road 

Let me be your tea 

Come and drink with me 

I love you as deep as the sea 

I wanna be yours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yeung Hoi Kit  2D 
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I wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be YoursI wanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your happy clown 

Laugh with a very loud sound 

Let me be your sun 

I’ll cover you with great fun 

Let me be your eye-glasses 

I’ll never leave you 

You are my all 

I wanna be Yours. 

 

Let me be your happy song 

I’ll sing for you 

Let me be your pet 

I’ll be there whenever you need me 

Let me be your rubber 

I’ll rub all your sadness away 

I wanna be your sweetheart 

I wanna be yours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zhang Yi  2D 
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The Pencil’s SongThe Pencil’s SongThe Pencil’s SongThe Pencil’s Song    
 
 
 

Tap me with your fingers 

Hold me with your heart 

Waiting for you to use me. 

I’m still the longest pencil in your bag 

I don’t want to be forgotten, 

I’ll write whenever you want me to 

Sitting here for you to pick me up, 

Watching the clock ticking, 

Finally I kiss the paper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zhang Yi  2D 
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PreciousPreciousPreciousPrecious    
 
 
 

What’s precious to you? 

Is it ‘love’? 

For me, it is. 

 

It’s the love that you’re going to share 

With your parents and your friends. 

The love that, even when you lose something, 

You’ll say you don’t care. 

 

What’s precious to you? 

Is it ‘love’? 

For me, it is. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tiffany Chik  2D 
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My MomMy MomMy MomMy Mom    
 
 
 

My Mom’s my idol. 
She’s always there to raise us. 

Teaches us Maths (like plus and minus), 

Protects us like a child, 

And scolds us when we go wild. 

 

My Mom’s my friend. 

She always listens to what I say 

And guides us in the right way. 

She laughs when she hears a joke 

And her favourite drink is Coke. 

 

My Mom’s my rôle-model. 

She’s always there if I have a problem. 

She advises me and makes me feel awesome. 

She treats the elderly with respect 

And to me, my Mom’s perfect. 

 

My Mom’s my idol.  
 
 
 
 

Vivian Siu  2D 
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The Teddy Bear’s SongThe Teddy Bear’s SongThe Teddy Bear’s SongThe Teddy Bear’s Song    
 
 

Touch me with your fingers, 

pat me with your hands, 

touch me, smell me, buy me, 

hold me up and up, 

till you cannot hold any higher. 

Feel my soft hair 

running gentle and smooth in your palm, 

as if I breathe and live 

a wonderful friend 

waiting for the minute 

of joy when you talk to me 

about your life. 

I will be the best listener 

on your dejected days. 

 

I sit in the room 

in my cool corner 

looking for you. 

Do you need a listener? 

I am waiting right here. 
 
 
 
 

Coco Lau  2E 
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I I I I wwwwanna be Yoursanna be Yoursanna be Yoursanna be Yours    
 
 

Let me be your ball, 

with your worries kick it all. 

Let me be your light, 

so you can see I’m your Mr. Right. 

Let me be your guy, 

whatever you fancy I will buy. 

You will never want to cry, 

I wanna be yours. 

 

Let me be your boyfriend, 

everyday message I will send. 

Let me be your sand, 

and I’ll hold you with my own hands. 

Let me be your sun, 

and you’ll never love another one. 

I wanna be yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kelvin Lai  2E 
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I I I I wwwwanna anna anna anna bbbbe Yourse Yourse Yourse Yours    
 
 

Let me be your present, 

promise you surprise and happiness. 

Let me be your blackcurrant, 

fill your heart with nutrients and sweetness. 

Let me be your teddy bear, 

hold you tight whenever you need care. 

You look for me and I’ll be there. 

I wanna be yours. 

 

Let me be your car, 

drive you to school every day. 

Let me be your star, 

shine on you and light your way. 

Let me be your sunflower, 

stay and live happily with you hereafter. 

I will blossom from January till December. 

I wanna be yours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yanica Chan  2E 
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My MotherMy MotherMy MotherMy Mother    
 
 

When my mum walks in the street 

She’s just a common person like the others. 

When she works in the hospital 

She’s only a nurse. 

 

But when she comes home 

She’s my mother. 

The one who plays with me when I feel bored, 

Who teaches me if I misunderstand, 

Who praises me when I do something good, 

Who punishes me if I’m naughty, 

Who scratches me when I pretend I’m dead, 

Who kisses me when I’m asleep. 

 

She’s different in different places, 

But in my heart she’s my mother 

Who’s important to me 

And no one else can substitute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric Chan  2E 
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A Poem for YouA Poem for YouA Poem for YouA Poem for You    
 

 

You are the only one who makes me smile 

You are a comfort to me if I’m down 

You have the sweetest voice I’ve ever heard 

You are the loveliest person in the world. 

 

You are a special star to me 

Not just shiny 

But a guide indeed 

You are the brightest person in the world. 

 

If the world ends 

You’ll be with me 'till I die. 

Memories will stay with us 

Like a handprint on my heart. 

 

You are the best person in the world! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacqueline Wong  2E 
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TimeTimeTimeTime    
 
 
 

Tick-tock, tick-tock there it goes 

Like water dripping down 

Like a rocket launching in the sky 

Very quick and never pausing. 

 

My sister studies all day long 

My 2-year-old brother practises writing his name 

I use my time to play many games. 

Night comes and time has gone 

“Oh, I haven’t finished what I should have done!” 

But we feel happy and go to bed. 

 

Tick-tock, tick-tock there it goes 

Remember time flies and never pauses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucie Fan  2E 
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The Teddy BearThe Teddy BearThe Teddy BearThe Teddy Bear    
 
 

This is the bear 

I’ve slept with 

When I couldn’t sleep, 

When it was dark, 

When I was happy, 

When I was sad, 

When it was creepy outside. 

This is the bear 

I’ve slept with 

And I’ve kept it in my bed. 

 

This isn’t the bear 

I’ve slept with 

When my dad was here, 

When my mom was here, 

When I was at my grandma’s house, 

When I walk out of my house, 

But I’ll need it 

When I come back and 

When I get on my bed. 
 
 
 

Victor Li  2E 
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My EyesMy EyesMy EyesMy Eyes    
 
 

These are my eyes 

I see through them. 

In the morning, 

I open my eyes 

They are foggy. 

When I’m tired, 

I close my eyes 

Having a rest. 

 

If I were blind 

I couldn’t read books, 

I couldn’t study, 

I couldn’t watch T.V., 

And I wouldn’t see 

Anything. 

 

How precious my eyes are! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmanuel Lam  2F 
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RosesRosesRosesRoses    
 
 
 

The roses which my Granny plants 

Are full of good sweet smell. 

Red, pink, white and also purple. 

When we drink rose-flavoured tea at her table 

When we collect petals from the ground, 

When Granny teaches me to make rose water, 

When we see the rosebuds in Granny’s beautiful garden 

We are full of happiness every day. 

I still go to Granny’s garden to check 

The roses which my Granny plants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irene Yeung  2F 
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Looking UpLooking UpLooking UpLooking Up    
 
 
 

As daytime passes away 

The sunset has gone 

And night comes. 

 

The sky is full of darkness 

But the stars keep their brightness 

Hanging in the sky. 

 

I want to fly and fly 

And touch the sky. 

As the stars twinkle 

They dazzle me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karmen Lam  2F 
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The SchoolbagThe SchoolbagThe SchoolbagThe Schoolbag    
 
 
 

This is the schoolbag 

Where I put my books. 

When I come to school 

It comes with me. 

When I receive homework 

I put it in. 

When I go home 

I return with it. 

When I’m on holiday  

I leave it at home 

And keep it in my room. 

It isn’t a bag I use every day, 

But I need it 

When I come to school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

King Leung  2F 
 
 



                                                            

 

                                                  

 
283

Oasis 

 
 
 

Once More unto the BreachOnce More unto the BreachOnce More unto the BreachOnce More unto the Breach    
    
    
    

"Once more unto the breach," Shakespeare wrote; 

Too much said and an old-school quote. 

Yet as you know I'm quite unfashionable; 

I quote before this mission-impossible. 

AL is what we now all know; 

A mixture of misery, stress and woe. 

Of all the hardships we've come to pass; 

This is the hardest one to get past. 

Some of you might have lost the battle; 

But mind you, you haven't lost the war. 

If you're down and a little blue; 

Standing here, I call upon you: 

Raise your banners, swing your flags; 

And push aside those old regrets. 

Though our dreams may seem out of reach; 

Come my friends: Once more unto the breach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julian Tam  7C 
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